Course Syllabus, Fall, 2009 English 826 AB--Basic Writing Skills

CRN 80351  PH 403  MWF  11:10-12:00 August 19-December 10, 2009 

Instructor:  Dr. B.M. Vaughns
Office Hours:  Will be announced
Email:  vaughnsb@smccd.edu
Recommended:  Eligibility for READ 826 and ENGL 826 by appropriate scores on college placement tests and other measures as necessary.  Students placing in READ 826 and ENGL 826 should enroll in both courses concurrently.  Units:  3.0 units; five lecture hours per week; however, student is REQUIRED to enroll in LSKL 826 AB CRN 92357 12:00-1:30, Mondays in PH 403 with .5 unit of credit.

COURSE CLASSIFICATION:
Credit course not applicable to the Associate Degree.

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS:
A. Catalog Description:  Recommended:  Eligibility for READ 826 and ENGL 826 by appropriate scores on college placement tests and other measures as necessary.  Students placing in READ 826 and ENGL 826 should enroll in both courses concurrently.   This course is basic writing focusing on paragraph and essay organization, sentence skills, and text-based writing.  Students will write essays in and out of class and complete assignments to strengthen sentence skills and writing/reading strategies.  English 826 prepares students for English 836.  Units do not count toward the Associate Degree. 

B. Schedule of Classes Description:  Recommended:  Eligibility for READ 826 and ENGL 826 by appropriate scores on college placement tests and other measures as necessary.  Students placing in READ 826 and ENGL 826 should enroll in both courses concurrently.  This course is basic writing focusing on paragraph and essay organization, sentence skills, and text-based writing.  It prepares students for English 836.  Units do not count toward the Associate Degree.

REQUIRED MATERIALS: 

Texts:  Dictionary

The House on Mango Street (Sandra Cisneros)

Always Running (Luis Rodriguez)

English 826 Students Notes (Purchased from Student Bookstore)

Supplies:  At least TWO pens for essay writing

File Folder

Binder

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (SLO’S):
Upon completion of the course, students will be able to: Overall essay unity/thesis:   Write focused, coherent, well-developed essays appropriate to the basic skills level organized into effective paragraphs with major and minor supporting details, which support a clear thesis statement, and demonstrate    competence in standard English grammar and usage.

Ø     Critical reading/writing/thinking:  Demonstrate critical reading, writing, and thinking skills through analysis, synthesis, and evaluation of important ideas from multiple points of view.

Ø     Critical reading/writing/thinking:    Documentation skills including in-text citations and works cited page are integral to this course.

Ø     Metacognition:  Perceive themselves as improved writers and thinkers

SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES:
During the course, students will be asked to:
A. Develop critical reading skills as they apply to the analysis of pre-college level texts from diverse cultural sources and perspectives:
1. Analyze, interpret, and evaluate a range of pre-college level texts, which may include book length works. 

2. Differentiate fact from opinion in text. 

3. Detect prejudice and recognize the tone used by an author. 

4. Identify and analyze structure of arguments and supporting evidence.

B. Develop critical writing skills as they apply to the written analysis of pre-college level texts from diverse cultural sources and perspectives:
1.      Create text-based essays which employ a variety of writing strategies that may include persuasion, evaluation, interpretation, comparison/contrast, classification, and definition.  Essays should be at least two to four pages in length, which cumulatively add up to 2,500-3,000 words (ten to twelve pages.)

2. Expect students in their essays (in and out of class), to be able to:

a)      use the various stages of the writing process to develop interpretations, analyses, and evaluations of the texts read;

b)      establish and state clearly a unifying claim or thesis;

c)      construct sound arguments in support of claims;

d)      organize essays which support and develop ideas;

e)      select relevant examples, details, and other evidence from the texts read to support claims;

f)  develop greater sophistication in using precise diction, writing varied and complex sentences, organizing coherent paragraphs, and writing for a specific audience;

g)      integrate quotes into their essays and cite properly.  A sample bibliography is given as a supplement handout.

3. Use self-evaluation exercises to increase awareness of one’s own thinking and learning processes.

Methods of Instruction:  Teaching methods and/or strategies include lecture/discussion, small group instruction, individual exercises and writing practice, individual work with the instructor, in-class writing as well as outside writing assignments, use of media, textbook and/or practice activities.

     Types of Writing:  Descriptive, Argumentative, Expository

Students will be assigned eight essays—(a) three essays containing fewer than five paragraphs; (b) four essays containing five or more paragraphs—three to five pages; (c) one final writing project, five-six pages (due on or before assigned day without exception).  Writing process, from paragraph to essay, prepares students for college-level essay writing, focusing on thesis construction, organization, development, sentence skills, reading, and text-based writing.

Assignments:  During the course of this semester English 826 students are assigned at least two books.  These books were chosen to teach an area of writing that facilitates college essay training.

Tentatively Scheduled-

1. The House on Mango Street 

a. Descriptive 

b. Critical Thinking 

c. c.    Comparison and Contrast

2. Always Running:  La Vida Loca 
a. Argumentative 

b. Descriptive 

c. Expository 

d. Final Writing Project (Due on or before the assigned day without exception)

Students will write logically and mechanically correct text oriented essays based upon the essay evaluation that is outlined in this syllabus.  While good figurative language use and a thorough examination of the assignment (that may lead up to a good number of pages) are a plus, students should remember that the final evaluation of their essays rests with the quality of their work and not quantity.

Make-up Policy:  All work must be made up within a one week period after its due date.  It the student’s discretion to stay on task with his/her assignments by using the website assignment instructions.

COURSE CONTENT:
English 826 includes instruction in the following areas:
A. Reading strategies- 

1. Distinguishing between main ideas and supporting details 

2. Understanding relationships between ideas 

3. Recognizing tone, strategies and rhetorical devices 

4. Distinguishing between fact and opinion 

5. Outlining, paraphrasing and summarizing readings 

6. Reflecting, analyzing and connecting ideas 

7. Analyzing organizational patterns 

8. Using logical reasoning 

9. Examining assumptions about themselves and the world

B. Writing strategies through the practice of written compositions 

1. Pre-writing/drafting activities 

2. Supporting details and analysis 

3. Organization:  unity and coherence 

4. Topic sentences/thesis statements 

5. Introductions and conclusions 

6. Revision, editing and proofreading 

7. Sentence combining such as coordination and subordination 

8. Personal writing to text-based writing, including integrating, quoting,  and citing sources as well as analysis and interpretation of textual content 

9. Introduction to essay forms, which may include, among others, persuasion, evaluation, interpretation, comparison/contrast, classification, and definition 

10. Introduction to research

C. Editing and proofreading techniques and practices 

1. Fragments and run-together sentences 

2. Verb tenses and subject/verb agreement 

3. Punctuation and capitalization 

4. Pronoun, adjective and adverb use 

5. Concrete subjects and active verbs

EVALUATION OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE:
Letter grade will be based on-

Ø     Essays  Organized, coherent, unified essays the majority of which will be text-based and written both in class and outside of class

Ø     Oral Participation  Active participation in class discussion demonstrating and understanding of and response to the reading (Extra Credit)

Ø     Quizzes  Adequate comprehension of material

Ø     Homework  Completed assignments focusing on particular English wrting skills, such as freewriting, brainstorming, outlining, answering guided questions, organizing information, practicing skills in English usage and grammar, etc.  Passing grade is based on satisfactory completion of writing tasks turned in on time, quizzes, exams, conscientious attendance, absence of tardies, effective participation, and satisfactory completion of reading assignments.  Students are graded on the percentage or point system only:

 

Essays (Exams included)50% (Final Project Essays must be typed)

Reading (A comprehensive examination of authors’ discussion via

Essays) 30%

Quizzes and other work 10%

LSKL Completion 5% to 10%

Essays:  F  No formal Thesis/Hypothesis/controversial Issue

                   Extremely Poor Grammar/Mechanics

                   Contains misuse of Second Person Pronoun

No Conclusion

D-    Essays containing use of second person (unless in quotes)

Essays written in pencil; incomplete sentences, very short underdeveloped paragraphs, no introduction or conclusion, awkward sentence structure, major mechanical errors (run-on sentences, comma splices, wrong use of semi-colon, wrong use of comma-conjunction, misused words, i.e., their for there, etc.)

C (C-)  Tense and ver-subject agreement errors, minor spelling errors, minor punctuation errors, paraphrased or retold author’s work

B   Introduction, well written, well developed paragraphs, author’s work discussed in student’s own words, good use of rhetorical/literary devices, good use of figurative language, minor mechanical errors, and a conclusion that solves, settles, and/or ties all loose ends of the essay.

A  Introduction, well written, well developed paragraphs, excellent use of figurative language, excellent use of vocabulary words, excellent use of literary devices, very minor mechanical errors/conventions, content is a well defined specific discussions of the author’s work, content is logically developed in support of hypothesis, conclusion has solved or resolved argument that was set forth in hypothesis and body

Plagiarism is deadly to a student’s college career in the English subject.  Not only is it copying the author’s work verbatim, it also comes under copying work from the internet to be used as the student’s own and/or using work done by a tutor as the student’s own work.   Students will receive an F on that particular assignment.

Support services are available:  Computer Writing Center; English Assistance Lab; Library and Student Services.  Students must enroll in at least one-half unit of LSKL 800 to obtain tutoring services.

Rules:  Students are expected to be in class on time every day.  Tardies may cause students to miss the proper directions and instructions for the day’s lesson. Tardies also interrupt and disturb not only the continuity of the instructor’s lectures but also the other students’ attentive participation during those lectures.

1.       All work is due on the assigned day.  Students should avoid being penalized for turning in late assignments.  (The final essay is due on the assigned day ONLY.) 

2.      Student Conduct:  Please turn off cell phones and pagers while in class.  Students talking during lectures not only disrupts the professor, but it also disturbs other students sitting near the talkative students.

3.      Each student has the obligation to know and uphold the College Rules and Regulations.  Students who engage in disruptive behavior—conduct that interferes with the instructional, administrative, or service functions of the course—can be subject to disciplinary action, including suspension and/or expulsion from the course and/or college.  Specifically, cell phone interruptions, the use of iPods and/or pagers habitual profanity of vulgarity, and continued willful disobedience will result in disciplinary action.  Reference the Student Code or Conduct for further description of unacceptable disruptive behavior.

 4.  "Beginning Fall Semester 2009, smoking is now permitted only in designated areas in parking lots around campus.  Designated areas are clearly marked and ashtrays are located nearby.  The active participation and cooperation of all students, faculty, staff, and guests in promoting a healthy and safe environment at Skyline College and guests are expected to observe the smoking policy.  Tobacco-free resources are available in the Student Health Center located in Building 2, Room 2209; the number is 650-738-4270 and on the Skyline College website."

EXTRA CREDIT:  EC is awarded through oral participation and thorough critical examination of the author’s work above and beyond the assigned tasks.

REQUIRED:  Class written essays are turned in at the end of the period; the instructor corrects and returns them to the students the following day.  The students will then rewrite those essays and return them to the instructor for a second grade.

EXAM:  Students should expect weekly quizzes that will reflect their knowledge of the previous week’s lessons.  There will be a midterm and a final exam reflecting their knowledge of the reading, lectures, and of various forms of grammar and of literary devices in composition writing:  Tests and quizzes—weekly

                                                     Midterm – (cerca)  Second week in October, 2009

                                                     Final - Wednesday, December 16, 2009 at 11:10-1:40

STATEMENT:  In coordination with the DSPS Office, reasonable accommodation will be provided for eligible students with disabilities.  If you do not yet have an accommodation letter, please contact the DSPS Office at (650)738-4280.
ATTENDANCE:  Daily attendance is required.  Students who are absent may miss too many lecture assignments that can not be made up; those lectures will help improve their writing skills and overall English learning.  Since writing is a most vital ingredient in this class, it is to the students’ great advantage to attend class every day.  Students who miss ten classes may be dropped from the roll; however, students are required to file an appropriate drop or withdrawal from admissions and records or they may receive an  F in the course.

(“The above schedule and procedures in the course are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.”)
