TIPS 
Send me your TIPS for success at Skyline College.
NEW! Skyline students explain which tips work best for them.
STUDENT TIPS: from KL: Here are six good tips for success.
1) You can be a part time student, but you shouldn't come to class part time.
2) Come to class consistently.
3) Do the homework consistently.
4) Always be serious about your grade.
5) Always give a hand those who need help.
6) Try to be the best student in the class.
Before I start discussing my tips for students, I'd like to say something about myself. My name is KL. I am Asian. I am from Burma (Myanmar). This is my fifth semester in Skyline College. I am very proud to be a college student. My current G.P.A. is 3.59, and I have decided not to let it get lower than 3.0. Here are my tips.
(1) You could be a part time student, but you couldn't come to class for a part time.
This first tip comes from Dr. Donald Brown who has taught history for a number of years at Skyline. I took U.S. history last semester with him. One day he said this tip, and I thought it was a joke. But as a good student, I take everything seriously. This is what Dr. Donald Brown means. Students can take less than 12 units (except in summer) and come to school part-time, but students should not come to class part-time, which is less than the full 50 (or 75) minutes. It makes sense to me. I have been absent only two classes meeting during all my school days. I almost never late. The result? You will do well in class.- KL
(2) Come to class consistently. 
My second tip is totally related to Dr. Donald Brown's tip. There is no question that it is very important to come to class consistently. Your success is absolutely related to attendance. Come to class regularly and pay attention and take notes. Take home work with you. I dare to say that attending class regularly will help you to success in college. Proof? Check my G.P.A.- KL
(3) Do the homework consistently. 
Should we do the homework? Oh, yes. I don't think that teachers assign anything that you never need to do. Do the homework. It will save you when you face the quizzes and tests.- KL
(4) Always give a hand those who need help.
As an E.S.L student, I have encountered many other E.S.L students. Many E.S.L students have problems with either their writing or speaking. A few of them don't even dare go to the instructor for anything. I help them. I put them on the right way. I even accompany them to see their counselors in order to make sure they understand everything well enough. This is the way I am. As a result, I have many friends whom I can really count on. Helping others will make you feel very comfortable at college when you come across many familiar faces and friends.- KL
(5) Try to be the best student in the class.
Oh, yes, I am the best student because I can wear Nikes or Air Jordans. Of course this isn't the way that you become the best student in the class. The best student is someone who excels in any given subject. Some may be good at Math, while other are good at English. It doesn't matter what you are good at, as long as you work to be the best student. I am always proud to be a good student. It keeps me going in class and in college, and my classmate imitate my habits.- KL
STUDENT TIP from LV:
The tip that I know is going to help me is number three: READ. Sometimes when I read I do not concentrate enough on the book or article, especially when I read something that I am not interested in. Lately, since I've started English 100, I have been able to concentrate more on what I read. Maybe it is because of the thinking and discussions we have to elaborate in class. Nevertheless, I understand why reading is the root of education and learning; not understanding what we read is just like being illiterate in some way. - LV
STUDENT TIP from DA: Never let your ideas pass on by. Put them down on paper and be prepared to put them together. When I am away from writing an essay, for example, I am constantly thinking of ideas to write about in my essay, no matter what I am doing. I even think of ideas when trying to go to sleep; that's the only time I don't bother writing down my ideas. All other times, you'll find my writing ideas written down on small pieces of paper that I find in my pocket or my wallet. I find that writing down my ideas is a very helpful way to put a paper together, especially if you are likely to forget what you had been thinking about when you sit down to write. Write your ideas down. - D.A. (JW advises: Be sure to keep your notes organized; entries in a pocket spiral binder are probably easier to find and review later.)

STUDENT TIP from GB: In my life as a student, there is not one particular thing that has helped more than any other. I couldn't use one word or idea to explain what's worked for me in school over the years. Instead, I could say that there is a group of things which have facilitated my learning. I always read in anticipation of the class, and I always do my homework. This way, my "concentration" during class will be close to 100%. The reading and the homework get me familiar with the topic and the terms of the day's class. Knowing the topic of the class ahead of time keeps me awake in class because every time I hear something I am familiar with it and my brain cells start firing. Knowing what's going on gets me immediately involved in the class meeting. By reading in anticipation of every class, I can keep some interest in what's going on - even when the class is not my favorite subject - thanks to my previous assimilation of the class ideas and topics. - GB
STUDENT TIP from WW: Always take notes.
Taking notes has many advantages. Notes help during those crucial times while studying for exams and finals. Notes are life savers during dreaded writer's block because they help you recall ideas to mind to get writing about. Notes are a very good resource of information you can understand; after all, you wrote them. Taking notes is the next best thing to having a tape recorder. - WW (JW advises: Active note-taking is much more effective than passive taping.)

STUDENT TIP from ML: When you register in a course, be sure to finish the whole semester. From my personal experience, I have noticed that a lot of students will drop a course for various reasons. Some students have told me that they were dropping a course because it was very hard to work and to study and because the course was taking too much time. I know that whenever a student drops, the teacher feels bad about it. Even more important, if the student was a member of a class group, he/she is leaving others behind and making it hard for them to adjust. I hope that before students enroll in a course they will make sure that they have the time to study. Schoolwork is a hard and serious undertaking. - ML
STUDENT TIP from PM: Always take notes.
I chose this tip because it is the most effective method I have known during my study career. By writing notes during class you will learn more. Taking notes doesn't just let you review what has been said or done in class later on, you can also use your notes as a study guide through the whole course - and on into your future. - PM
STUDENT TIP from PS: Always get a good night's sleep.
This means don't do your homework at the last minute or cram for a test during the late hours of the night. Your brain needs to sleep. I found this tip very helpful for me, especially during final exams. The night before a big test or final exam, I try to get 8 to 10 hours of sleep. I find that it helps me to relax and to stay in better shape for school the following day. Staying up late at night to do last minute assignments and last minute studying usually burns me out and leaves me all worn and tired. That's not a good way to be when in school, especially if you have early classes. Your brain and body need to be fully rested. That way, your mind is ready to pay attention, and you won't be dozing off in the middle of the professor's lecture and missing out on important information. - PS
STUDENT TIP from RD: Motivate yourself to do well in class.
If you don't, who will? If motivation means studying with music instead of in silence, then do so. If working at a coffee shop motivates you more than working in the library, then do so. Work any way that wroks. It may cost a few dollars to work in comfort, but it will save you time and energy. And you'll get your work done. - RD
I guess I took "TIPS a little too literally. - ST

Writing TIP 1: Gather around you all the materials you will need to prepare an assignment, i.e., the course book or books that will be used as the basis for your paper.
Writing TIP 2: Read the material in advance and should you choose, use a highlighter to highlight the main points that you want to include in your paper or use as quotes. If you have not had the opportunity to do this in advance, do it now. As you read the material, consider how it fits in witht he assignment and consider how you will model your response tot he demands of the assignment.
Writing TIP 3: To help you prepare your assignemnt, remember that all writing, be it books, newspaper articles, argument, or issues have the basic structure of a beginning, a middle, and an end. This will help you organize in your mind and then on paper. 
Writing TIP 4: Follow the writing directions for the assignment.
(JW: I've cut this TIP radically.)
Writing TIP 5: Always have a dictionary at hand and use it.
Writing TIP 6: Write with brevity. It doesn't matter how many words you use if you are simply restating and restating the issues. Make your point; move on. This is where "Less is more" (Strunk, Jr.). Very often, we are moved by the simplest statements. Flowery language may make it sound like you have an extensive vocabulary, but in the the end it only makes you look like youu're trying to fill up space.Your reader should never get that impression. Your comand of a good vocabulary is better shown by its appropriate yuse. Why use five words when one exact word will do? - ST
