
Math 811 Fundamentals of Mathematics

Spring 2012 M – F 9:10 – 10 (Section AB)

Instructor: Jon Freedman
Office: 7216
Phone: 738 – 7032
e-mail: freedmanj@smccd.edu
Website: www.smccd.edu/accounts/freedmanj/ A

B

Office Hours: M 8:30 - 9, 1:15 – 2; Tu 10:30 – 11, 1:15 – 2:30; W 8:30 – 9; 1:15 – 2:30;
Th 10:30 – 11, 1:15 – 2:30; F 8:30 – 9 and most times by arrangement – ask.

Important Details: Math 811 is a prerequisite for Math 111 and/or M110. Math 811 is NOT transferable. For this
course you are required to take LSKL 811 AB (42162), a 0.5 unitsupport class meeting Tuesdays
& Thursdays 10:10 – 11:25 in 5-5132.

Text: Fundamentals of Math An Activities and Applications Approach (August 2010) (Zamani, Freed-
man, & Hough) available in the bookstore.

Materials: Any scientific calculator (a calculator including exponent (yx) and root keys:
√

and y
√

) is
required for this course. You may NOT use your cell phone in this class. The calculator required
for math 110/111 and beyond is the TI-83+ (or TI-84) graphing calculator. If you plan to take
more math courses, you may wish to buy a TI-83+ now (or rent one). I will demonstrate the use
of both graphing and regular scientific calculators.
You will also need a ruler (the Helix rulers in the bookstore are good).

Important Dates: Last day to Add this course:

Last day to Drop this course without a W:

Last day to Withdraw from class:

Holidays:

Last regular class:

Final Exam (comprehensive):

Monday, January 30

Friday, February 10

Tuesday, Thursday, April 26

2/17 — 20; 3/9; 4/2 — 9

Friday, May 18

Wednesday, May 23 8:10 — 10:40 am

Assignments: Homework will be collected every day. A quiz will be given at least once a week. All late work
(work past due by more than one day) must be thoroughly discussed with a TLC tutor (or me)
and signed off in order to be accepted. Most test and quiz problems will be taken directly from
assignments or from other problems in the text or class. Keep up with the assignments! You will
keep a journal of class problems that will be collected each week. Tests will be open notebook.

Grading: Assignments (homework, classwork, quizzes) (30%)
3 – 5 Tests (50%)
Final (20%)
I will drop your worst test score (Not the final). There will be no makeup tests. If you are late for
a test you will have only the remaining time to complete the test (so don’t be late). If you know
you are going to miss a test date, contact me at least three days in advance and we can arrange
an alternate test to be taken in advance of the class test date.
I will excuse two homework quizzes and one week-long assignment set (or drop your lowest score
if you submit all of them). I will drop your worst quiz. There will be no makeup quizzes.

Grading Scale: A ≥ 90%
80% ≤ B < 90%
70% ≤ C < 80%
60% ≤ D < 70%

F < 60%
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Attendance: You will not be graded directly on your attendance. However, your involvement in class discussions
and group activities will be assessed. If you can’t make it to class regularly and on time, you’re
not likely to pass the class.

Withdrawal Policy: If you decide to drop this class you must do so formally either by using WebSMART or by filing
the correct form with the registrar’s office. If you miss more than 10 classes and still desire to
remain in the class you must meet with me and convince me that you can learn the material
necessary to pass the class.

Course Contents:
We will cover almost the entire book. The essential elements of the course comprise:

Big Ideas (SLOs):
1. Correctly choose and apply the four basic arithmetic operations with whole numbers,

decimals, fractions and signed numbers to estimate and solve application problems that are
part of your daily life. (Number Sense)

2. Apply “Proportional Reasoning” to solve related problems including ratios, rates, propor-
tion, percent and conversions of units.

3. Compute the area and perimeter of geometric figures.

4. Learn to use the services available to improve study skills, test taking skills, problem solving
skills and attitude toward learning mathematics.

Tutoring: Office hours. Either during my posted office hours or by arrangement, you should come to see me
for help. The people in your class know the most about what you are studying and therefore make
the best sources of help. Please try to find other student in the class to study with and please
come to see me if you have any questions. You can also send me an e-mail or call if you prefer.
The Learning Center (TLC) is an outstanding resource for tutoring in all of your classes. You
should visit TLC the moment you feel confused or just as a place to sit and work in a supportive
environment. The Basic Skills lab in the Learning Center is there specifically to support you
(students in this course). The staff of the Basic Skills lab is familiar with our book and is trained
to help you understand the course material so put them to work for you!

Internet: There are countless websites devoted to assisting you with this type of math and you should feel
free to explore these sites for one that suits your needs. Beware those sites that either charge for
their services or those that seem to give over-simplified answers.

Assistance: In Coordination with the DSP&S office, reasonable accommodations will be provided for qualified
students with disabilities. If you have an accommodation letter, please meet with me during my
office hours to discuss your needs. For more information, please contact DSPS office in building
2) at 738-4280.

Academic
Dishonesty:

I strongly encourage you to form study groups and to work together to understand the material
covered in this class. Explaining a concept is a valuable way for you and the listener to develop
your insight and your skills. Simply copying work, whether it is from an assignment or a test,
is of no value to you academically. Consequently, if I find that you are submitting any part of
another’s work as your own, you will not receive credit for this course. The same holds true for
any other kind of academic dishonesty. There is no situation that could arise in this class that
would justify risking expulsion. If you are having any difficulty, PLEASE see me about it so that
we can work together in resolving the issue.
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