SLO Assessment Plan

Department: Biology
Course: BIOL 675

	SLO
	Assessment Method & Criteria
	Term
	Outcome Results
	Analysis & Action

	1.
Discuss and understand one area of biological science (e.g., marine mammals; emerging infectious disease)

Fall 2010, Fall 2011

1.
Explain the importance of water.

2. 
Evaluate human impact on water resources.

2. 
Discuss the water challenges facing society.
Fall 2009, Spring 2011

1.
Evaluate the potential impact and liabilities of energy technologies.

2.
Compare the benefits and challenges of energy sources.

2006-2007:

· Discuss methods used in marine mammal investigations.

· Describe how marine mammals are used as an indicator of environmental health.

· List important factors in the protection and study of marine mammals.

2005-2006, Fall 2008

· Discuss and understand the role of microor​gan​isms in infectious diseases.

· List the factors that lead to the emergence of dis​eases.

· Describe methods of controlling infectious dis​eases.
	1a. 
Pre- and post-test.
Assessment: Students will complete a pre- and post-course test.
Criterion: Students will show increased knowledge of the subject matter.

1b. 
Research project
Assessment: Scoring rubric (60 points).
Criterion: 90% will achieve ≥50.

1c.  Presentation of findings
Assessment:  Students will present project to the class.
Criterion:  They will not throw up or pass out during their talk (

	Spring 2006

2008-09

2010-11
	1b. Spring 2006: 70% scored 50

1b. Fall 2011 100% scored ≥45.

1c. Spring 2008-Fall 2009: 3 students presented their projects at the Honors Research Symposium
	No action.

	2.
Apply the knowledge of biological science to distinguish between observations, inferences, relationships, and testimonials under investigation.
	Students interest and perception of course topic

Assessment: Students will complete an evaluation of the course.
Criterion: 90% will find the material relevant to them.
	Spring 2006


	Spring 2006: 100% said course was relevant and interesting.
	No action.


