TUESDAY FEBRUARY 16 7:00 PM  

Parca Parent Network in South San Francisco 

WILLIAM DAVENPORT PRESENTS MAKING MOVIES AND MAKING FRIENDS:  USING FILMMAKING TO TEACH SOCIAL SKILLS 

William Davenport is the executive director of Autism Social Connection (ASC).  ASC is an inclusive community based non-profit serving children and adults on the autism spectrum and their family and friends.  William will discus ASC's media program as well as the need for more community based socialization programs. William's interest in special education began while he was teaching filmmaking, journalism and broadcast television courses at Fremont High School in Sunnyvale. After leaving the high school, William received a teaching credential in Special Education and has taught at various non-public schools. 

William Davenport's background also includes advanced degrees in education and filmmaking, an extensive work experience with award winning productions shown at film festivals around the world, and ownership of a successful commercial production company prior to becoming a full-time teacher.  William has taught college level filmmaking and technology courses at San Francisco State University, UC Berkeley, the San Francisco School of Digital Filmmaking, Art Academy and the Art Institute of San Francisco.  

Click HERE to RSVP or Click HERE to view listing of all events on our website (www.parca.org/events)  

SUNDAY MARCH 7 1:30 PM 

Burlingame Recreation Center 

MITRA AHANI, CCC-SLP, Presents “Hello Gorgeous!”  A Workshop about Social Communication, Functional Communication and Language Development in Children With Autism 

Mitra started Route 2 Language (see www.route2language.com) to provide quality services to children with autism and their families. She has 10 years of experience with verbal and non-verbal kids on the autism spectrum both in private practice and in public/non-public education. She follows a developmental model that emphasizes social and functional communication. Her passion derives from her niece, who has autism. She personally experienced the challenges families face when a child is diagnosed on the autism spectrum. Her work is dedicated to meeting the needs of the families as well as the children. Mitra is currently working on her PhD in Infant Mental Health and Developmental Disorders through the Interdisciplinary Council on Developmental and Learning Disorders. She is also the co-creator of My Wire’s Let's Cook! Life Skills for Kids on the Autism Spectrum.  

While much of Mitra Ahani's work is with kids on the autism spectrum, much of what she discusses is more broadly applicable.  She works to make parents feel empowered, not frustrated or overwhelmed by providing tips for creating meaningful communicative interactions between parents and their kids during their daily lives. 

Click HERE to RSVP or click HERE to view listing of all events on our website (www.parca.org/events). 

TUESDAY, MARCH 16 

PARCA PARENT NETWORKING IN SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO 

LISA MEDINA PRESENTS UNDERSTANDING SENSORY ISSUES 

Lisa Medina, OT, will be discussing Sensory Issues.  Her discussion will include understanding what is a sensory issue, the signs and symptoms that deserve attention, what difficulties do symptoms create, and what can be done at school and at home to help. 

 Click HERE to RSVP or Click HERE to view listing of all events on our website (www.parca.org/events)    

FUN SOCIAL EVENTS 

City of San Bruno Parks and Recreation Services Department has a Special Needs Program offering Social Events on Wednesday Evenings.  The calendar for January through March is attached and events are listed on our website (click HERE for our website) Contact Jennifer Tucker with San Bruno Recreation Center at (650) 616-7184 for more information. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

AUTISM STUDY NEEDS HELP 

The Early Autism Risk Longitudinal Investigation (EARLI) is a UC Davis M.I.N.D. Institute autism research study looking for the possible genetic and environmental causes of autism.  The EARLI study is currently recruiting mothers who have a child diagnosed with an Autism Spectrum Disorder and are less than 20 weeks pregnant, or are planning a pregnancy.  The study follows the mothers throughout their pregnancy and provides free developmental assessments up until the new child’s 3rd birthday. 

Contact Nicole Taylor, Clinic Coordinator, at (530) 752- 6511 for more information. 

DOWN SYNDROME  BUDDY WALK 

Join the National Down Syndrome Society for the Buddy Walk on Washington February 24th and 25th, 2010. 

The Buddy Walk on Washington will be a powerful way for advocates in the Down Syndrome Community to: 

Send a strong message of advocacy from the Down syndrome community about important national policy priorities; meet and create positve relationships with policy makers; connect with other Down syndrome advocates from around the country; learn new strategies for successful advocacy;  and educate elected officials about the strengths and needs of their constituents with Down Syndrome 

Click HERE or call  1-800-221-4602 for more information.
