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SPOUSAL

Interchange Conference Transcript
i:\DIWE5NET\CLASSES\KWong06\CHAT\Spousal
[Message #1   09:15:38 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
karen wong:
How would you characterize the relationship between Henry’s father and mother? Or how would you characterize the relationship between Henry’s father and "Ahjuhma"? What disturbs Henry about his father’s relationships with either woman? Or what disturbs Leila about "Ahjuhma"? Include in your response a supporting quote according to MLA format.
[Message #2   11:32:53 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Remy Kyi:
The relationship between Henry's father and mother doesn't seem very intimate in the way most people see spousal couples as being.  There is a lot of distance between them and a sense of loneliness.  The mother doesn't want to displease her husband in any way and feels sadness for him.  She wouldn't ask about his day but only the three same things: "Spouse, you come home so late. You must be hungry. I hope we made enough money today" (Lee 55).  It doesn't seem like the father responds to her at all.  However, the mother is very devoted to her husband and cares for him deeply, as expressed in the book when Henry's father came home all bloody and bruised up.  Even though her husband isn't pursuing the career he wanted, she still sticks by him and takes care of her family accordingly.  With Henry's father, it seems he's so proud that he can't even express any emotions to his wife.
[Message #3   11:36:28 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Remy Kyi:
With Ahjuhma, the relationship was more distanced.  She did not speak unless it was necessary.  She attended to the house and cooked when needed.  Henry's father didn't seem to act any different with Ahjuhma than with his own wife.  There was no intimacy and she did what she was paid to do.  Henry's father did not even call her by her name nor did he call his wife by her name.  Everything was very formal.
[Message #4   11:36:51 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Valerie Evangelista:
Henry's mother and father have a distant and rigid relationship. They have a lack of communication and even, as Henry notices, a lack of love and intimacy. Reflecting back on when his mother passed away, Henry says that his father "showed great respect to my mother to the day she died…and practiced for her the deepest sense of duty and honor, but I never witnessed  from him a devotion I could call love" (Lee 58). However, Henry's mother seems to accept or succumb to this lack of intimacy. Henry's father is away at work for a majority of time and when he returns home Henry's mother "would say the same three things to him…Spouse, she would say, you must be hungry. You come home so late. I hope we made enough money today" (55). This shows that their relationship was a routine. The father went to work in order to make money for the family, while the mother stayed home - and nothing ever changed. They did not even talk about what they did in a day or how things were at the store. In addition, Henry's parents never called each other by their first names. They only referred to each other as "spouse," or "husband/wife." Their relationship did not seem to have any personal value. 
However, Henry's mother also tries to defend her husband when Henry tries to ask him about work. She tells Henry to not shame him because he does everything for the better of Henry. Another instance that reflects Henry's parents' relationship is when his father comes home after being robbed and beaten. Henry says, "my mother ran to it (the door), punding on the wood and sobbing for him to let her in so she could help him…After a while she tired and crumpled there and wept until he finally turned the lock and let her in" (56). This treatment, along with his father's lack of sorrow at her passing, disturbs Henry and makes him doubt that they shared any love between them at all.
[Message #5   11:37:18 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
alex galang:
Henry says that his mother was skilled at containing her emotions. His father was the only person that was able to shake her out of it. "They only person who could upset her, make her cry or laugh in the open, was my father," (31). I believe that they made a good partnership in raising Henry. In one situation, Henry's mother says ". . .he doesn't need to talk about selling fruits and vegetables. It's below him. He only does it for you. . ." (56).
The relationship between Henry's father and Ahjuma is something synonymous to a personal assitant. She has a female domestic role in the house. Responsible for cooking and cleaning, Henry became afraid that his father has become overly dependent Even more so, she represented the act of upholding Korean tradition. Leila and her had lots of tension because of the fact that Leila was American and gave birth to a Half-Korean, Half-American child. Despite efforts to communicate, Ahjuma does not desire to begin a relationship or even communicate.
[Message #6   11:37:19 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Sarah Figueroa:
Lelia seems really disturbed at first about the way that Henry's culture makes it so that this domestic woman in his life, Ahjuhma, had no name known to him. Maybe she felt that this woman who was more responsible for Henry's upbringing then his mother, didn't get enough credit in life. I feel that maybe she is having some internal feeling that perhaps she is not that important. She seemed really upset at the notion that someone who did so much for Henry's family was not important to them. She seemed so concerned but Ahjuhma didn't even want to talk to her. When they do communicate, it is through Henry's translation, although even without it Lelia knew Ahjuhma didn't like her. But, when Lelia says that she knows that Ahjuhma is just "..an abandoned girl. But all grown up" (p.73),  I got the feeling that perhaps she saw herself in Ahjuhma. The entire ordeal seemed to really affect her, and perhaps in the larger picture it affected their marriage. I think it always comes back to the difference in culture, even though I hate to embrace the idea that marrying outside one's culture causes conflict.
[Message #7   11:37:58 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Julia Hamilton:
The relationship between Henry's father and mother both respect each other, but the relationship seems to be more mutual than showing how much they care for each other in public.  When one looks towards the relationship between Henry's father and "Ahjuhma" they seem to be more expressive about their relationship, but they hide it from Henry.  In one scene Henry spotted them working in the garden, "They must have thought I was off with friends, not because they did anything , or even spoke to one another, but because they were simply together and seemed to want it that way" (Lee 79).  The father and "Ahjuhma" seem to enjoy their time together by themselves.  Henry is disturbed by the relationships that they have when he was younger because he doesn't understand why the woman is inside the house.  He may believe that there is something more to "Ahjuhma" than he can think about.  As a child "Ahjuhma" could be perceived as a "replacement" for his mother, since they suddenly change their lives so quickly.  Lelia is disturbed by the way that they address "Ahjuma" because the American culture is different compared to the Koreans; the Koreans never respond to their mothers, fathers, and spouses by their first name like the Americans do (Lee 60).  Lelia believes that there is an importance to the first name because of American culture holds strongly to the identity of the person rather than referring them to "mother" and "father."
[Message #8   11:39:16 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
karen wong:
Remy, interesting points you make in message #2. Henry's mother is very devoted; she seems to express herself moreso through actions than words. Her way of supporting him is by making sure that everything is okay in the home. Yet note that in the quote that you chose that she expects him to support the family financially. Their relationship is truly a partnership.
[Message #9   11:40:13 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Sarah Figueroa:
I would agree with all of you about the relationship between Henry's parents, and so I think that maybe Henry sees this lack of intimacy as normal. Just jumping ahead, during the end of their relationship (the first few chapters of the book) maybe he saw the mundane routine he an lelia experienced as a norm. Just foreshadowing..
[Message #10   11:40:17 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Julia Hamilton:
The last qoute that I have starts on page 69 not 60, sorry.
[Message #11   11:42:15 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
karen wong:
Ahjuma was a curious figure. I wonder if she had been essentially given away by her own birth family because they couldn't afford to feed her, and so Henry's family becomes the closest thing she can get to a home. That's why she's quick to acquiesce to Henry when he yells at her for treating his wife poorly--she knows that if she's thrust out of their home, she has nowhere else to go.
[Message #12   11:42:55 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
alex galang:
Perhaps, Sarah, another reason for Henry's lack of action was the death of his son, Mitt. Henry's father worked only for his benefit. In addition to his lack of intimacy as a norm, he does not have the motivation like his father.
[Message #13   11:43:11 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Remy Kyi:
What disturbs Lelia about Ahjuhma is the fact that her presence and help doesn't seem to affect Henry at all.  It's probably because she is not accustomed to such a formal and distanced relationship between people who have lived together for twenty years.  I think Lelia wanted to know more about Ahjuhma, her name, her family, etc.  As much as Lelia tries, she doesn't get anywhere, only an insult from from Ahjuhma.
[Message #14   11:44:03 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Sarah Figueroa:
I totally agree, Alex.
[Message #15   11:44:53 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Valerie Evangelista:
It's interesting that Henry does not really talk about his father doing anything specfically for his mother. However, when Ahjuma passes away, Henry's father has her cremated and sent to Korea - "her last wish" (81).
[Message #16   11:45:37 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Sarah Figueroa:
Remy, I think she did too. Cause, in essence, I believe she's a typical American-cultured girl; longing and curious. And I think it may have disturbed her that she took a deeper interest in this woman as opposed to those whose lives she was in for 20 year
[Message #17   11:46:02 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Remy Kyi:
haha yea that's true
[Message #18   11:49:11 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Remy Kyi:
What Henry's father did in the end for Ahjuhma does show he cared for her and he probably cared a lot for both his wife and Ahjuhma.  It's just sad that he couldn't express more when she was alive.  But I think it isn't in their culture to express their feelings freely.
[Message #19   11:49:26 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
alex galang:
What do you think of Ajuhma's role in the household? I had a similar experience growing up where a woman in our family was responsible for the domestic roles of the house. To me, I think it is beneficial to any family to have another woman (grandmother, nanny, aunt, etc.) be responsible in taking care of the house. What do you think everyone?
[Message #20   11:49:47 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
alex galang:
I think i turned out alright.
[Message #21   11:50:15 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Sarah Figueroa:
lol. you don't need to convince us, Alex
[Message #22   11:50:23 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Julia Hamilton:
The relationship between "Ahjuma" and Lelia does seem to reflect each others cultures very strongly, this seems to be implying the conflicts between two cultures as a whole.  "Ahjuma" and Lelia are both opposites, "Ahjuma" wants to keep everything inside and not be known while Lelia wants to get as much information about her as she can.
[Message #23   11:51:40 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Sarah Figueroa:
I agree that the two are exemplify polar-cultures
[Message #24   11:53:54 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Remy Kyi:
I think it is important to have someone look after the house and take care of the family, but I don't necessarily think it has to be a woman lol.  I think men also have the ability to look over the house.  But I suppose it depends on the culture because in most cultures, a woman's place is at home.
[Message #25   11:54:40 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Valerie Evangelista:
I don't see anything wrong in having another person come and help in the household. Especially in the case of Henry and his father, where the mother has passed away. However, I think there does need to be a level of respect and perhaps a relationship between the worker and the family. Maybe it is part of their culture, but Ahjuma does not seem to want to attach herself to the family. Not that this is a bad thing. However, that is what disturbs Lelia. Since Ahjuma has been with them for so long, Lelia wants to see a bond between Henry, his father, and Ahjuma as being one like a family - but they do not act as that.
[Message #26   11:54:50 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Julia Hamilton:
Alex, yes it can be beneficial to have another person in the house, but I think it is also important not to always have a nanny to take care of the household.  With a nanny the parents won't be able to have a growing relationship with their children if they don't plan to spend time together they won't be able to have a solid relationship like some other families may have with their children.
[Message #27   11:55:04 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Valerie Evangelista:
but yeah Alex, you turned out alright. haha
[Message #28   11:55:33 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
alex galang:
haha thanksssss
[Message #29   11:57:04 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Sarah Figueroa:
Valerie (this seems weird since i'm sitting next to you, yet i'm writing to you) I think that Ahjuhma's reluctance to attech herself just reflects her own issues you know? Perhaps she is afraid of rejection. But I think it is a sad life when you don't attach to those around you, especially as they were her primary family for 20 years
[Message #30   11:57:46 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Remy Kyi:
I think even without Ahjuhma, Henry and his father would not have spent any more time together.  I agree that the parents and children spend time together; unfortunately, Henry and his father are the exception.
[Message #31   11:58:07 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
alex galang:
Perhaps the reason, Valerie and Sarah, Henry's father decided to have a ceremony for Ajuhma was because of the bond they grew without Henry's mother. Perhaps they were attached, but everything was left unspoken . . .
[Message #32   11:58:25 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
alex galang:
yes no maybe so?
[Message #33   11:58:27 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Sarah Figueroa:
ya i think so too alex
[Message #34   11:58:37 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Sarah Figueroa:
the garden scene implied that too
[Message #35   11:58:47 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Sarah Figueroa:
like an unspoken bond
[Message #36   11:58:57 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Valerie Evangelista:
i agree
[Message #37   11:59:41 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
karen wong:
Why do you suppose Leila got so upset about Henry not knowing Ahjuhma's name?
[Message #38   12:00:23 PM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Sarah Figueroa:
becuase for Lelia, a name is a main identity. You know how she's a linguist? Perhaps a name is just as much important to know of someone, to her, as anything else
[Message #39   12:00:44 PM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Remy Kyi:
oooo that's a good answer.
[Message #40   12:00:56 PM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Julia Hamilton:
Yes I agree.
[Message #41   12:01:02 PM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Remy Kyi:
ok bye everyone
 

 

PATERNAL
Interchange Conference Transcript
i:\DIWE5NET\CLASSES\KWong06\CHAT\Paternal
[Message #1   09:15:14 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
karen wong:
How would you characterize the relationship between Henry and his father? Or how would you characterize the relationship between Henry and his mother? What are the sources of tension in his relationship with either parent? Include in your response a supporting quote according to MLA format.
[Message #2   11:36:17 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
karen wong:
Henry and his father have a very tense relationship. Much of it can be attributed to Henry blaming his father for his own present day insecurities, but I don't think his father is really aware of why his son would resent him. His father feels like he's fulfilled his responsibilities as a father and husband, "…his duties, uncomplex, were by all accounts complete"(49); he's provided for his family: "…[he] worked from before sunrise to the dead of night…[his] family was [his] life, though [he] rarely saw them…[he] never missed a mortgage payment or a day or church" (47). What Henry misses are what he likely observes in America between parents and their children, an intimate relationship with parents in which one talks about one's fears and accomplishments, in which one can be oneself. Instead Henry feels like he barely knows his father. While Henry's father has a clear, simple notion of his role, Henry yearns for more, and he seems to hold his father accountable for his own insecurities. That's why when his father is on his deathbed, the words come pouring out of Henry, everything that he wished he said when his father was fully present and healthy, "I don't think he ever heard so much from my mouth…he silently took my confessions, as though he were some font of blessing at which I might leave a final belated tithe" (48-49). Henry uses the language associated with religion, confessing so that he might be reborn and cleansed of his burdens, which he sees as the consequence of his father's conduct.
[Message #3   11:36:19 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Tiffani Castillo:
The relationship between Henry and his father is controversial. The father has his own way of thinking, the more traditional Korean way and Henry is much more Americanized. When Henry was in high school his father would cause arguments between them about "the dire subjects of adolescence - my imperfect studies, my unworthy friends, the driving of his car, smoking and drinking, and whatever and whatever" (73). The worst thing the father said to Henry was how the girl he was "taking to the eighth-grade spring dance didn't - or couldn't - find me attractive" (73). For his father to mention that his white girl date was just using him for money illustrates that Henry's father has not accepted the American culture where anybody dates anyone - looks, race, gender, wealth don't matter. His father doesn't agree with how teenagers in America are being brought up and so he wants to avoid his son from becoming like one of them too. His father finds comfort in his own race only. Since they both have their own ways of thinking because of the different environment they've grown up in causes them to clash.
[Message #4   11:36:36 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Kevin Wei:
The relationship between Henry and his father was very contentious and filled with many things left unsaid.  It was not until his father was incapable of speech, and therefore of defending himself, that Henry was able to speak his mind to his father.  He lambasted him with accusations of his failures as a father and as a husband, yet it was ultimately ineffective because through his father's eyes he had lived a life worth living.  Henry's father had provided for his family well financially and that was all that mattered to him. Henry, on the other hand, resented his father's priorities in life.  When talking about his father he says, "Your family was though life, though you rarely saw them." He resented his father's immigrant mentality of money before family.
[Message #5   11:38:54 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Ryan Tam:
The relationship between Henry and his father is pretty close when he is young but as Henry gets older, he seems to grow more apart from his father. Although they grow apart as Henry gets older, there is still that respect to his father. That may have been why Lelia writes poppa's boy on the list back in chapter 1. When he was young, he mentioned a scene where his he and his father were washing the screen and Henry would spray his father. His father afterwards carried him on his shoulder as they returned to the house to eat. This is a typical father/son bonding scene and everything is fine. As Henry becomes a teenager, conflicts begin to grow between the two. When his father mentions to Henry that the girl he was going out with was only after him because of his wealth and not because of him, there is a clash between the two. Henry's relation with his mother is not as close as his father in terms of interaction but Henry cares a great deal for his mother. Once, when his mother and father were arguing and his father uses English words, Henry defends his mother by talking back to his father in English since his mother didn't understand English. The bond between Henry and his father may have affected some of Henry's personality as he grew up. While working at his father's store, he was going to talk to the women who took a bite of an apple and placed it back. This shows that he isn't "passive and observant" that we discussed for some of Henry's traits in class. His father was the one who tells him not to do anything about it as the women was a frequent customer. It could be that his father had an affect on Henry and maybe that is a trait he learned to make him take the job as a spy.
[Message #6   11:40:28 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Tiffani Castillo:
I agree that their relationship is the way it is because of how the father was never really present in Henry's life. An absent parent when a child is growing is very critical because it can affect the child when they are grown up. His yearning for attention was because of their lack of communication of his father not knowing how Henry really felt.
[Message #7   11:43:54 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Tiffani Castillo:
The man being the bread winner in a family is universal, not just "immigrant mentality." I know of many American families where the husband is the one working to support the family financially but cannot provide emotionally. Both the husband, children, and wife lose out.
[Message #8   11:46:06 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Kevin Wei:
Henry's father's early view on his dating white girls seems at odds with his later acceptance of Lelia. Henry later mentions that, "He never said it, but I knew he liked the fact that Lelia was white" (58).  Both times, however, his father is still only looking at for Henry's best interests as he sees it.  The first time, his father was concerned that he was being taken advantage of, but he later changes his way of thinking and thinks that Henry being with a white woman would help him succeed in America.
[Message #9   11:46:50 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Tiffani Castillo:
Ryan had a good connection with Lelia's poem that I never thought about.
[Message #10   11:48:29 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Kevin Wei:
My idea of an "immigrant mentality'' is not really about men being bread winners.  On page 47, Henry lists the "legacy" that his father is leaving him, which I think is typical of the way immigrant parents act.
[Message #11   11:51:00 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Tiffani Castillo:
I agree with Kevin on how his father's view on dating American women changed when Lelia came about and the "immigrant mentality" leaving a  "legacy". I think "immigrant mentality" is to make sure that the children are takened cared of after their parents have died.
[Message #12   11:55:50 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
karen wong:
Tiffani and company, you brought up the scene from Henry's eighth grade. That interaction definitely hurt, as Henry's father clearly touched on a vulnerable subject. Henry wants acceptance from the larger American culture, yet his father reinforces his insecurities by arguing that Henry as a Korean would never be considered attractive to Americans. Maybe that's why Henry refuses to speak English at their store, begrudgingly maintaining his perception that he's an outsider.
[Message #13   11:57:34 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Tiffani Castillo:
hmmm...I never thought about that relation of why he refuses to speak English at their store.
[Message #14   11:58:44 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Tiffani Castillo:
His father wants the best for Henry yet still holds a guard that he can't let go of.
[Message #15   12:01:37 PM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Kevin Wei:
I'm beginning to think that the poppa's boy reference from Lelia's list is more to do with the way in which Henry and his father are so similar.  Lelia mentions when talking to Henry, "He's just a more brutal version of you" (58).  Which I think is a reference to the way both of them seem almost incapable of being demonstrative of their love.

LANGUAGE

Interchange Conference Transcript
i:\DIWE5NET\CLASSES\KWong06\CHAT\Language
[Message #1   09:16:24 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
karen wong:
What do the passages on language reveal about the characters? What languages are used for which occasions? How is language an extension of identity? Include in your response a supporting quote according to MLA format.
[Message #2   11:32:27 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Ken Yu:
Passages on language reveal about what the character is truly thinking - that is, readers only get a sense of the characters' "true self" and their motives whenever there is a shift in language from English to Korean. Hence, the mother only speaks in Korean whenever intending to scold or interrogate Henry, and his father whenever making stern confessions, such as the passage where he tells his son that "this is what I have decided. Out talk is past usefulness. There will be no other way" (64). How language is an extension of identity is essentially summed up by the speaker himself, when he says whenever his father "wanted to hide [his identity] or not outright lie, he chose to speak in English" (63).
[Message #3   11:36:15 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Ken Yu:
This reveals that similar to himself, Henry's father and mother have also struggled to discover their own identity
[Message #4   11:36:16 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
robin delosreyes:
The passages on page 11 to 12 reveal something about the character of both Henry and Lelia. With regard to Henry, it shows how he tries to pass for a native speaker, consistent with his nature to please the listener especially this time with a woman he adores, and as Lelia puts it, he is "very careful" (Lee 12). On the other hand, the same quote reveals Lelia as one who is keen about speech and able to distinguish between a native speaker and a non-native one.It also reveals Lelia's work, which is an English tutor. 
Also, the passages say something about how Korean, and possibly other Asians, value the English language as shown in the line "Everybody in this town wants to learn English" (Lee 11). They really want to learn it because it can be their passport for a better opportunity.
[Message #5   11:37:03 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Tony Wong:
The passages on language reveal how Henry suffers from having to take on multiple identities as a result of his job and how he cannot even honestly communicate his feelings to his wife, Lelia. When Lelia states that she felt mentally renewed in a relationship with another man on her vacation in the Greek islands, Henry becomes very jealous. Instead of telling her what he actually feels, he says "sleeping with another man's wife," which is in the third person perspective and is very impersonal (p. 125). Lelia replies with "here we must use 'wife' technically," which reinforces the gap that is becoming increasingly larger between Henry and Lelia (p. 125). It is very strange how Henry still displays love and care for Lelia, but yet he speaks in such an abnormal and unaffectionate manner to Lelia. Lelia says sarcastically that she had forgotten how much she loved Henry's "language" and how she feels that Henry is "not even here, with the rest of us, you know, engaged, present," which explains Henry's lack of participating and being a part of Lelia's life and how she feels tired of Henry's inability to speak his feelings (126).
[Message #6   11:39:10 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Ken Yu:
Tony you've read very far!
[Message #7   11:42:06 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
robin delosreyes:
hi, tony. you have a very good insight here. it seems that you're ahead in our readings. 
i do agree with what you say about Henry's way of speaking with his wife. it is probably his way to conceal his true feeling, making him appear less affected although he is. and i also think that this manner of speaking might have been developed due to his job --spying.
[Message #8   11:42:40 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
robin delosreyes:
i think so too ken.
[Message #9   11:45:30 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Augustine Chiu:
The language reveal about the characters is that they always follow a form. It is always appropriate to call someone by what they are. Like how Leila and Mitt were talking and she says she refers to "Ah-juh-ma literally aunt, but more akin to ma'am,' the customary address to an unrelated Korean women." (69) And how she refers to her parents only use the words spouse, wife, husband, father, mother, etc. They never use their actual names and she says "when someone asks what my parents' names were, I have to pause for a moment, I have to rehear them not from the memory of my own voice, my own calling to them, but through the staticky voices of their old friends phoning from the end of the world." (69) So the difference between the American culture and Korean culture, they never go by a first name bases, they always refer to them by rank, or what they are. When they ask or refer to someone in Korean, you automatically know what rank they're in, what side of the family they're from, and who you're speaking too. 
When they are talking among each other they seem to use English, but when they are serious, they speak in Korean. 
Language is an extension of identity because Identity is a logical construction that is developed by logical observers. It describes a concept of individuality and identity is the language of individuality and it requires two things to exist: a physical or conceptual entity and an observer. Without either one of these two things, identity can not exist. Identity is the discussion, the language, the information but it is not the entity itself. 
For example, I am not an identity, I have an identity. I have a way of describing myself. I have information about myself I can communicate to you, package it into a language, which is a format, that you will be able to understand.
[Message #10   11:46:25 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Augustine Chiu:
okay, i now i'm totally late, but i'm not even sure if i did this right cause i haven't been here for almost a week so bare with me
[Message #11   11:47:15 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
karen wong:
Great points, all! I found it curious that Henry wields English as if it's a weapon when he's around his father. For instance, in their major blow-up when Henry is ostensibly coming to his mother's defense, "[He] kept at [his father] anyway, using the biggest words [he] knew, whether they made sense or not...anything [he] could lift from [his] dizzy burning thoughts and hurl against [his father]..."(63). He recognizes that he's verbally more astute than his father, with his father only able to respond in frustration with a series of pidgin' swear words.
[Message #12   11:48:22 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
karen wong:
Augustine, you're totally on the right track-- excellent observations about how the language reveals a hierarchy, and people are known moreso through their roles than their individual persons. How does that appear to be the case even with Henry and his mother?
[Message #13   11:48:46 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
robin delosreyes:
wow! that's very well said, augustine.
[Message #14   11:52:54 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
robin delosreyes:
i was about to say that as far as cultural differences americans tend to be more personal than Asians, and their being personal reveals their being more open and unmidnful of their status. asians here reveal to be the opposite.
[Message #15   11:54:26 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Augustine Chiu:
Asians here? like here today?
[Message #16   11:54:53 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
robin delosreyes:
i mean the way asians liek koreans presented int he story
[Message #17   11:55:10 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
robin delosreyes:
sorry for the typo errors.
[Message #18   11:55:30 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Augustine Chiu:
oh okay, cause i didn't agree with what you said.
[Message #19   11:56:10 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Augustine Chiu:
in the story they do, they seem very distant and it doesn't seem like they communicate very well with their parents.
[Message #20   11:56:21 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Ken Yu:
Yes.. I thought being more personal causes one to be more mindful of their status
[Message #21   11:56:36 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
robin delosreyes:
who? the asians ot he americans?
[Message #22   11:56:49 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
robin delosreyes:
or the..
[Message #23   12:00:50 PM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
robin delosreyes:
oh, i see. i was thinking by being personal is like calling someone in first name basis. by doing so, emphasis on titles is not placed.
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Interchange Conference Transcript
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[Message #1   09:16:02 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
karen wong:
What are Henry’s, his father’s, or his mother’s identities? Who seems most at ease in his/ her own skin and why? Who seems most uncomfortable and why? How do the experiences of first and subsequent generations differ? 
Include in your response a supporting quote according to MLA format.
[Message #2   11:33:23 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Anthony Gracia:
Henry seems to have the most trouble conveying who he is. He really is stuck between multitudes of worlds. Through out the novel, Henry battles not only with his ethnic identity but just who he is as a person. When referencing himself, Henry talks about how he, "fuel[s] the fire of your most secret vanity" (Lee 7). It is almost to say that Henry's is whoever you want to be. Henry blends identity to please or appeal to you. His ability to be a spy directly relates to the fact that he does not have an identity set in stone. So, shift back and forth between identities is a cheap way to get therapy for him. On the other hand, Henry's parents seem more at home with their identity. They are better at accepting who they are. His mother does it however much more passively than his mother. The Park's seem to go out of their way to maintain perfection or "save face". 
For example, Henry's mother would, "ruin a birthday cake rather than bearing the tiniest of shames in asking her next-door neighbor and friend for the needed egg" (52). This show the lengths his parents went through to maintain a certain identity amongst the community Henry grow up. And she was okay with this. Henry's father made Henry speak in English in front of the high class white women that came into their Manhattan store. Henry's parents seem to accept the role of second class citizens, yet Henry doesn't. At the same time, Henry has no clue in what direction he wants to talk his identity and is stuck in limbo.
[Message #3   11:36:50 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Allen Manalo:
Henry seems most at ease with his father, obviously being described as a "papa's boy" earlier in the novel. The death of his mother was more regarded as a disappearance to him, as if he didn't want to let go of her spirit or presence. This led to his resentment of the woman hired to look after the house. He seems to emulate his father, as Lelia describes Henry's father as, "a more brutal version of Henry" in the sense that he seemed to be less refined. Henry's father seemed more at ease with his life, comfortable in the idea of doing what a Korean man was supposed to do for his family as opposed to Henry having to constantly worry about life as a Korean and American. Most people never get a sense of what Henry is truly about.
One of the fundamental differences between generations is the view that each generation has on interracial dating. Henry's first experience with the introduction of a non-Korean to the family was unsuccessful, as he wanted to bring a Caucasian girl to his 8th grade dance. His father protested vehemently, insulting Henry with quips such as, "You think she like your funny face? Funny eyes? You think she dream you at night?" Fortunately, this view changed with Lelia, but still remains somewhat of a constant for an arbitrary amount of Asian families today.
[Message #4   11:37:11 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
orly macabi:
"My mother stuck her head out the second-floor kitchen window just then and said to him, You be careful with that bad boy. My father grunted back in that low way of his, the vibrato from his neck tickling my thighs, his voice all raw meat and stones, my mother just answered him, Come up right now and eat some lunch"(76).
Henry seems to be the least comfortable with himself. Henry's father and mother seem to know more about themselves than Henry knows about his true self. Henry is the one that does not show his emotions very well and this may probably be because of the lack of communication that he has with his father. His father is the manly man of the house. He works with his hands and has turned himself into the husband/father role in that family. I don't think that Henry was brought up to talk much about his feelings or show any emotion. Everyone in his family plays a "role". His mother is the person that feeds everyone. His father is the one who works to provide, and Henry is just the kid. The lack of communication and the lack of showing emotions is what may have made Henry the man that he is.
[Message #5   11:38:20 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Anthony Gracia:
The mother is the passive one.
[Message #6   11:38:48 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Lauren Bactad:
Henry's mother and father are very traditional Korean. It's always like that when parents immigrate here and then have a child who tends to be very more Americanized. Henry is the most torn with his identity. A lot of children of the immigrant parents feel this way because they have, in Henry's case Korean identity to uphold and their learned American culture that they usually get in trouble for.
[Message #7   11:39:41 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Allen Manalo:
Do you think Henry's family/Asian families in general go too far with the idea of saving face? Especially when the idea of tradition is taken into account, such as Henry's father never saying "I love you"
[Message #8   11:40:59 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Allen Manalo:
Lauren - Do you think this is a general feeling for the majority of Asian-Americans who were the first in their families to be born in America?
[Message #9   11:41:09 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Anthony Gracia:
Yeah, I think is pretty damn outrageous. They don't cut themselves any slack to just be human. That creates problems within itself.
[Message #10   11:41:39 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Anthony Gracia:
it is
[Message #11   11:41:49 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Allen Manalo:
Concur. I think it was sad when he was talking about how his father stood there all stoic with his hands on his groin trying to swallow the situation.
[Message #12   11:41:49 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Lauren Bactad:
Is that only in Asian families though? I mean, saving face, isn't that just pride? Anyone can go too far with pride.
[Message #13   11:43:02 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Allen Manalo:
Thats true, but it seems to hold a special place in traditional Asian culture. I mean, isn't it OD when you are willing to mess up a cake just because you don't want to ask for another egg? To most, its just an egg, but to Henry's mother, it was a matter of pride.
[Message #14   11:43:10 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Anthony Gracia:
Your right, but it seems to be large Asian trait. Does anyone disagree?
[Message #15   11:43:40 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
orly macabi:
I don't think that it is just Asain families. I think that anyone who moves to a whole new country with a very new culture would feel and act the same way.. scared to be who they really are
[Message #16   11:44:39 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
orly macabi:
anyone else have this problem?
[Message #17   11:44:45 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Allen Manalo:
Gracia - I'd cosign that. From what I've seen concerning traditional Asian cultures, it seems like pride is a fundamental part of life, and the protection of that pride is vital to the success of your family.
[Message #18   11:46:03 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Allen Manalo:
Orly - I agree that anyone new to this country would have to deal with certain culture-shock related problems, but with Asians it seems there are certain elements of American culture that are just too far out there for someone new to this country to grasp. Especially when taking into account Indian customs and the traditional idea of Asian pride.
[Message #19   11:46:05 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Anthony Gracia:
Not me personally. However, I think if went to another country I would probably act the same way I do now. I'm just too American for my own good.
[Message #20   11:46:22 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Anthony Gracia:
How about you guys?
[Message #21   11:46:27 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Allen Manalo:
-_-
[Message #22   11:46:39 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Lauren Bactad:
Well yeah, if i were to move now i'd be the same way.
[Message #23   11:47:29 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Allen Manalo:
Naaa. I don't think so. I'd make sure to keep my American self quiet if I were moving to a place where the type of loud, rambunctious, typically "American" behavior was frowned upon. "When in Rome, do as the Romans do"
[Message #24   11:48:11 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
orly macabi:
I agree with you Anthony. At the same time, what if the country that you went to did not respect who you are?
[Message #25   11:48:50 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Lauren Bactad:
Then move.
[Message #26   11:48:52 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
orly macabi:
wouldnt you change tyourself just a little bit?
[Message #27   11:49:14 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Lauren Bactad:
haah just kidding.
[Message #28   11:49:24 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Allen Manalo:
You think "Yadida" would fly in a Japanese classroom? The social differences we as young adults in America is way different. There is no getting around the fact that we must adapt. Its a fundamental human trait.
[Message #29   11:49:31 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Allen Manalo:
No you're not =(
[Message #30   11:49:37 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Lauren Bactad:
Of course, everyone wants to be accepted
[Message #31   11:49:54 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Anthony Gracia:
What did the Romans do by the way?
[Message #32   11:50:01 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Allen Manalo:
Die.
[Message #33   11:50:11 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Allen Manalo:
But thats beside the point.
[Message #34   11:50:13 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
orly macabi:
"yadida" would definatly not pass in any other country
[Message #35   11:50:23 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Lauren Bactad:
Wow I'm getting lost
[Message #36   11:50:36 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
karen wong:
Lauren and company, can you expand on message #6. What are the points of tension between Henry and his immigrant parents? How do their values or ways they conduct their lives differ?
[Message #37   11:50:56 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Allen Manalo:
Lauren - It seems in America, not being accepted almost passes for being accepted. In a different country, being accepted means a lot more than kicking it with other people.
[Message #38   11:52:14 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
orly macabi:
They change who they really are when they are around "white people"
[Message #39   11:52:56 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Anthony Gracia:
Saving face and remaining a degree of perfection. Lookin' good for the mainstream socitey on the mainstream terms.
[Message #40   11:52:58 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
karen wong:
Wow, interesting questions you raise about assimilation. I think that Orly brought up an important factor in message #24. Henry's parents never seem to be fully at ease in the new country, though his father is a perfect example of living the American Dream. His father seems like he always wants to prove himself, keeping up with the Joneses, buying a nice house, a nice car, showing off his well educated son who can speak English well-- all as if to prove that he's as good as the next guy.
[Message #41   11:53:05 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Allen Manalo:
I think Gracia's first answer (Message #2) glossed over a lot of the tension between Henry and his parents. It seems like there is such a deep generation/cultural gap between Henry and his parents. He couldn't grasp his father's form of "affection" towards his mother. There were many instances where the two sides don't see anywhere close to eye to eye
[Message #42   11:53:38 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
orly macabi:
Like the fact that Henry's father didn't want him to go to the dance with the white girl because his face
[Message #43   11:54:08 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Allen Manalo:
I think it was more like he thought that White girl was gold-digging for a dance ticket
[Message #44   11:54:11 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Lauren Bactad:
Yeah, his father called it 'funny'.
[Message #45   11:54:33 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Lauren Bactad:
I dont think his father meant to call him ugly, I think it was cause he was Korean and she was White, right?
[Message #46   11:55:08 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Allen Manalo:
Yeah. But I think at the time of that conversation, he believed that it just wasnt possible which is a complete 180 from how he views Lelia
[Message #47   11:55:12 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Anthony Gracia:
I wonder the effect that had on Henry's psyche. Probably somewhat ruined it.
[Message #48   11:55:23 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
orly macabi:
in a way i think that Henry's father just did'nt want him to get hurt
[Message #49   11:55:49 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Allen Manalo:
Didn't seem like it hurt his psyche too badly since he was had no qualms with dating Lelia
[Message #50   11:56:09 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Allen Manalo:
Orly - Yeah, that was the idea I guess
[Message #51   11:56:19 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Anthony Gracia:
I agree with Orly, but it hurt sense of identity.
[Message #52   11:56:28 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Anthony Gracia:
his sense
[Message #53   11:56:57 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Allen Manalo:
The protest of his choice of date?
[Message #54   11:57:32 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Allen Manalo:
In response to "it hurt his sense of identity"
[Message #55   11:58:42 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Anthony Gracia:
No, his overall being.
[Message #56   11:58:53 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
orly macabi:
I think that Henry is such a good actor because while growing up his father tried to act like the perfect man so that his family could be accepted by the white people.
[Message #57   11:59:44 AM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Anthony Gracia:
true. he wears many masks.
[Message #58   12:00:14 PM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Allen Manalo:
Agreed, but it seems like Henry's father has "grown up" since Henry's teenaged years. I think it speaks volumes about his father with his easy acceptance of Lelia's.
[Message #59   12:00:38 PM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Allen Manalo:
Happy Valentines day everyone =)
[Message #60   12:00:49 PM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Allen Manalo:
And have fun this weekend!
[Message #61   12:01:07 PM, Wednesday, February 14, 2007]
Anthony Gracia:
I think his father created a atmosphere of conflict.
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