[bookmark: _GoBack]How to Use the Remote Telescopes at Tzec Maun Observatory

This page will allow you to log onto the web and use telescopes remotely to take images of astronomical objects.  These telescopes are located in New Mexico and in Australia and are coordinated into Tzec Maun Observatory.  Tzec Maun, is the Mayan name for the planet Mercury.   You can log on from your home, using your own computer.   What can you take images of?  How about the Orion Nebula, the Horsehead Nebula, the Pleiades, etc.   You can then download them to your computer.    There is no cost to you, ie, it is free!!

If you are new to using a telescope, you will be using one of two 180 mm refractors:  the AP 180 or the Epsilon 180.    There is a training video that you must see before you use the scopes.   If you are more experienced, there are several, more sophisticated scopes available.  

Here is the procedure to use to create your own account to use the telescope:
•   Go to the following page http://portal.tzecmaun.org/student/signup.php
 to sign up.
•   Once on the sign up page, select College of San Mateo from the list, and enter the
Team Password, bulldog and click the Submit button. 
•   This will take you to a new page, where you enter the following information: 
		a. First name 
		b. Last name 
		c. Username (must be 6 or more characters) 
		d. Password (must be 6 or more characters) 
		e. Time zone
		f. Email address (for schedule reminders) 
g. Phone (optional – occasionally, Tzec Maun will have to call a student about a problem with the scope
•   Then, click the “Click here...” button to create your account. You now have a telescope account and an observatory web site account. 
•   Next, click on the telescope portal page as their point of entry into the system: 
http://portal.tzecmaun.org

Once on the portal page, click on the Help button to access the training videos..  This will explain how to take images with the scope.  Once you have seen this, schedule time for anyone of the beginner telescopes.  Time blocks are in 1 hour increments.  It’s best to schedule 1 hour at a time until you become familiar with the system.

Once, you’ve taken an image, follow the directions to download the image to your computer.

Have fun!!
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