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Rites Of Childhood In My Culture
2.6

Ritesin my culture is continually passed from one generation to the next

generation. I was born in a very traditional family, therefore I know a lot of rites we Senfornts
have. There are many important processes we have to do when we were born. HaSe 5 ZJ&;
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First of all, after the baby came out to the world, parents have to notice allof
their relatives that they have a newbam baby. In addmon they will invite their &=
relatives and friends to a party when their baby@ one month old. That party seems to
be the baby’s first month birthday and in Chinese we cglled “full month”. Also the -
baby should take a traditional bath at this special date. This is a very traditional ritﬁ:?<
most Chinese family still do at this years. Parents have to go to buy some loquat leaf
and citronella leaf in market and of course wash them. They boiled them in water.
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After those leaves are boiled, the water will hav have the smell of citronella leaf. Then +< h {m%w &

baby mlikwash%mth that water after the water temperature drop down. All babies are
dirty because of the smell of biood according to my culture. Indeed, the baby doesn’t
have any unpleasant smell after it ‘t‘g}_lgjhe traditional bath. In addmonai? we believe

that Joquat leaf and citronella could kick out bad luck. &1 the corfirary, if @‘\bﬁﬂ‘r““

with those leaves, we will get good fortune. @;&s is @ main reason baby take a
iraditional bath. T ’ wﬁ":ﬁjf’&
Secondly, when a family has a newborn baby, they will cut a piece of the
baby’s nail of all fingers and toes. And they also will cut a little bit of the baby’s hair.
Then they will buysgébld such as‘gold ring. They will put those things into a bottle
and use a red cotton strmg to tie up the botth The reg ¢otton siring acts as a fastener
that fastens the chﬁdren s soul, After that t_t_lgg will invite a wizard to draw down a
spell msl the yellow paper and stick it on the top of the bottle in order to protect the
bottle. (I} 1s because Chinese trust that hmg;iten fingernails and ten teena:{ls represent a
human soul. They also trust that soul is as important as life and soul protect by their
~— notion. Before children build up their own notion, they cannot protect their soul. So,
the wizard will put that bottle in a secret place inside a temple. That mean they give
*} A their children’s soul for the god and they hope the gadwprotectsthem. The soul bottle
*"“‘j Ao keep? in the temple until the children sixteen years old. Their children should get back
their soul bottle in order to get back their soul while they were sixteen. It is because
%va\ . ~>they realized that sixteen years old had already became an adult. They have their own
) mt;san, idea. They can control themselves and also they can do whatever &¢ an adult
s’ Indeed, when human have own notion, they can protect their soul by themselves
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. they trust. Therefore, they can get back their soul from the god at sixteen.
: s)d” ﬁiﬁ:ﬂ“’“”’””ﬁwm&en sixteen years old birthday, their parents will bring them to that
gﬂ)ﬁ%ﬂi’b temple. And %\é\i’%?will bring three kind of food there. This three kind’of food used for
i;&@‘“w expressive of thanks. &f/ﬁ‘g}have to bring some fruits, a cooked chicken or barbecued
‘»’k“:f} pork and a bottle of rice wine. These foods have a great meaning that is represent sky,
?,U“b vﬁ% land and water. They use those foods to thank god for looking after their children.
3”‘3 Children will then open the bottle by themselves. Their parents will put the gold ring

/ on their finger. That mean they are ready to be an adult and ready to be independenes-

(! The children keep the bottie? includ:eéthe nails and hair.
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