English 836 –Writing Development -- Course Syllabus
(January 22 –June 2, 2008)
Spring, 2008 --TTH, 8:10-9:25-- PH 413

Instructor:  Dr. Bessie M. Vaughns

Office Hours:  To be Announced

Phone:  650-358-6889 x 9622

e-mail:  vaughnsb@smccd.net
 

The goal of this course is to teach students to write well; they will write college oriented essays beginning from paragraph to essay.  This goal will be accomplished through one objective:   via introduction to college composition that prepares students to write essays at the college level, focusing on thesis construction, organization development, sentence skills, reading, and text-based writing.  Students will be assigned in-class and outside writing assignments and exercises, as well as attend individual conferences and tutoring.  ENGL 836 prepares students for ENGL 100/105 while it is designed for students who are pursuing their AA/AS Degree and/or planning to transfer.
 

Prerequisites:   Successful completion of English 826 or ESOL 840 or 841/842 with a grade of C or better, or appropriate scores on approved college placement tests and other measures as necessary.  Reading Prerequisite:  READ 826 with Credit or a grade of C or better, or eligibility for READ 836 on approved college Reading placement test, or other measures as necessary.  Writing process, from paragraph to essay, prepares students for college-level essay writing, focusing on thesis construction, organization, development sentence skills, reading, and text-based writing.  English 836 prepares students for English 100/105.  (One hour/week by arrangement.)

 

Texts:  Dictionary

The Holy Bible (King James Version)

Faces of Poverty (Jill Duerr Berrick)

Can’t Buy My Love  (Jean Kilborne)

                                                       Bless Me, Ultima  (Rudolfo Anaya)

Black Like Me  (John Howard Griffin)

Dr. Vaughns’ Student Notes (Purchased from the Bookstore)

College Writing Process Packet (Provided by Instructor for student use and then returned to the Instructor upon completion of writing assignments)

HOUR BY ARRANGEMENT Folder (Purchased from the Bookstore)

 

 

Supplies:  At least TWO pens for essay writing

File Folder

Binder

 

Types of Writing:  Descriptive, Argumentative, Expository, Narrative

Students will be assigned eight essays—(a) three essays containing fewer than five paragraphs; (b) four essays containing five or more paragraphs—three to five pages; (c) one final writing project, five-six pages (due on or before assigned day without exception)  Writing process, from paragraph to essay, prepares students for college-level essay writing, focusing on thesis construction, organization, development, sentence skills, reading, and text-based writing.
 

Course Content:  During the course of this semester English 836 students are assigned at least four books.  These books were chosen to teach an area of writing that facilitates college essay training.

 

Tentatively Scheduled-

 

1.      Faces of Poverty
a.       Descriptive

b.      Critical Thinking

c.       Three Essays

2.      Can’t Buy My Love 
a.       Argumentative

b.      Expository

c.       One Essay

 

3.      Bless Me, Ultima  
a.       Compare/Contrast Points

b.      Expository

c.       Three Essays

 

4.      Black Like Me
 

a.       Compare/Contrast Points

b.      Cause and Effect/Narrative Essay

c.       Final Writing Project  (Due on or before assigned day without exception)

 

Students will write logically and mechanically correct essays based upon the essay evaluation that is outlined in this syllabus.  While good figurative language use is always a plus, it is also extremely important for the students to remember that the final evaluation of their essays rests with the quality of their work and not quantity.
 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
Upon completion of the course, students will be able to-

>Overall essay unity/thesis:   Write focused, coherent, well-developed largely text based essays appropriate to the developmental level organized into effective paragraphs with major and minor supporting details, which support a clear thesis statement, and demonstrate competence in standard English grammar and usage.

 

>Critical reading/writing/thinking:  Demonstrate critical reading, writing, and thinking skills through analysis, synthesis, and evaluation of important ideas from multiple points of view.

 

>Critical reading/writing/thinking:  Apply basic research and documentation skills.

 

>Metacognition:  Perceive themselves as improved readers, writers and thinkers engaging in academic discourse in cross-disciplinary contexts.

 

SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES:
 

Develop critical writing skills as they apply to the development of cohesive, focused, well-developed expository writing at the pre-transfer level-
 
1.      Although there is substantial guidance in the writing process, instruction in essay writing assumes an understanding of sentence and paragraph structure.  Students are required to write 4000-6000 words (16-24 pages of 250 words per page) during the semester, usually in essays of 500-1250+ words.  Reading and writing will be done primarily outside of class although in-class writing will also be assigned.

 

2.      During the semester, students will be expected to learn how to:

a)      read and write from primarily expository text that is generally at the high school to college level

b)      use the stages of the writing process to develop their ideas

c)      develop a unifying Controlling Idea or Thesis

d)      select and develop relevant evidence that supports a thesis or proposition

e)      vary sentences in type and structure demonstrating competence in standard English grammar and usage

f)        develop and organize clear, coherent, unified essays, relatively free of errors

g)      write using a variety of essay forms, such as compare-contrast, classification, persuasion

h)      revise, edit, and proofread their work

i)        evaluate important ideas from multiple points of view

 

Develop critical reading skills as they apply to the understanding of pre-transfer level texts from diverse cultural sources and perspectives- 
 

1. Evaluate, interpret and analyze, a range of pre-transfer level texts, of which at least one should be a book length, non-fiction work 

2. Distinguish between main ideas and supporting details 

3. Differentiate between fact, inference and opinion in critical and scholarly works 

4. Identify and analyze the structure of an argument 

5. Distinguish between deductive and inductive reasoning 

6. Comprehend the rhetorical purpose of a reading 

7. Select and develop relevant evidence that supports a thesis or proposition 

8. Engage in reading as a way to make meaning of the world 

9. Examine assumptions about themselves and the world 

10. Recognize authorial tone, strategies, and rhetorical devices
 

Develop general critical thinking skills as they apply to analytical discourse-
 

1. Apply basic research and documentation skills to their writing 

a. know where to find reliable sources in the library and online 

b. properly cite materials using MLA guidelines 

c. integrate quoted materials smoothly
2. Perceive themselves as improved writers and thinkers engaging in academic discourse in cross-disciplinary contexts.
 

 

COURSE CONTENT:
 
A.     Essay writing—The majority of writings will be text-based and will include:  integrating, quoting, citing sources, as well as analyzing and interpreting textual content.   The majority of essays will be expository and less so, personal narrative or descriptive.
1.      Pre-writing activities (free-writing, brainstorming, outlining, drafting)

2.      Supporting details and analysis

3.      Organization:  paragraph and essay unity and coherence

4.      Topic sentences/thesis statements

5.      Introductions and conclusions

6.      Revision

7.      Focused, syntactically mature, grammatically correct sentences

8.      Sentence-combining

9.      Integrating, quoting, and citing sources as well as analysis and interpretation of textual content

10.  Use of various rhetorical modes with an emphasis on compare-contrast, classification, persuasion, argument and analysis

11.  Introduction to online and library research

12.  Incorporate sources:  summarizing and quoting

13.  Strategies for in-writing

 

B.     Reading (Emphasis on non-fiction)/critical thinking

1.      Distinguishing between main ideas and supporting details

2.      Understanding relationships between ideas

3.      Outlining, and summarizing readings

4.      Pre-reading strategies such as previewing, coding, and activating schema

5.      Reading strategies such as summarizing, mapping, outlining, annotating, and note-taking

6.      Reflecting on, analyzing, and connecting ideas

7.      Selecting and developing relevant evidence that supports a thesis or proposition

8.      Examining assumptions about themselves and the world

9.      Recognizing authorial tone, strategies, and rhetorical devices

10.  Distinguishing between fact, inference and opinion

11.  Using logical reasoning

12.  Reading a variety of texts from across the disciplines

 

C.     Proofreading and editing with an emphasis on the following an as-needed basis:

1.      Fragments and run-together sentences

2.      Verb forms, tenses, and subject/verb agreement

3.      Punctuation and capitalization

4.      Pronoun, adjective, and adverb use

5.      Concrete subjects and active verbs

 

               METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:
 
A. Include lecture, whole-class discussion, small group instruction, individual exercises and writing practice, individual student conferences with the instructor, computer-assisted instruction, in-class writing, use of media, textbook, and/0r practice activities 

B. Include essays, in which students are required to write 4000-6000 words cumulatively (16-24 pages of 250 words per page) during the semester, usually in essays of 500-1250+ words.  A portion of the students’ writing may include, but is not limited to drafts and summary of response papers.  Reading and writing will be done primarily outside of class.  There will be, however, an in-class essay assigned at least once a week. 

C. Assignments are primarily non-fiction, analytical and/or argumentative, text-based writings which reflect contemporary/philosophical concerns
 

EVALUATION OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE:
 
Letter grade will be based on- (85% Writing) 

>Essays  Organized, coherent, unified essays the majority of which will be text-based and written both in class and outside of class  

>Oral Participation  Active participation in class discussion demonstrating and understanding of and response to the reading (Extra Credit)

>Quizzes  Adequate comprehension of material 

>Homework  Completed assignments focusing on particular English writing skills, such as freewriting, brainstorming, outlining, answering guided questions, organizing information into charts, practicing skills in English usage and grammar, etc.

>Midterm and Final Exams  Demonstrated competence in text-based essay writing, short answer questions, multiple choice questions, true and false questions, etc. 

>Hour By Arrangement Folder – (2%)

 

Midterm—(Cerca) Second Week of March
Final—Thursday, May 29, 2008
8:10-10:40
