Skyline College
Memorandum

To: Shari, Nick, Ed, Mel, Sandra, Andy, Fern
Date: June 4, 2001
From: Chris

Re: Science Attitude Survey

Here are the results of the Science Attitude Survey of nonmajors. Students in 100-level
courses were surveyed during the second week (pre) and last week (post) of the Spring
2001 semester. The number of respondents was 324 (pre) and 241 (post). Overall,
students’ attitudes about Biology were more positive after their Biology courses.

Semantic differential
Biology is (5) Understandable...(1) Mysterious
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Students were asked to whether they were frightened
by the following activites:

Performing an
experiment in lab

Memorizing names in the
periodic table

Reading/voting on
student fees

Adding an acid to a bas
to neutralize it

Memorizing a list of
historical dates

Cooling a hot tub to the
appropriate temperature
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It makes me nervous
to think about doing a
biology experiment

When I hear
"Biology," I have a
feeling of dislike
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Students were asked whether they agree with these statements:

I have a good feeling [
toward biology

I don't like biology; it Fe ey

scares me

Biology is very e
interesting to me
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