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COMPLETION AND END OF THE YEAR CEREMONIES 
 

End of the Year Luncheon is a celebration and a fund raiser 

Skylineôs annual End of the Year Luncheon on June 27 was, as always, a joyful celebration and 

recognition of some outstanding people who have made particular contributions to the college.  And on 

top of all that, the event raised $840 in funds for student scholarships.  The two special recognition 

awards for Classified Staff this year went to Pablo Gonzalez (EOPS, Care and CalWorks) and Manny 

Tablan from the mailroom.  The Academic Senate special recognition awards went to Rachel Bell, 

Michael Moynihan, Jacqueline Escobar and outgoing Senate President Carla Campillo. The Meyer 

Award for excellence in teaching presented to a new faculty member went to Liza Erpelo of the 

Language Arts Division. Richard Lambert was recognized in retirement.  In honor of Sherri Bookstaffôs 

return, a purchase of equipment was made for the 

Physical Education Department, thanks to the Senate and 

to Regina Stanback-Stroud.  In addition, Cathy Hasson, 

departing head of Planning, Research and Institutional 

Effectiveness was recognized by faculty and others for 

her terrific work at Skyline for the past three years.  The 

photos are of Nick Kapp presenting the Meyer Award to 

Liza Erpelo; Kenny Zepeda and Minerva Velasquez 

dancing; and Anyta Archerôs pleasure at her raffle luck 

along with the three ñjudgesòðJeff Acidera, Eloisa 

Briones and Cass Christian. 
 

Victoria P. Morrow, Ph.D. 

June 25, 2008 
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Classified Service Awards Luncheon honors four 

Skylineôs annual luncheon on May 23 recognized classified service of the following individuals:  

            10 years:  Sue Lorenzo 

            20 years:  Kamla Bucceri and Pat Tyler 

            25 years:  Cass Christian 

The Skyline Foggerz performed as usual, and their performance was the best ever.  The members are 

Terry Stats, Kristen Abel, Julene Rhoan and Cass Christian.  They gave the first ever public 

performance of a new tune written by Kristen entitled ñSkyline Shines.ò 

 

TRIO/STAARS graduation honors student success 
The TRIO/STAARS family of students, staff and faculty members gathered on at a luncheon banquet to 

celebrate the achievements of 26 STAARS students who are graduating or transferring at the close of 

this academic year.  The TRIO/STAARS program saluted these determined students, who are often the 

first in their families to attend college, for their perseverance and success.  Sonya Pope, a fellow 

graduate and inspirational author, provided a heartwarming keynote address followed by the uplifting 

stories of Sanjani Kumar and Kimberly Kyauk, graduating STAARS graduates.   Students graduating 

with honors and high honors were acknowledged for their outstanding achievement before graduation 

stoles were distributed to all graduating students.  In order to help students achieve their goals as quickly 

as possible, the TRIO/STAARS Program provides students with a variety of services designed to create 

an academically focused environment. These services include provide special courses focused on 

individual students' needs, personalized academic counseling, tutorial services, academic mentors, 

priority registration, assistance with the transfer process, visits to transfer campuses, and, for some 

students, grant aid to supplement their financial aid package.  

 
Early Childhood Education students celebrate their completion 
Skyline and Cañadaôs ECE programs and San Francisco Stateôs Child and Adolescent Development 

program partnered to celebrate the completion of certificate, AA degree and BA degree students in a 

ceremony on May 22 at Cañada College. The keynote speaker was Michelle Blakley, Program Specialist 

from First 5 San Mateo County.   Many family members were there to share the moment with the 

students.  
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Student Recognition and Awards Ceremony 

Skyline College hosted another successful and well-attended Student Recognition and Awards Banquet 

at the Main Theater on May 9.  The event was followed by a reception for the students, their families 

and donors in the Student Center.  This yearôs scholarship program honored 99 scholarship recipients, 

97 students who have completed a transfer program, 22 students who have completed the Honors 

Transfer Program, 202 Phi Theta Kappa members who have achieved International Honor Society status 

and 536 students who have been named to Deanôs List for Spring 2007 and Fall 2007.  In addition to 

numerous academic, leadership, and service awards, more than $125,000 dollars in scholarship monies 

were awarded.   

 

The photo at the right is of Nicole La Roche receiving 

her Pister scholarship for UC Santa Cruz (with MC 

Phyllis Taylor in the background), which provides 

$20,000 over two years, assistance in securing 

additional funding to cover all additional costs, an 

individually tailored mentoring program, and assistance 

in finding paid or volunteer summer work. 

 

The photo at the left is of Kahee Jo, the 

recipient of the Genentech Scholar Award, All 

USA Academic First Team, the All-California 

First Team, and the 2008 New Century 

Scholar. 

 

 

Filipino Kommunity Kommencement at Liwanag Kultural Center  

On May 16, nine students from the Kababayan Program participated in Liwanag Kutural Center's 3rd 

Annual Filipino Kommunity Kommencement, 

celebrating their achievements with students 

from Westmoor High School and Immaculate 

Conception Academy.  Nate Nevado and 

Denyce Abrigo (current Kababayan Program 

student) were on hand as emcees, Warly 

Caturay sang the American and Filipino 

national anthems, and Liza Erpelo and Nikki 

Santiago awarded the graduates with their 

stoles. This year's celebrants were Jan Salas, 

Emily Piros, Yab Cruz, Thomas Vallero, Joel 

Cayabyab, Rommel Conclara, James 

Brillantes, Jason Moorhouse, and Bo Bato. 



4 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Talisman awards ceremony showcases student creativity 

This is the 38th consecutive year of publishing Talisman, Skylineôs student literary and art magazine.  

On May 22, students, faculty, staff and friends met in the Gallery Theatre for the annual awards 

ceremony. Students read from their creative pieces inspired by their varied experiences.  Award winners 

are: 

¶ 27th Annual Victoria Alvarado Memorial Short Story Award: 1st Prize, John Pedruco; 2nd Prize, 

Joyce De la Torre; 3rd Prize, Alexandra Cook-Milligan; Honorable Mention, Freddy Grijalva. 

¶ 26th Annual Dorothy Dutcher Literary Awards for Poetry: 1st Prize, (Tie) Ashley Manibay; 2nd 

Prize, David Shuler; 3rd Prize, Karen Ho; Honorable Mention:  Renato Peña, DeeDee Welch, 

Lindsay D ôAmico, Elaine Martinez and Joseph Borrelli. 

¶ 26th Annual Dorothy Dutcher Award Journal Award: 1st Prize, Jennifer Burket. 

Editorial staff members are: Brendan Clark, Monet Fielding, Adviser Katharine Harer, Jeanine Heran, 

Elaine Martinez, Alex Shively & DeeDee Welch. The cover artist is Danni Lee, Alfonso Maciel is the 

cover designer and Mary Campi is text and art designer.  Talisman is supported by Associated Students 

of Skyline College, the Language Arts Department and individual faculty members. Katharine Harer has 

been the faculty editor of the magazine for 16 years. Here are Ashley Manibay who had two poems win 

first place for the 26th Annual Dorothy Dutcher Literary Awards for Poetry; John Pedruco, first place 

winner of the 27th Annual Victoria Alvarado Memorial Short Story Award; and Renato Peña , 

honorable mention, 26th Annual Dorothy Dutcher Literary Awards for Poetry. 

Bio-Tech program honors student certificate 

completion 

The Biotechnology Manufacturing Certificate Program 

held its completion ceremony on May 21 in the Student 

and Community Center. These happy students were 

presented with Certificates of Participation: Marivic 

Bernardo, Ernesto Beteta, Lorna Boncodin, Nathan 

Brennecke, Lily Choi, Helen Dai, Katherine Irber, Jeffrey 

Kai, William Kwok, Lawrence Lau, Joseph Leung, Helene 

Licarte, Winnie Lin, Pauline Peralta, Precilla Prasad, Dan 

Singh, Myra Tolentino, Alexander Verlarde and Yuliya 

Vrubel. Also pictured are Nick Kapp and Mousa Ghanma, 

instructors. The intensive program prepares students for 

good manufacturing careers in the biotechnology industry.  
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Butterfly GraduationðChildrenôs Centerôs five-year-olds move on 

The five-year-olds in the collegeôs Childrenôs Center, most of whom are children of Skyline students, 

celebrate a big transition each year when they move on to kindergarten.  The former ñcaterpillarsò have 

become ñbutterfliesò and the wonderful Childrenôs Center faculty and staff helped them make the 

transition, along with showing the younger children what is ahead for them.  The event was held in the 

Main Theater for the first time this year, in order to allow for more family members to attend, and there 

were well over 100 people there.   

Automotive Technology programôs annual banquet brings students, family, faculty and staff 

together 

About 200 people gathered on May 17 to celebrate the completion of this yearôs group of Auto Tech 

students, along with student scholarships and recognition of the very critical automotive industry 

partnersðToyota and Nissan.  As always it was fun and inspiring and represented a model of 

partnershipðamong the faculty and staff, the students, the industry partners and the college as a whole.  

Here are Tom Broxholm, Perry Dair and Rick Escalambre with some of the students recognized at the 

event. 

 

Hermanos program celebrates the end of a 

triumphant year  

Tuesday, May 20th highlighted the second year the 

Hermanos program has graduated a cohort of 18 senior 

Latino males from South San Francisco High School.  

They will all be continuing their education and all have 

registered to attend Skyline College, College of San 

Mateo and San Jose State University this fall.  In 

celebrating their achievements, the Program invited 

students, families, community members and Skyline 
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College faculty and staff.  The celebration included recognition of the high school students, Hermanos 

Club, appreciation of the supportive family members who filled Room 6202, and of community leaders 

who support the program.  With over 100 people in attendance, the student spotlight was strong and the 

inspiring students who spoke of what Hermanos has meant to them was movingðSteve Valencia 

(Skyline), Gabriel Barrientos (Skyline), and Dionicio Garcia (South San Francisco High School).  

Recognized for their strong support of the program were Pedro Gonzalez, Mayor Elect of South San 

Francisco, and Marta Bookbinder, Collaborative Projects Coordinator of the Community Learning 

Center. 

 

SKYLINE SHINES 

 
Presidentôs Innovation Fund awardees have been selected 
Skyline College has announced the successful proposals that will receive support from the Presidentôs 

Innovation Fund (PIF) for 2008-09. Skylineôs annual Presidentôs Breakfast raises the financial support 

for the Presidentôs Innovation Fund, as does the San Mateo County Community Colleges Foundation. 

The goal of the PIF is to provide start-up funding to faculty and staff developing innovative programs 

and services. With limited funds, the challenge is always to support as many of the innovative proposals 

as possible.  The list of awardees with descriptions of the projects is posted on Skylineôs website at 

http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/skypio/pif/index.html.            

¶ The HY-PHE Project (Heightening Your Personal Development through Higher Education) 

¶ Gallery Theatre Upgrade 

¶ Rock The School Bells:  Multicultural Hip-Hop Conference 

¶ ASTEP (African American Success Through Excellence and Persistence) Math Academy 

¶ Hermanos - Adding a second high school 

¶ Skyline Reads: What is the What 

¶ Kababayan Filipino Folk Dance Company 

¶ Hermanas ï Building an educational bridge into higher education for young Latina students 

 

Skyline College student accepts commissioner position in South San Francisco 

Tony Jara, South San Francisco High School alumnus and treasurer of Skylineôs 

Hermanos Club, has been appointed to serve as a commissioner for the Housing 

Authority serving the City of South San Francisco.  There are 5 members, 

appointed to 4-year terms on the Housing Authority Commission.  The 

Commission approves the awarding of bids for any work to be done in the 

Authority (e.g., painting, tree trimming, and landscape maintenance), changes to 

all policies, lease agreements, and contracts.  Tony has been a member of the 

Hermanos Program for the last two years and has developed many skills 

including leadership, public speaking, and networking.  He traveled to Los 

Angeles last month to present the Hermanos program at a state conference, has 

presented to multiple high schools across the state, and was a student speaker at 

this yearôs Presidentôs Breakfast.  As the eldest of nine siblings, he finds himself 

being a role model, and at times, the provider for others.   

 

Skylineôs PTK named a ñ5 Star Chapterò 

The Beta Theta Omicron chapter of Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society received special commendation 

during the Nevada/California Regional Convention.  The chapter fulfilled all requirements for the 

distinction of being named a ñ5 Star Chapter.ò  The chapter and college will receive international 

recognition through being cited on the PTK website at www.ptk.org.  The Chapter Development 

http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/skypio/pif/index.html
http://www.ptk.org/
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Program �³reflects the scholarly ideals of Phi Theta Kappa, [and] serves as a blueprint for developing a 

strong chapter and for earning local, regional, and international recognition. In this program, chapters do 

not compete against one another. Participation encourages excellence and recognizes progress in the 

attainment of goals set by the chapter.ò  Skylineôs chapter was also recognized at the recent International 

Convention. 
 

 Skyline wins a grant for a community collaborative in career and technical education 
The California Community Colleges Board of Governors has awarded Skyline College $349,955 to 

support the Career and Technical Education Community Collaborative (CTE-CC). Serving the region of 

the San Mateo County Community College District (SMCCD), CTE-CC will  focus on emerging and 

high demand career opportunities in: 1) Energy and Utilities, 2) Education, Child Development, and 

Family Services, and 3) Health Science and Medical Technology.  A Middle College with a emphasis on 

high demand industry sectors will be developed at Skyline College.  Additionally CTE-CC will provide 

career exploration opportunities for 7
th
 and 8

th
 graders, worksite and industry-based experience for 

teachers/faculty, and other professional development opportunities. Partners include Cañada College, 

College of San Mateo, San Mateo County Regional Occupation Program, several secondary school 

districts in the region, industry partners and others. The project began June 1, 2008.  

 

 ñSkyline rocks Stanfordò 

The title of this item came from the latest edition of ñFlasherò, the May 2008 edition of the Honors 

Transfer Program newsletter (posted on Skylineôs website at http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/skyhon/ ).  

On May 20, there was a recap of three of the presentations originally done by Skyline students at the 

first Community College Honors Research Symposium at Stanford University in April.  The three 

presentations and the students who made them are: 

¶ Cornelia Spearing, ñWiley Coyote Meets the Leprechaun 

¶ Ashley Good, ñDisease Detectives:  Giardiasis Outbreakò 

¶ Luis Bill, Max Kalinin and Leo Szeto, ñThe 
Wally-Hugger Robot:  Creating a 

Differential Drive Robotò 

Thanks to Katharine Harer for her leadership of the Honors 

Transfer Program, to the faculty who have encouraged 

these students and, in some cases, who accompanied them 

to Stanford and assisted as workshop moderators--Luciana 

Castro, Nina Floro, Rosemary Bell, Connie Beringer and 

Donna Bestock, and to Phyllis Taylor for her work with the 

students in refining their presentations.  Pictured in the 

photo at right are (from left) Max Kalinin, Luis Bill and 

Leo Szeto with ñHally,ò the wall-hugging robot.  By the 

way, these three Skyline engineering students recently 

secured prestigious summer internships as a result of their 

hard work, support from Skyline professors and ñHally.ò Luis is a mechanical engineering student who 

will intern at the NASA Robotics Academy in Alabama this summer. Leo is an electrical engineering 

student who will intern at the Logistic Department at the University of Dortmund in Germany. Max is a 

mechanical engineer who will intern with MIT in Alameda Co. They are not sure yet with whom Hally 

will live this summer.  All three plan to transfer to four-year universities in fall 2009. 

 


