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The High Cost of Gasoline for 2005.

By Walter Hernandez
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   The high prices of gasoline have been quickly increasing during these last months. And today the prices range is between $2.00 and $3.00. We are consuming it, so those high costs don’t matter to the average consumer.  The gasoline is very important to be able to drive between one place to another. But there is a great interest in many companies to diminish the use of this valued and appreciated type of liquid.

   The government report on gasoline’s use says that we are getting ever closer to burning as much gasoline as we did last year, when prices were typically 1.7% less than today. After the Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, the percentage was higher because of disrupted energy operations in the Gulf of Mexico. For example, only in California 45% of the 
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refineries increased their exports of gas to other cities which rely more heavily than on supplies from battered Gulf States: for example the cities Louisiana, New Orleans, Mississippi, etc.  

   According to California Energy Commission, which released a report for the month of September, California prices hit an all-time statewide high of $3.06 per gallon. The report, “2005 Gasoline Price Movements in California”, concluded that California’s fortunes at the pump were tied to events elsewhere. (News for you)

   Those kinds of problems affected the United States and other countries. For example months ago, crude-oil prices increased every week  in such cities as San Francisco, New York , etc, when winter storms were reported to hit those areas. Therefore the storms created a high demand for hard heating fuels in that key market. (SFO chronicle).

   The continual growth of high oil prices have lead consumers to look for more information on gas electric hybrids and other fuel efficient cars, because the people want save a lot of money. 

The story about price is not local, but is something general around the world.

 The government should look for ways in order to help the economy, for example spend less money in military supplies, create more job opportunities, and diminish the unemployment rate.   

Newspapers cited:
1. News for you. August 31, 2005.

2. San Francisco Chronicle. November 21, 2005.

3. SFGate. November 18, 2005.

The Natural-Gas Prices Soaring

 by Huiye 
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      The Hurricanes Katrina and Rita knocked out 80 percent of the production that causing the natural prices rise by more than 70 percent during October. It would shock Americans that face record winter heating bills. 

       The U.S. Energy Department made its forecast in early. People will have to pay 52 percent more for natural gas, 34 percent for heating oil, 16 percent for coal, and 11 percent for electricity than last winter. Natural gas surged by 14 percent, the biggest monthly increase in nearly four years. (Crutsinger)

       Some analysts thought it might be the start of widespread inflation. "There is beginning to be evidence that high energy prices are starting to spill over into the rest of the economy," said Nariman Behravesh, chief economist at Global Insight. Analysts noted that airline fares were up while hotel and motel rates. Food costs, and new car prices medical care costs increase also. (Crutsinger)

       “We want to get customers through this difficult winter, but we don’t want them to face a big bill at the end.” PG & E spokeswoman Christy Dennis said. PG & E proposed giving 20 percent rebates to customers who cut their natural-gas use by 10 percent this winter. This proposes unlike with existing programs that reduce bill for low-income families. The new efforts will cover all homes served. (Baker)

       “I think they realized that customers were not going to be able to pay these bills and it behooved them to work with us,” TURN spokeswoman Mindy Spatt said. The Utility Reform Network also proposed deferring about 9 percent for every home’s winter gas bill until the summer.

 (Baker)

       November 18, State regulators approved a program that will automatically give 20 percent rebates to PG & E customers who reduce their natural gas usage by at least ten percent. The San Francisco-based utility expects about half of its four-point-one million dollars natural gas customers to hit the conservation target, generating total rebates of about 200 million dollars. 

       To qualify, customers need to reduce their natural gas usage by ten percent during the billing period covering the first three months of 2006. The Office Ratepayer Advocates protested this plan, because they thought it would unfairly reward PG & E that had been energy hogs last year. The ORA also worried that the households would use some unsafe electric heaters to warm and pollute the air. (“Regulators approve”)
       Although, the cost-deferral program will shift a portion of winter's heating costs, it still affects our live. Because too many things’ prices increase at the same time, it will make heavy burden for people.

Newspapers Cited:

Baker, David R.  “PG&E has hot ideas for expensive winter .Utility seeks to offer rebates, delayed gas bill payments.” San Francisco Chronicle, November 4, 2005:sfgate.com
Crutsinger, Martin. “Consumer Prices Rise 0.2 Percent in Oct.” Economics Writer, November 4, 2005: sfgate.com
“Regulators approve PG&E rebates for natural gas conservation.” San Francisco Chronicle, November 18, 2005: sfgate.com
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The Pandemic Bird Flu

By Joseph Cheung

   The pandemic bird flu may affect human life, and everyone in the world is worrying about this natural disaster that will kill millions of the people.  Many countries are using different methods to avoid the disease spreading out.  However, many scientists have predicted that the pandemic bird flu could be transmitted from sick birds to human being. This research topic is about where the first place the bird flu appeared, how the pandemic bird flu spreads out, and what kinds of scientific methods can avoid the pandemic from spreading out further.

   The Chinese territory of Hong Kong recorded the first known cases of human being infected by H5N1 bird flu in 1997 (Cody, Washington Post).  Hong Kong is the first place where appeared the H5N1 bird flu.  At that time, there were 18 people infected and 6 people died.  Hong Kong also slaughtered 1.5 millions of poultry.

    During the summer, the virus was apparently carried by migrating birds from China and Southeast Asia to Kazakhstan and Siberia, in the Russian Federation, where it subsequently infected domestic chicken flocks. (Russell, Chronicle Medical Writer) Health experts predicted that the main sources to spread out the disease are by migrant birds.

   Vaccination can be an attractive tool to prevent outbreaks of highly pathogenic AI (avian influenza) virus in poultry, thereby achieving the aim of eliminating the source of human infections.” (Neergaard, AP Medical Writer) Some of the research found that vaccinations could protect the sick chickens. In addition, the vaccinations could have the ability to stop the virus’s spread.

    In conclusion, the pandemic bird flu is a very horrible virus because this could be a very huge disaster for human being. Therefore, every country is cooperating with each other to avoid those kinds of disaster from happening. 

Newspapers Cited:

Cody, Edward.  “China’s First human cases of Bird Flu are Confirmed, Disease Spread to People in Two Areas, Officials Announce.” Washington Post, 17, November, 2005.

Russell, Sabin. “U.S. Preparing for Bird Flu to Arrive from Eastern Asia Migrating Wildfowl Expected to Bring Virus to Americas.” Chronicle Medical Writer, 28,September, 2005.

Neergaard, Lauran. “Study: Bird Flu Vaccine Can Stop Spread.”  AP Medical Writer. 28, November, 2005.

The Golden Gate Suicides and the Barriers Debates.

By Yukari Perez
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  A lot of people were attracted to The Golden Gate Bridge because of its beauty and view.

  Since The Golden Gate Bridge was built, there was a big change in The United States; in fact, this project was responsible for many people’s lives.

  The Golden Gate Bridge was attractive for many people, even those with different intentions or ideas. There are many cases that are still astonishing hundreds of people because many of the attractive people have taken their own lives.

[image: image5.jpg]Mechanisms of Suicide by Age Group
10 year totals, 1987-1996, San Francisco

nabarof deat

EEY
m

[l i
Spoisonings|
=eocaton
Stals
oo

534 oM ks 4sas el G574 BL Gt
e groups
Souca COHS (1983-1998) & SF Madical Evaminet (1268)




  One of the suicides was jonathan James Alexander Zablotny, at the edge of 18 years old in February 01, 2005.

Jonathan was a very loved boy by his mom, but he had a lot of problems in school because he was not a very good student. He got depressed when he noticed that he probably would not  graduate from high school, and unfortunately he decided to stop his life. Jonathan’s body was found floating in The Golden Gate Bridge. (Lethal Beauty A7 feb.01, 2005)

  Another suicide was Gordon Brooke Thomas, known as Don, who was 35 years old when he committed suicide. Gordon  was a gay and he had a normal life. He was a filmmaker, and he made numerous films in the hope that they would increase tolerance for diversity. Gordon wanted to make the world a better place. 

   The reason of his death is still unknown. He just received a good bye kiss from his partner before rushing of to work, and then Gordon wrote a final journal and left without his bike or jacket and boarded a bus for The Golden Gate Bridge (Lethal Beauty A7 June.06, 2003)

  These are only a couple of cases of many which have the city alarmed.

  Since 1940 when this problem started the government has been thinking about a lot of methods to prevent the suicides on The Golden Gate Bridge.

  One of the methods is to build a barrier. There were many attempts. The fist one was presented in 1940, and the directors of the Golden Gate Bridge discussed an anti-suicide screen, but voted against it because they thought it would be expensive; therefore, it would be dangerous when the wind would be strong. 

  There were many more attempts like the fist one; however, none of them were completed.

  Finally in 2003 the directors installed 4-foot, 6 inch railings on each side to separate bicyclists and pedestrians from the roadway. It had good result because no one has ever died from falling into traffic since it was installed.

  The last attempt was in this year 2005. A filmmaker captured 19 death leaps, and many attempted suicides from the bridge on film in 2004.

  This is a good news about trying to build a barrier, but it should be done hurry because a lot of future suicides should prevented.

Newspaper cited:

“Jonathan’s suicide Feb.01, 2005. Lethal Beauty: five suicides”

San Francisco Chronicle, Nov 01, 2005 A7.

“Gordon’s suicide June 06,2003. Lethal Beauty: five suicides”

San Francisco chronicle, Nov 1, 2005 A7)

Zinko, Carolyne “Lethal Beauty: The barrier Debate” San Francisco Chronicle, Nov 3, 2005: sfgate.com. 

Juvenile  Gang Violence

By Yu Ding 
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     Juvenile crime is increasing due to a growing crack epidemic and increasing gang violence this year. It is terrible for kids and their parents. We should make our voice heard and make people notice.

    “When we allow our youth to loiter in public places and street corners past 11 p.m., we expose them to gang recruitment, crime and violence." (Kathleen B2) In East Palo Alto, so many crimes are happened by gang from juvenile. The law allows kids to run errands for a parents and return home from a job, school or sports. Sometimes they go out and come back later. So the department decided to enforce a curfew for kids. Because many parents don't know the signs that their children are involved with gangs. 

    During this year, this gang violence has happened already. “This, today, is the end of our silence," said Miriam Regidor, a retired city worker in her 60s. "We want to say, 'That's it.' Our neighborhood is the worst in the city, and it's very painful to see our youth being killed." (Demian B3) Much of the crime in the Mission District is committed by a tiny percentage of youths who live in San Francisco. The juvenile violence group wants the city to spend $2 million per year to provide health insurance for parents. They hire people who would be Spanish-speaking assistants. After that, there have so many violence groups. 

     Stanley Tookie Williams who is the juvenile criminal. He had a 17-year-old mother and a father. who walked out before his first birthday. After that, he was sent to the juvenile hall. He started to beat people, robbed them, even shot at them, but he never saw if they lived or died. Sometimes he did these things with  gangs. He didn't care. 24 years later, he has changed. "I haven't had a lot of joy in my life. But in here," he says, pointing to his heart, "I'm happy. I am peaceful in here. I am joyful in here." (Curtis)

   These articles are easy and profitable to tell young people about crime. It is also important information for the parents. We must take care of ourselves. The parents and society should be made to pay attention for juvenile gang violence.

Newspapers Cited:

Sullivan, Kathleen.

"East Palo Alto City Plans to Enforce Its Curfew for Youth  13 Slayings This Year; Some Say Move Won't Cut Juvenile Crime”

San Francisco Chronicle, 26, Oct. 2005:B2

Bulwa, Demian.“San Francisco Mission Group Wants More for At-risk Kids Residents Seek Job and Health Programs for Troubled Youths.” San Francisco Chronicle, 13, June, 2005:B3

Curtis, Kim. “After 24 Years on Death Row, Convicted Murderer Says He's Changed”San Francisco Chronicle, 3, Dec, 2005

Immigrants, Minority Leaders Join Minuteman 

By Janeth Vega   

  Illegal Immigration has become a big issue in the last couple of years. I  think the reason the minuteman is one of the groups of people that volunteers to stop illegal immigrants from crossing the border. I think this is not a good thing because that is the job for the border patrol. Also, they don’t stop many people. Now the numbers are increasing fast. Many associations want the leaders of the nation to make reforms to stop illegal immigration and to take away any benefits that they might have when they come to this country. (”Immigrant “pNA)

  The Census Bureau estimated that 7 million illegal immigrants lived in the United States in 2000, a majority from Mexico. The immigrants work without proper documents in the underground economy and also without legal protection. This is something that a lot of people don’t see. The minuteman project does not work all the time because sometimes they don’t catch any illegal immigrant on the border. (“A bad-faith”pNA)

  A group of people of minuteman were parked 15 miles to the west of the Sonora desert They used night-vision goggles to see thousands of illegal immigrants cross the desert of Sonora to the United States each year. The group lost communication with the headquarters, they heard a rumor “That the Salvadorian MS13 gang might try to attack them. (“On border” pNA)

  I think that the minuteman have a good reason to stop illegal immigrants from cross in the border. Still, I believe the need for people to come to this country will create new ways to cross the border.

Newspapers cited: 

“Immigrants, Minority Leaders Join Minuteman.” U.S.  Newswire, Oct 28, 2005 pNA

“A bad - faith border watch.” The Boston Globe, Oct 18, 2005 pNA

“On border, Volunteers keep sleepy eyes sharp.” The Boston Globe, April 6, 2005 pNA

Rosa Parks: Mother of Civil Rights

By Yahaira Sanchez 










 Rosa Parks was an important woman for refusing in Dec./01/1955 to give her seat to a white passenger.

  Rosa Parks was arrested and fined for violating a city ordinance but her lonely act of defiance began a movement that ended legal segregation in America, and made her an inspiration to freedom-loving people everywhere.

  For years blacks had complained of this type of things and when they knew that Rosa was arrested they formed the boycotts. Most black commuters-40, 000 people walked, some more than 20 miles, to and from their jobs. (1955 N/A) 

  Although Park’s arrest was the catalyst for the boycott, the exhibition also examines the contribution of the many Montgomery Blacks whose refusal to ride the bus drained the city financially and drew national attention to the emerging Civil Rights Movement. 

  The exhibit, with assistance from the Alabama Historical Commission and Troy University’s Rosa Parks Library and Museum, will be celebrated with an opening reception at the Capitol.

  Rosa Parks was free. She spent a little time in jail and after that she was called “the Mother of the Civil Rights”. She never thought that she would be recognized for her action. After all, she gave her help to others. 

  In Washington, President Bush signed a bill directing that a statue of Parks go up in the Capitol’s Statuary 

Hall, making her the first black woman to be represented there.

  In Montgomery, Civil Rights leaders joined the children for a program at the Alabama Capitol, where 12 year-old Courtney  Meadows urged young people to stand up for what is right, just as Parks did. (Park’s Anniversary N/A)

  This woman was a good person that defended her right, and helped the people black to have a better life.

Newspaper cited:

Shipp E. R. New York Times.  “Mother of the Civil Right’s Rosa Parks”.  San Francisco Chronicle. 23/Nov./2005

FS Gate.com Page. 1-A

 Thomas Amanda.  “Montgomery Marks Rosa Parks Anniversary.”  San Francisco Chronicle Dec./01/2005

Google.com Page. N/A
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SF Gate.com Page. N/A

Technology - iPod

By Kitty 12/04/05
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iPod is a brand of portable digital audio and video players designed and marketed by Apple Computer.

 
iPod, which weighs as little as car key and makes a tuneful fashion statement, feels as intuitive and easy to use to play, pause, skip and repeat. It has attracted many people to buy and iPod controls about seventy percent of the global market. It has the fastest pace for the service launches in any of the 20 nations it has become available in because many digital companies continue to upgrade that Subscribers have a music store at home and don’t have to be in a certain place to watch TV.  


On November 21, 2005, the San Francisco Chronicle reported that TiVo Inc. was currently working on upgrading a service to give subscribers the ability to get TV shows on Apple’s video iPod and Sony’s PlayStation Portable. Last January, TiVo introduced its TiVoToGo to subscribers. Wonderful results surprised TiVo executives; 3.6 million subscribers have tried to use it. It was higher than TiVo expected. (Evangelista, F2) 


Intel Corp. and Micron Technology Inc. formed a new company to make flash memory chips for consumers who used digital cameras and portable music players like Apple’s iPod Shuffle and iPod Nano. They signed a five hundred million dollar deal to provide chips for Apple Computer Inc.’s iPod  which eleven billion dollars in revenue on pace to finish 2005. Apple Computer Inc. wanted to make sure it had ample supply of flash memory until 2010. (Yi, C1)


Apple has changed its tune with its newest iPod, which is the most popular portable music player of the world, a high-speed file-transfer system. This system is available to download videos from the Apple online store, which offers more capacity in a slimmer package with new features essentially tossed in free and plays digital music using a simple and easy process. (Lewis, p248)


Nowadays, technology is so convenient. It is good for people, enabling more chances to gain knowledge at a quicker pace.
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Newspapers Cited:
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The Microsoft Xbox 360

By Wing Hong Lau 12/4/05
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Microsoft’s new video game console, Xbox 360, has come out this fall. It has 

high-definition games, near photo-realistim and a DVD multimedia playback etc. function. Users can stream digital video, audio and photos from networked PCs running Windows XP Media Center Edition.

The Xbox 360 led Microsoft to enhance the next generation of the broadband online service. And it can exploit the potential of its new console's impressive HDTV-level graphics; the Xbox 360 could be an all- around hit, regardless of what Sony and Nintendo have waiting in the wings.

Microsoft is trying to be the first to release the next-generation video-game console. New Sony and Nintendo systems are expected to go on sale next year. However, in the last round, Sony's PlayStation 2 premiered first, quickly becoming the No. 1 console manufacturer (Yi C1). The new Xbox 360 has a white, slightly curved case that can sit flat like a set-top box or stand on its side. The faceplate is separable and can be personalized. The console sports a pair of memory card slots like the current PlayStation 2, but also includes a removable 20-GB hard drive. The system is powered by an IBM PowerPC chip-based central processing unit that has three cores, each running at 3.2 GHz, and a customized graphics chip from ATI Technologies Inc. that runs at 500 MHz. Xbox 360 has built-in Wi-Fi to wirelessly connect to the Internet for Xbox Live and to access photos and music from nearby PCs.

Microsoft’s next-generation video game console Xbox 360 will come in two flavors – with prices pegged at $299.99 and $399.99. The main difference between the two versions of Xbox is the hard disk drive. The $399.99 version will include a removable 20 GB hard drive while the $299.99 Xbox 360 Core System won’t have any disk drive. Hard drive version means that the consumer won’t have to buy any memory card if they want to save some games of record. The more expensive Xbox version will also include a wireless controller and headset; another one will only have a wired controller.

This game console Xbox has been bid up to about $1,000 at ebay.com. This Xbox is the first of the “console wars”. The others will come out next year. 
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“GM’s Big Overhaul, will it be enough?” 
By Thi Zar Myint Oo
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  Once upon a time, GM designed its car by itself and became the world’s best car company. This year it has faced an enormous problem because consumers were thinking about the high gas prices and they liked more passenger cars. Other problems were high labor costs, payments for pensions, and union contract won’t end for the next two years.

     General Motors would reduce 30,000 jobs and close nine plants in the U.S. and Canada by the end of 2008, for it had planned to be strong again. GM’s CEO sent an e-mail to employees that it would not go bankrupt. Ford Motors also would reduce jobs for its restructuring in four years. The automaker’s production was very high, but its selling rate was low. Toyota and other foreign automakers were creating better car designs. Toyota has been building factories in the U.S. and Canada, and North America. (“GM” N/A)

     Although gas prices were down, the rate of SUV buying has slowed. In the meantime, Toyota and Honda car’s selling rates were climbing. GM was finding a way to equalize the weakness in trucks with more sales of passenger cars. Sales of Chevrolet Suburban and Cadillac Escalade went down from November 2004. (Freeman C 2)

     At the San Francisco International Auto show in December, customers were not too interested in GM cars. GM Company’s shares have lost 50% within a year. GM lost more than $4 billion  this year. GM would cut benefits and reduce the other expenses by $7 billion by end of 2006. CEO Rick Wagoner said retirement would be cut 7% annually. But, the union reacted angrily to the announcement. UAW President Ron Gettelfinger said “it is devastating to many of workers, their families and their communities.” GM said assembly plants and an engine plant would close and some of them would move to other states. GM’s U.S. market share had fallen 26.2% within 10 months this year. (Carty 1A)

     I have chosen this article because GM is the biggest automobile company. This is important economic concern for everybody. I do not think GM would dominate the auto market again. 
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Newspaper Cited:
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2006 U.S. Soccer Team   

By Hector G. Rodriguez 
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Photo by CBS Sport Line.com

   The U.S. soccer team continues to prepare for the FIFA World Cup 2006 that will be played in Germany. The team will start the 2006 schedule with a game against Canada which they will play in San Diego on January 22nd.  San Francisco Chronicle page C-2 .Tickets for the game against Canada go on sale December 6 at 10 a.m. PT. Ticket prices are from $25 to $90. 
   This game is part of preparation for a long training camp that starts January 4 in Carson, California.  

On February 10th the U.S. team will play Japan in San Francisco. They will play at SBC Park. The game will be at 8 p.m. PT. 

This will be the first time in 26 years that the team plays in San Francisco. Tickets for the San Francisco game go on sale December 20 at 10 a.m. PT. 

   This will be the U.S.’s fifth consecutive trip to the World Cup and Japan’s third. The U.S. team is one of 32 finalists that will play in the 2006 FIFA World Cup. 

U.S Goalkeeper

Kasey Keller was named Soccer Player of the Year.  

On Wednesday Nov. 29 goalkeeper Kasey Keller was named Honda player of the Year.
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According to the SF Chronicle, Keller received 344 points while Donavan got 329 and Beasley 270. This year Keller played a career high 14 games for the American team. He has a goalkeeping record with nine wins and eight shutouts. Keller joined Eric Wynalda and Donovan as the only multiple winner of the award.                                                    

U.S. coach Bruce Arena Invited Adu to the First U.S. Camp

 Bruce Arena coach of the U.S. soccer team invited Freddy Adu to his first camp Freddy Adu is one of the most fasters and youngest players in the World is way he is invited to the national team. On Tuesday Arena said he planned to observe Adu during the team’s first training camp of 2006.

    I think that this team is sufficient strong with the experience of Kasey Keller also with Freddy Adu one of the youngest professional players in the World. SF Chronicle

Newspapers Cited:

 Ratto, Ray. ‘’ United States soccer team has a qualification into the 2006 World Cup.’’ San Francisco Chronicle, 21, August, 2005: Page C-2
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The Warriors Notebook

By Htoo Htoo Aung

The Warriors have won their last five consecutive games so far. They will face a few good teams coming up in December. They will also be testing their ability while they play with these teams. 

The problem for the Golden State Warriors is that Baron Davis, who has had so many injury problems, doesn’t seem to be play so many minutes. He is also feeling pain in his hands. He has played 45 minutes each while they played their last two games. That was the news for him in this season so far. They will face the great teams such as Phoenix, Detroit and Seattle.  

 Baron Davis, who was traded last year, has been helping the Golden State Warriors in order to make the play-offs. In addition, he has had so many injury problems in his career. Now he is feeling pain in his left hand; however he has played 45 minutes in the last two games of the Golden State Warriors. The coach, Mike Montgomery, said that he is a hard-working person and always trying to stay healthy if he could. (“ I don’t think”). 
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Even Baron Davis himself, he is willing to stay in good condition. He wants to play as much as he could. Now they have a few days to rest and they can prepare for their next tough games. They will be facing the Phoenix Suns and the Detroit Pistons. So he said that it’s good to have some rest and they will be ready for their test against the Suns on Wednesday. (“Now that we do have time off”). He was named the best player of the Western Conference player of the week by beating Jason Terry, Boris Diaw, Rashard Lewis and Ray Allen. 

But the coach believes that it isn’t just injuries, just has to be improved their team rhythm. (“I don’t think injuries”)    Besides his teammates are in top position now. Especially Derek Fisher who just comes off from bench and starts firing and helps the Warriors to pass over their enemies. So do Cheaney and Ellis. The coach praised his player that did good job and always wanted to play even though is injured. (“Monta did a real good job. “)  He is being replaced to a rookie Chris Taft who is injured. Ellis has played five minutes so far this season.

  As a result, they have won five straight games and they will play with the Phoenix Suns. If they can keep their rhythm to the end of season they can dream for the play-offs that they have never been there since 1993-94 seasons. 

I am also looking forward to see them playing play-offs this season. Hopefully Jason Richardson plays like he is playing now until end of the season. And keep Baron Davis without injury and they will be able to make play-off. Let’s hope only one of our Bay Area’s team playing play-off.

Newspaper Cited

The Warriors notebook www.sfgate.com,  December 6, 2005
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