
University. Born and raised in San Francisco, Dr. Rodríguez is a first-generation  
college student who earned his undergraduate and graduate degrees at UC Davis in  
Chicano Studies and Human and Community Development, and his Ph.D. in education 
with an emphasis in community college leadership through Oregon State University.  
He lives in Woodland with his wife, Irma, an EOP&S Coordinator at Sacramento City  
College, and two children. 
 
Ms. Patricia Saulsbury is currently employed as the Learning   
Resource Center Coordinator at the Nevada County Campus of Sierra 
Community College at the Grass Valley location.  She has worked for 
Sierra College for 11 years.  Her previous positions include: CCL-EAR 
(Council of Chief Librarians Electronic Access and Resources  
committee); Academic Faculty Senate representative, Accreditation  
Co-chair for Standard Six, Sierra College Foundation Coordinating 
Council Member, Lincoln Library Advisory Committee, Steering  
Committee member for Nevada County Campus Bond Projects,  
Children’s Librarian for Sutter County Library, Reference and Technical Services Librarian 
at Hartnell Community College, Librarian for Monterey Public Library, and Art Depart-
ment Coordinator for Pro-Log Corporation.  She earned a B.A. from the University of Santa 
Cruz and a M.L.I.S from San Jose State University. 

  
Ms. Nancy Silva is a faculty member in the Theatre Arts  
Department at American River College. She served six years as the 
Area A Representative on the ASCCC Executive Committee (1998-03), 
which included the following State committees and duties: Chair, 
Standards and Practices Committee; Chair, Local Senates Committee; 
Chair, Elections Committee; Chair, Research Committee; Chair,  
Faculty Development Committee; 1998 Co-coordinator and 1999  
Coordinator, Institute for Faculty Leadership.  Local college  
committee membership includes: Curriculum Committee, Staff and 
Institutional Development; Flex; Articulation Council; Strategic  

Planning; Buildings and Grounds; Accreditation; and Shared Governance.  Ms. Silva has 
also served as Department Chair, and she was a member of the Student Services Commit-
tee for the American River College Accreditation Self Study in 1993-94. She has served on 
one previous accreditation team. 

Mr. Robert Garber, Team Chair, is the President of Pierce  
College in Woodland Hills, CA.  Prior to assuming his current  
position in February 2006, he served as the Vice President of  Student 
Services at San Diego Miramar College for 10 years.  He comes to this 
assignment with experience serving on numerous accreditation 
teams and involvement with campus accreditation processes for 
more than 30 years.  Mr. Garber is a community college graduate and 
completed his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Social Psychology 
at the University of California, Berkeley. 
 

 
Dr. Joy McCaslin, Team Assistant, is Vice President of  
Student Services at Pierce College.  She has served in this position 
for eleven years.  Prior to that, she had several different positions 
in student services, and began her career as a faculty member in 
the English department at Antelope Valley College.  This is her 
fifth accreditation visit.  Dr. McCaslin earned her Ph.D. in  
education from UCLA. 

Skyline College 
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Open Forums: Tuesday, October 23 1:30-2:30 p.m., Room 5131 
                                      5:30-6:30 p.m., Room 5131 
Exit Interview: Thursday, October 25 2:00 -3:00 p.m., Room 2306 
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Ms. Norma Ambriz, now Interim Dean of Social Sciences at 
Chabot College, is in her third decade of community college  
service. She has served as an administrator, faculty member, and 
counselor. Assisting students in reaching their academic goals is 
the driving force behind her successes in institutionalizing  
programs and processes. Among her recent accomplishments are 
negotiation and implementation of the international student  
program (ELS) for the District and her research with Title III and 
Title V schools, which will be integrated into the Title grant  
proposals. She graduated from Hartnell College, a community 

college, and went on to receive her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from San Diego State 
University. She is currently completing her doctorate in organizational leadership at the 
University of LaVerne.  
 
Ms. Michelle Barton is the Director of Institutional Research and  
Planning for the Palomar Community College District.  She has served on 
the Board of the Research and Planning Group for the California  
Community Colleges since 2002 and currently serves on the Executive 
Board as the Treasurer. In addition, Ms. Barton is a member of an 
advisory group to the California Community Colleges’ Chancellor’s office 
providing technical assistance in the implementation of the system’s 
statewide reporting and accountability model.  Ms. Barton has more than 
ten years of experience planning, conducting and disseminating all  
aspects of institutional research.  Also, she has experience facilitating, developing and  
implementing strategic and master plans in the community college environment.  Prior to 
working in institutional research, Ms. Barton served as a research psychologist and  
conducted research and development activities in the areas of human resources and  
training.  Ms. Barton earned her Master’s of Science and Bachelor’s of Science degrees in 
Psychology with an emphasis in Industrial and Organizational Psychology from San Diego 
State University. 

Dr. Marilyn Brock earned her doctorate from Pepperdine  
University, and master’s and bachelor’s degrees from California State 
University at Long Beach. Her professional experience includes full 
time community college teaching, and serving in the following  
administrative roles: Assistant Dean of Instruction, (West Los Angeles 
College) Dean of Health Occupations, (Cerritos College) Vice  
President of Academic Affairs, (Long Beach City College) Superinten-
dent, President (Mendocino College) retired, Interim Vice President 
Berklee College of Music, and Interim Vice President Academic  
Affairs, Rio Hondo College. 

Mr. Robert E. Fox, Vice President of Student Services and Dean of  
Students at Fresno City College, is completing his 27th year of service as 
Chief Student Services Officer at that institution and his 42nd year as a 
college administrator.  In his current role, he is responsible for the  
planning and implementation of a full range of services that include  
innovations in enrollment management, outreach and student  
development.  He has held similar positions at two other community 
colleges and a private liberal arts college. 

 
Mr. Gary Nitta is a graduate of the University of Idaho with a BS 
degree in Fisheries/Wildlife Resource Management, and he earned a 
Master of Business Administration (MBA) degree. Mr. Nitta has 
served as the Director of Administrative Services at Kaua‘i  
Community College since 1982.  Mr. Nitta has participated in multiple 
accreditation processes at Kaua‘i Community College, focusing  
primarily on Financial and Physical Resources.  Skyline College will 
be Mr. Nitta’s fifth visit as an evaluation team member.   
 

Mr. Don Palm is dean for Sacramento City College's Davis  
outreach center. Before becoming dean, he taught history and was 
chair for history, political science, and social science, as well as  
coordinator for the international studies program (he travelled in 
Latin America, Africa, and Europe). As a faculty member, he served 
with several shared governance committees (budget, Planning  
Research and Institutional Effectiveness, and curriculum, and special 
task forces on SLOs at course, program, and college levels, as well as 
enrollment management). As dean, he continues as a member of the 
curriculum and SLO committees and the enrollment management task force. He has a B.A. 
from the University of Washington and an M.A. from San Francisco State, along with  
further study at the University of Texas at Austin. 

 
Dr. Francisco Rodríguez became the sixth president of Cosumnes 
River College of the Los Rios Community College District in July 2003, 
and is now in his 23rd year of working in California higher education. 
Before coming to Cosumnes River, he served as Executive and as 
Associate Dean of Woodland Community College. He began his  
educational career at UC Davis in Student Affairs where he worked in 
student outreach and undergraduate admissions, student leadership 
development, and diversity education. Dr. Rodríguez also teaches in 
the graduate program in educational leadership at Sacramento State 

 


