Black Psychology

Skyline College: Spring/2014
Psychology 268 Course Syllabus

Instructor: Paul Tony Jackson, Ph. D.

Section: BQ (44634) Rm: 2305   Hrs: 3pm-5:20pm: MW
Transfer: CSU;UC

Office Hours; Office Hours; MWF 11am-12pm; W 5:30pm-6pm

Office:  Rm. 1133   Phone: x 4156         
E-mail: jacksont@smccd.edu
Text:

Daudi Ajani ya Azibo, “African Psychology in Historical Perspective”.

Randall Robinson, “The Debt”.

(Suggested: “American Standard Dictionary”; Frank Jones, “What Have We Done To Our Children?  Positioning Black Children for Success”, Mirror-Gibbs Pub.)

Exam Schedule:

In Class Quizzes TBA

Group Presentations:


May 19 (Monday)
Take Home Exams (2)

Mid-Term Exam Due:


Apr. 16 (Wednesday)
Final Exam Due:



May 21 Wednesday: (3pm – 5pm) 
Goals:

To facilitate awareness and an understanding of the psychology of Americans of African descent;  To develop an appreciation and understanding of the breadth, scope, and development of the field of Black Psychology;  To raise awareness of and to generate an interest in Afro-centric theories of development and pathology; To explore methodologies emerging from these theories and philosophies;  To promote a high level of critical thinking about important social issues and issues of emotional growth and development.
Description:

This course will utilize a combination of lectures, readings from the assigned text and various articles, video and audio material, visual aids, and activities in an interactive group process.  In the spirit of learning communities, active student involvement in a collaborative learning process will be extremely important.  “Collaborative experiences provide lessons that no lectures or homilies can provide.  Asking students to share the responsibility for each other’s learning teaches students their learning and that of their peers are inextricably intertwined and that, regardless of race, class, gender, or background, their academic interests are the same” (Tinto 1998, p. 173).  This means that you will be required to create working relationships with fellow students and anticipate the group deliverables for the course.  Students are encouraged to work together on take-home exams.  This does not mean that students are encouraged to copy/plagiarize from one-another, but to engage in collaborative discussion about possible responses to test questions.
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon completion of the course students will be able to:

1. Assess their own current level of understanding and analysis of Afro-Asiatic theoretical perspectives

2. Identify the origins of Black Psychology as well as its historical development in America. 

3. Demonstrate an understanding of systems theory as well as models of oppression.

4. Analyze underlying psychological issues relative to racism and self-hatred.

SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES:

Specific instructional objectives include, but are not limited to:
1. Synthesize concepts learned through readings, course lectures and media presentations and apply these concepts to everyday events and to historical events.
2. Demonstrate a basic understanding of African Spiritual systems, their relationship to psychology and to mental health and wellness.
3. Articulate an awareness of the relevance of this field to other areas of study and to the student’s own life experiences.
4. Differentiate African historical perspective and worldview from Eurocentric historical perspective and worldview.
Group Presentations:

Final presentations will take place at the end of the semester and should represent a culmination of knowledge gained through critical analysis of social/relational issues, self-awareness, and exposure to cultural/historical information and dialogue.  These presentations will be open to the general student body, faculty and staff.  Students are encouraged to organize presentations around areas of the required textbooks not covered during the course of the semester as well as around issues or events they feel passionate about.  Groups are encouraged to utilize multimedia and appropriate research methodologies in developing content for their presentations.  

Attendance:

Attending class is extremely important and unexcused absences are taken very seriously.  Quality of participation is also very important and every effort will be made to support your participation.  More than 3 unexcused absences will affect your grade.  Each absence beyond 3 will lower your grade by 1/2 step.

Tardiness versus Absence:

Tardiness: “behind time, late or delayed”.  This is not allowed on a regular basis.  If you are tardy, it is your responsibility to sign the attendance sheet before the end of the class session.  Otherwise, you are considered absent.  If you are more than 15 minutes tardy, you are considered absent.
Once you sign the attendance sheet, you are considered present if and only if you remain in class for the entire class session.  Signing the sheet and leaving the classroom is not considered an attendance and will be considered an absence.  If you need to leave early for an illness-related circumstance, you should notify me.

Exams:

Take home exams allow students time to reflect on the questions being asked and to gather their previewed resources in order to appropriately respond.  Students will complete two take home exams; Midterm and Final.  Answers are to be completed from the student’s own unique perspective.  Students may utilize the strength of the group process to delve into issues presented on the exams but must develop their own responses.  It is imperative that students develop their OWN responses.  In the event that two separate responses from different tests are found, to be copied, the first response graded will receive a score and the second or subsequent responses, from separate exams will receive an “F”.
Class Quizzes: MUST BE TAKEN AS SCHEDULED. Students who arrive more than 10 minutes late for a quiz will not be allowed to take it. (Certain exceptions may apply, including pre-notification of tardiness.  Regardless of the specifics of the exception, the exam will be rescheduled at a 10% cost to the student).
Make-up Tests (read carefully)

Make-up tests will generally NOT be allowed.  Make-up tests will only be offered to students who notify me the class session before the exam (2 days before the exam date). In case of illness or other circumstances taking place on the exam date, it is your responsibility to notify me that same day via e-mail or by coming to my office (Rm: 1131 Bldg 1) in order for accommodations to be made relative to your situation.
Make-up tests WILL NOT be offered (you will receive a 0) if notification was not given prior to the exam date and time or without presenting a valid and official doctors note- NO EXCEPTIONS!
Integrity Policy:

1)
Cheating is not allowed under any circumstances.  As a consequence, the student will receive an “F” and will be dismissed permanently from the class.  (See the current college catalog for further information)

2)
Plagiarism: “to take from another and pass them off as one’s own” is not allowed under any circumstances. The student will receive an “F” and will be dismissed permanently from the class. 

Test questions will come from both text and lectures.  Due to the time limitation, it is not possible to lecture on all material. Therefore it is imperative that you read the assigned chapters in order to do well on the tests and in this class.  READ! READ! READ!

Electronic translation devices are NOT ALLOWED!  Students may use hard copy translators and must present the translator for inspection before each exam.
All cellular phones are to remain off and put away while in class.  In case of emergency students may notify the professor in advance and only in these cases may the cell phone be placed in silent mode.  At no times are cell phones to be answered in class for any purposes (this includes texting).  At times hand held devices, including internet-abled cell phones may be used for special research activities. Please put them away upon entering the classroom.  Any electronic device out during a test will be grounds for removal from class.
Use of laptop computers will ONLY be allowed in the classroom with authorization from the DRC.  It is recommended (especially for new college students) that in-class, Cornell style notes be taken with use of paper and pen/pencil. If you choose to utilize a laptop with authorization from the DRC you will be required to email the instructor a copy of your notes immediately at the end of the class session.  Failure to do so will terminate the privilege of using your computer for the remainder of the semester in this class.

Disabilities:

If you have any disability, please advise me during the first week of class.  In order to provide you with the appropriate accommodations, you need to get a signed form from the Disability Resource Center  (650-738-4280). 

Also it is your responsibility to notify me of any circumstances that may interfere with your work in the course.  If problems arise, you must notify me immediately so that appropriate assistance and consideration can be given.  DO NOT wait until "after the fact" to reveal circumstances that may have compromised your performance in the course.
Grading System:
All exams will be graded according to set criteria, which will be distributed in class.  Students will be assigned various homework projects and assignments.  These assignments will be graded on a scale of 1-10 points.  Points are banked and students may use the points to improve a letter grade from a major assignment, (for example a total of 40 points amounts to approximately, one full step (i.e. from “B” to “A”). This approximates a potential of 10% extra credit factored into your final grade.  Major exams/projects will be weighted as follows:


Mid-term exam -


20%


Final exam -



30%


Group Presentations-

20%


Class Quizzes -


20%

Journal



10%
Course Outline:

Week #1


Course Intro:
Mar. 10,12

The Nature of Humanity and the Origin of Psychology





(Oshodi-Reading #1)




The Nature and Transitional Phases in the Philosophy of Psychology 


(Oshodi Reading #2)
Week #2
The Debt (Intro and Chap.1) 

Mar. 17,19
African Psychology in Historical Perspective (Azibo, Chap.1)

Week#3
The Nature of Human Nature:

Mar. 24,26
African Metapsychology of Human Personality (Azibo, Chap.2)

The Milieu of our Birth (Jones, Chap. 1)
Mar. 31-Apr. 5
Spring Recess

Week#4
Post Traumatic Slave Syndrome (DeGruy-Leary, Ch.2,3)

Apr. 7, 9


Thoughts on Educating the Black Child (Jones, Chap. 2)  
Week #5
Melanin, the Melanin Hypothesis and the Development and 

Apr. 14,16
Assessment of African Infants (Azibo, Chap.7 





Midterm Exam Due
Week# 6
Mentacide, Genocide and National Vision (Azibo, Chap. 5)

Apr. 21, 23
Pathological Normalcy: Amos Wilson / The Debt (Chap. 2)

Week#7
The Debt (Chaps. 3,4) 
Apr. 28, 30


Mental Health Defined Afro-centrically (Azibo, Chap.3) 
Week#8
The Debt (Chaps. 5,6,7)

May 5, 7


Afrocentric Psychotherapy-NTU (Azibo, Chap.6)
Week #9
Ancient Kemetian Cosmology: Spiritual Anatomy
May 12,14
Akbar: Twelve Criticisms of European Psychology

Group Presentation Work / Final Exam Review
Week#10
Group Presentations: (Location TBA)
May 19

May. 21


Wednesday: Final Exams due. (3pm – 5pm)
I, the instructor, may modify this course schedule at any time.  Thus, it is important for you, the student, to come to class and to stay updated with the class schedule.
