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A SHORT GUIDE TO THESIS STATEMENTS

A solid, competent thesis statement is a well-focused (or two sentences that):
· Addresses the prompt /question of the essay.

· Contains an assertion which is arguable (not a statement of fact).

· Conveys the overall message or main point of an essay.

· Allows a reader to make fairly accurate predictions about the content of the essay.

A thesis must be not too general, nor not too narrow. You must be able to visualize the essay you are going to write.
No:  Stereotyping is bad (The thesis is too broad. Avoid using endings like “is bad”, “is a problem”, “is controversial”, etc.)

Yes: The stereotype that Chinese-Americans are good in math and science may seem harmless, but it can actually hurt the self-confidence and success of Chinese-American students.

Continuum Line






THESIS

________________________________________________________________________

Too broad and vague                                              Ahhhhh!                                                          Too narrow




Ahhhhh!!
Too narrow and specific

Thesis sentences: 

1. 
The North and South fought the Civil War for many reasons, some of which were the same and some different.

2. 
The main argument of the Civil War was whether individual states had a right to self-govern independent of federal law.

3. 
My report is on Mark Twain's Huckleberry Finn, a great American novel.

4. 
Twain's Huckleberry Finn suggests that to find the true expression of American democratic ideals, one must leave "civilized" society and in order to find one’s basic humanity.

5. 
The three causes of world hunger are drought, unemployment and government corruption

6. 
Hunger persists in Bangladesh because environmental devastation has ruined the infrastructure in which to grow and transport food.

HOW TO CREATE A THESIS STATEMENT:

Prework:
Freewriting: Brainstorm ideas from material covered in this unit or in the reading (s) you are asked to respond to. Write everything you can on it. From the writing, you may be able to extract an idea.

Questioning: Create a question, usually using the “why”, “how” question stem. From the question, you can create an answer. The answer becomes your thesis.

Break it down. It is best to think of thesis sentences as having 2 to 3 parts: 
Why are people more cynical about the U.S. ability to provide for its citizens?
Who/what: The U.S. 
Opinion: is drifting way from its democracy
So what: because the money and power is not distributed equally.

Why are family traditions so important?
Who/what: Respecting your family traditions 
Opinion: is one way to keep one’s culture alive for future generations
So what: so our country continues to have a variety of cultures and values. 
How has the internet influenced how we evaluate what is true and what is not?

Who/what: Citizens

Opinion: need to be aware that even though the internet has made their lives easier, it has also made their lives more complicated.

So what: Internet users therefore, must also use good judgement in using online sources.

Evaluate:
· Who/what is the topic of the thesis statement?

· What is the overall message / opinion about the topic?

· So what about the message? Why is the message / opinion so important?

· Does the thesis address the prompt?

· Can the reader make a fairly accurate prediction about the essay?

· Is the thesis too broad? Is it too narrow? Ahhhh! Is it just right and well focused? (See continuum)

· Most important: Could you sit down and write an essay with this topic sentence? Does it inspire you to write?

A skeleton of an outline may look like this:
Thesis: Maturity (who/what) is a slow and sometimes frustrating process (opinion), but at the end, maturity gives the individual new insight into a better life (so what). 

I.
Maturity (who/what)


A.
Individual often cling to behavior that worked in the past, not realizing that situations have changed. They need to adjust their strategy.



*
Example

II.
Is a slow and frustrating process (opinion)


A.
Maturity is often gained by having role models. Sometimes individuals look to role models in order to mature; others do not. Some individuals don’t have role models which can make maturation challenging



*
Example


B.
A lot of individuals want to mature, but make a lot of mistakes. 


*
Example





C.
The first sign of progress makes one hopeful and optimistic.



*
Example

IV.
Finally an individual sees new possibilities in life. (so what)


A.
An individual makes plans to do something he/she thought would never happen. 



*
Example


B.
There may be conflicts with peers, but by then, the individual has changed and cannot go backwards. 



*
Example


C.
The individual can now cope better with new conflicts.



*
Example

V.
Maturation is never finished. It is an ongoing struggle but it is a struggle everyone must go through. (conclusion)

The Point Information Explanation Paragraph
Point 

Topic sentence, main idea, over all message of the paragraph.



Supports the thesis statement



What is the point of the paragraph?

Information
Facts, data, examples, quotes, personal observation & experiences.



What information does the writer provide to support the point?

Explanation
Commentary, analysis, evaluation

How does the writer evaluate or explain why or how the information connects to the point and the thesis statement?

PIE Strategies
How to make a Point 


Decide what you want to say to support your thesis based on your reaction to the text. Try categorizing your ideas and make a comment on a reoccurring theme you’ve found.


Where to find Information

Paraphrases or short quotes from the readings

Personal experiences  (anecdotes, stories, examples from your life)

Representations from mass media (newspapers, magazines, television, and radio)

Statistics (polls, percentages, data)

How to craft an Explanation

Interpret the information - what does it mean? Why is it important?

Explain what you or a reader can learn from the information.

State your opinion or evaluation of the information.

Comment on the accuracy or inaccuracy of the information

Suggest how the information relates to your thesis.

EXAMPLE OF PIE PARAGRAPH FROM NEWSPAPER

	Here in San Francisco, is the edge of the continental United States, and, as many believe, the fringe of its professed values. Voters are long accustomed to being made fun of by Republicans as a too-liberal city. 

But often invisible among the Silicon Valley fund-raisers, the Code Pink demonstrations and the seminude pageants are voters who, while largely Democrats, represent the shades, ever so slightly, of political diversity.  Ideological lines are not always finely drawn along the road to social policy, either. There is the banker who embraces same-sex marriage but sides with Republicans when it comes to the subject of a federal bailout of banks. Or the restaurant owner who would gladly pay more taxes to put up green municipal buildings, but has complex reactions to universal health care for employees he can barely afford to pay. Or the lawyer, who embraces this city’s liberal social policies, but does not want them extended to national security.  

Like their neighbors San Francisco has both liberal and conservative voters and voters who think independently on a variety issues. Those who only see San Francisco as city of “wacky” people only need to look deeper and see the city for the diversity it claims to be.
	Point - notice the topic sentence expresses an opinion and begs to be explained.
Information - the point is being fortified with several examples. Look at the different types of voters the author cites
Explanation why we should not stereotype San Francisco



Here in San Francisco, is the edge of the continental United States, and, as many believe, the fringe of its professed values. Voters are long accustomed to being made fun of by Republicans as a too-liberal city. But often invisible among the Silicon Valley fund-raisers, the Code Pink demonstrations and the seminude pageants are voters who, while largely Democrats, represent the shades, ever so slightly, of political diversity.  Ideological lines are not always finely drawn along the road to social policy, either. There is the banker who embraces same-sex marriage but sides with Republicans when it comes to the subject of a federal bailout of banks. Or the restaurant owner who would gladly pay more taxes to put up green municipal buildings, but has complex reactions to universal health care for employees he can barely afford to pay. Or the lawyer, who embraces this city’s liberal social policies, but does not want them extended to national security.  Like their neighbors San Francisco has both liberal and conservative voters and voters who think independently on a variety issues. Those who only see San Francisco as city of “wacky” people only need to look deeper and see the city for the diversity it claims to be.

SAME EXAMPLE WITH QUOTE

	Here in San Francisco, is the edge of the continental United States, and, as many believe, the fringe of its professed values. Voters are long accustomed to being made fun of by Republicans as a too-liberal city.  

But often invisible among the Silicon Valley fund-raisers, the Code Pink demonstrations and the seminude pageants are voters who, while largely Democrats, represent the shades, ever so slightly, of political diversity.  Ideological lines are not always finely drawn along the road to social policy, either. There is the banker who embraces same-sex marriage but sides with Republicans when it comes to the subject of a federal bailout of banks. Or the restaurant owner who would gladly pay more taxes to put up green municipal buildings, but has complex reactions to universal health care for employees he can barely afford to pay. Or Joel Muchmore, a lawyer, who embraces this city’s liberal social policies, but does not want them extended to national security. He complains that, “It’s frustrating to live in a city where everyone assumes that because you share airspace you also share political views . . . Socially, San Francisco is at the vanguard of where the country should be going. But it is impossible to have an intelligent conversation here that acknowledges the possibility that there are some good things that came out of the war with Iraq”(qtd. In Steinhauner).  

Like their neighbors San Francisco has both liberal and conservative voters and voters who think independently on a variety issues. Those who only see San Francisco as city of “wacky” people only need to look deeper and see the city for the diversity it claims to be.


	Point

Information

Quote: notice the citation. Notice it is in the “I” portion of the paragraph

Explanation


CITATION:

Steinhauer, Jennifer. “In San Francisco, a Subtle Variety of Voters’ Views.” New York Times. 

1 Oct. 2008. www.nytimes.com
PARAPHRASE VS QUOTES

QUOTES

Use quotes when:

1.
The wording is memorable.

2.
The quote comes from a  respected expert.

3.
The quote is radically different from other experts in the field.

4.
The sentence/phrase is incredibly good.

5.
All quotes are cited.

PARAPHRASE

Use paraphrase when:

7. 
The writer wants to express the idea, not the actual words themselves.

8. 
The writer wants to summarize ideas from any size text, from sentences to chapters.

9. 
The writer wants to avoid too many quotes. (Paraphrases are not quoted.)

A paraphrase is:

10. 
In the writer’s own writing voice. This means the writer must not copy words, sentences, nor the sentence or paragraph structure. If the writer copies any of the above, then he/she is plagiarizing. Plagiarizing is copying which is cheating.

11. 
A writer can “copy” certain words in a text and not be plagiarizing if the words are: A) numbers including statistics, dates, money figures, B) proper nouns including names and titles of experts, countries, corporations, theories, and C) words which have only one meaning and are a big part of the discussion. For example, if you are paraphrasing material on the Civil War, you can directly use such words as “slavery,” “Union,” “abolitionist movement,” etc. You cannot substitute other phrases.

A paraphrase is cited when using:

$ 
Facts not widely known or are arguable.

$ 
Judgements, opinions, claims of others.

$ 
Statistics, charts, graphs.

$ 
Interviews

A paraphrase is not cited when:

$ 
The information is common knowledge

$ 
The writer is expressing his/her own feelings

QUOTES

Sometimes the exact words of an author are so important or well-presented that you may want to quote them directly. There are three things to remember when you do this:

12. 
Always anchor your quote.

13. 
Quote sparingly. Ninety-nine percent of your paper should be in your own words.  Quotes help your argument, but cannot substitute for your own original work.

14. 
Always cite your source. 

Source used: Twenge, Jean M. Generation Me: Why Today's Young Americans Are More Confident, Assertive, Entitled--and More Miserable Than Ever Before. New York: Free Press.  2007
Quote -  no author mentioned:
Too much importance has been placed on self-esteem as a teaching tool, when in fact “self-esteem without basis encourages laziness rather than hard work” (Twenge 28). 

Quote with author mentioned:
Jean M. Twenge argues that too much importance has been placed on self-esteem as a teaching tool, when in fact, “self-esteem without basis encourages laziness rather than hard work”

(28). 

Quote with bracket:A bracket [ ] means that you changed part of the quote in order for it to grammatically fit into the sentence. The original quote was “we disrespect it entirely.”
Gen Me finds it hard to get along with elders, especially as they don’t “just question authority – [they] disrespect it entirely” largely due to “increased informality and the loosening of social rules” (Twenge 28). 

Quote broken up with your words in the middle of the sentence:
Twenge complains that Gen Me finds it hard to get along with elders, especially as they don’t “just question authority –  [they] disrespect it entirely” but blames this increase in rudeness on  “increased informality and the loosening of social rules” (28). 

Quote of another person in the text: Note: If you are quoting another person in a text, you must name the person, the title, and work in the quote. Note the different citation. “Qtd” means “quoted.”
Author Charles Sykes, in his book A Nation of Victims expresses dismay at how the “impulse to flee personal responsibility and blame others is deeply embedded within the American culture” and adds, “the National Anthem has become the Whine”(qtd in Twenge 150-51). 

Quote with words lifted out:
The attitude of young women have changed. No longer are they the submissive women of the past but instead “are increasingly invested in work and education as integral parts of their identities . . . spend [ing] less time on housework than [their] mothers did, expect [ing] to split things 50-50 with [their] male partners” (Twenge 196).

Verbs for Introducing Summaries and Quotations
	Verbs for Making a Claim

	argue

assert

believe

claim

emphasize
	insist

observe

remind us

report

suggest


	Verbs for Expressing Agreement

	acknowledge

admire

agree

celebrate the fact that

corroborate

do not deny
	endorse

extol

praise

reaffirm

support

verify


	Verbs for Questioning or Disagreeing

	complain

complicate

contend

contradict

deny

deplore the tendency to
	disavow

question

refute

reject

renounce

repudiate


	Verbs for Making Recommendations

	advocate

call for

demand

encourage

exhort
	implore

plead

recommend

urge

warn




DOUBLE ENTRY HANDOUT

	NOTES FROM SOURCE

On left side of page, collect direct quotations, paraphrases, summaries and key ideas from sources. Write just enough to remember the source.
Collect field observations that you can use as proof.

Collect material you find puzzling, facts and claims from source that generates an emotional response.

Include page number and sources as you’ll need it when you do your citations.
	FASTWRITE RESPONSE

On right side of page, think through writing about what strikes you on the left page. This may be a messy fastwrite, but it will likely be a focused one.

Some response questions:

· What strikes me about this?

· What are my first thoughts when I consider this?

· What does it make me think about and remember?

· In what ways do I agree or disagree with it?

· Does this evidence seem convincing to me? Is this fact typical? Or unusual?

· Does this suggest other research possibilities?




SAMPLE OF DOUBLE ENTRY JOURNAL USING STRAPPED BY TAMARA DRAUT

	From Source: (Strapped by Tamara Draut)

“Until young adults can rally behind a unified agenda and have an energetic and committed leader or two actively promoting such an agenda, they’ll continue to lack political power” (Draut 196). 

“The fact that in two major occupational categories – teaching and the health professions - both low- and high wage job growth is projected over the next decade signals an opportunity to design formal career ladders in these fields” (Draut 220). 
	Opinion/Commentary:

I understand the apathy about this country because it seems that it is being governed without us. It is easy to say “I quit.” But the fact is, leaders, politicians listen to those people who shout the loudest. Right now, it seems that the only ones who are “shouting” are the lobbyists, and those who represent special interests. We cannot let those types of people be our voice because they will not speak for young people. The only ones who can speak in behalf of young people are young people themselves. Think of this – if you are 18, your life expectancy could be in the 90s. Do you want to live that long realizing you don’t have a voice in what goes on in the country?

The good news is that there are a lot of jobs for those who go into the field principally because those fields will always be pertinent. There will always be kids to teach and people to cure. Those are also the types of jobs that get their funding cut. Therefore, it is up to us, especially young people who want to go on to these professions, to increase our opportunities, so we can support ourselves and our families.


	
	
	


SAMPLE PARAGRAPH:

The good news is that “two major occupational categories – teaching and the health professions” (Draut 220) will be the jobs to have in the future because those fields will always be pertinent. There will always be people to teach and make well. However, public service jobs get their funding cut whenever there is a budget crisis. Therefore, it is up young people, especially those wanting to go into these professions, to fight for opportunities, “to design formal career ladders in these fields” (220) so that the newest generation in these jobs can support themselves and their families.

Joining Words - Coordinators
Joining words express the logical relationship between ideas by joining clauses. Instead of writing short, choppy sentences, you can combine ideas and sentences with joining words to create a smoother flow in your writing.

A clause is a phrase (group of words) that contains both a subject and a verb. An independent clause is also a sentence. A dependent clause needs a sentence to hook onto. 
Example of independent clause: The meeting lasted a long time but the committee still did not agree on a solution to the budget problem.


Example of a dependent clause: The meeting lasted a long time because the committee still did not agree on a solution to the budget problem. The dependent clause is: because the committee still did not agree on a solution to the budget problem.


To kinds of joining words exist: coordinators and subordinators. Coordinators are also called FANBOYS

For And Nor But Or Yet So

	Coordinator or Fanboy
	Relationship Expressed
	Example

	for
	effect/cause; result/cause
	She flew so much, for she loved travel.

	and
	addition
	I like hockey and I like basketball

	nor
	addition of negatives
	We could not drive in the fog, nor could we see the road.

	but
	opposition/contrast
	You may be right, but I disagree with you

	or
	alternatives/choice
	You may read a novel or work on your math.

	yet
	opposition/contrast
	He wanted to lose weight, yet he continued to eat fast food.

	so
	cause/effect; cause/result
	Mary didn’t like Alfred, so she started to date Billy Bob


Adverb Clauses/Dependent Clauses
Most adverb clauses can be recognized because they are introduced by a particular word or phrase (such as "when", "how often", where etc.). These words and phrases are called subordinating conjunctions or subordinators.  Here's a list of the common subordinators with examples: 
Cause: as, because, in order that, since, so that
Example:

"I'm not a vegetarian because I love animals. I'm a vegetarian because I hate plants." (A. Whitney Brown)

Concession and Comparison: although, as, as though, even though, just as, though, whereas, while

Examples:

"You will find that the State is the kind of organization which, though it does big things badly, does small things badly, too." (John Kenneth Galbraith)

"It is a waste of energy to be angry with a man who behaves badly, just as it is to be angry with a car that won't go." (Bertrand Russell)

Condition: even if, if, in case, provided that. unless
Example:

"If you have ever lain awake at night and repeated one word over and over, thousands and millions and hundreds of thousands of millions of times, you know the disturbing mental state you can get into." (James Thurber)

Place: where, wherever
Example:

"Read over your compositions, and wherever you meet with a passage which you think is particularly fine, strike it out." (Samuel Johnson)

Time: after, as soon as, as long as, before, once, still, until, when, whenever, while

Example:

"As soon as you trust yourself, you will know how to live." (Johann Wolfgang von Goethe)

How to Check for Sentence Focus
A well-focused sentence contains a clear subject and a vivid verb. A well-focused sentence is not less informative, nor is it necessarily shorter than other sentences. 

Check for Sentence Focus:

Identify the verb(s) in the sentence.
· Which word carries the tense of the sentence?

· Is the verb a form of to be? Is it make, have, or got? (Caution: these are over-used verbs. Use active verbs like argue, pursue, analyze, challenge, run, speak.) 

Identify the subject(s) in the sentence:
· Fill in the blank: Who or what is doing (verb)?

· Does it make sense? Is the subject concrete? Should someone or something else be doing the action of the verb?

Look for there is/there was; it is/it was constructions. 
· These constructions are weak and should be used sparingly. 

· If you use the word “it” or “she” or “he,” make sure the pronoun is clearly stating the subject.


Check for clutter. Make sure you know where your sentence is going.
· Is the subject lost in the clutter?

· One way to work with a sentence that has multiple subjects and verbs: Chunk the sentence into subject-verb unites (clauses) by putting brackets or lines between each clause.

Although he is very handsome, he is not very smart.

[Although he is very handsome,][he is not very smart.]

In the last debate, which was Friday night, Maria Perez was good, but Imelda Santiago was spectacular.

In the last debate, [which was Friday night,] [Maria Perez was good,] but [Imelda Santiago was spectacular.]

VOCABULARY STRATEGIES
Vocabulary is important because: 
1. 
It enhances the meaning of the text.

2.
It improves your writing.

3.
It improves your ability to articulate ideas

4.
It helps you gather context clues 

5.
It is addicting; it makes you want to learn more words. 

To do while you read:
1. 
Isolate the word. Put a box around the word as part of your annotation.

2.
Ask yourself: How does the word function in the sentence? Is it a noun, a verb? Is it describing something (adjective)?  Is it an example or an appositive? Is it a title, a technical term or a word particular to a group of people? Is it a foreign word?

3.
Look at context clues and guess the meaning.







4.
Look up dictionary to verify. When you use the dictionary, make sure you understand the word.

5.
Write the word in a type of sentence you would use for academic or professional writing: “HIV can often hibernate in one’s immune system for years.”

6.
Get in a habit of looking up words. Building your vocabulary is like a brick by brick process!

Context Clues
Context clues help you understand the meanings of words by the context – by the words and phrases around those words which you are not yet familiar.  There are four kinds of context clues: 1) General in formation clues, 2) definition clues, 3) example clues, and 4) compare and contrast clues.



General information Clues:

Sometimes you can understand an unfamiliar word because you understand in genera the rest of the information in the surrounding sentences or groups of sentences.

Example of General Information Clue:
Last night, my wife and I went to a baccalunga to buy some wylieny for my car.  It was running rather prohamply yesterday, and I saw a seminique that I thought would help. 

*
baccalunga : some kind of store

*
wylieny : something that will help the car run properly

*
prohamply : describes how the car is running; probably not too well.

*
seminique : something that will also help the car run well.

Definition Clues:

Definitions may appear:

*
after a form of to be (is, was, were) means, called refers to, or
*
after the words which, that, who
*
between commas

*
between dashes

*
between parentheses

*
as a synonym (a word that has the same meaning as another word), set of in commas, dashes or parenthesis. 

Example of Definition Clue:
The search for information on the Internet is called a query, and the document you receive is called a hit.  Sometimes one query can produce a thousand or more hits.

Example Clues:
Examples are typically introduced by transition words which indicate a link between ideas or relationships: for example, for instance, such as, including
Example of Example Clue: 
Scientists have concluded that our environment contains more carcinogens than ever before, such as tobacco, asbestos, food additives, and most air and water pollutants.

*
carcinogens are substances that cause cancer.

Compare and Contrast Clues:

When you compare items, you are analyzing or identifying their similarities. When you contrast, you are analyzing or identifying the differences. Synonyms act as comparisons, but antonyms act as contrasts. 

*
Words that often indicate a comparison are: like, as

*
Words that indicate a contrast are: but, on the other hand, in contrast to, however, although, unlike, while, whereas 

Example of Compare/Contrast clues:

While Professor Jones is quite loquacious, Professor Watson is more taciturn because she barely says a word. 
*
loquacious: talks a lot
*
taciturn :quiet, doesn’t speak a lot
PROOFREADING SHEET - Symbols and what they mean. Use to interpret notes on drafts.

	Symbol
	What it means

	frag
	Fragment. Sentence is missing a subject or a verb. For example: “Seeing that I wouldn’t graduate and knowing this was my last chance.” Instead: “I saw that I couldn’t graduate and this was my last chance.” Or: “Seeing that I couldn’t graduate, I enrolled in a tutoring class.”



	Sub-frag
	Subordinator fragment. That means you are using dependent clause as a sentence. Ex: Although I couldn’t make a decision. To correct, remove subordinator “although,” so you are saying: “I couldn’t make a decision.”



	r.o.
	Run on. This means you have too many sentences or phrases connected together, often by too many commas.



	awk.
	Awkward phrase. To correct, redo the sentence so the subject and verb have a clear connection. It may mean splitting up the sentences. 



	c.s.
	Comma splice. This means you are joining two independent clauses together and you need a FANBOY or need to make two sentences. No: He was guilty, he went on trial. Yes: He was guilty so he went on trial.




	w.w.
	Wrong word. This means you are using the wrong word. Find a more appropriate or correct word.







	#
	Missing word (s)



	????
	Very confusing section which I can’t give you feedback. This means you need to correct/and or talk to me.



	Focus
	Focus paragraph. Making a PIE  paragraph is one type of correction.



	v.t.
	Wrong verb tense. This means you are using past tense when you should use present tense. Or you are using “will” and “would” incorrectly or too often.



	ref 
	Pronoun reference problem. This means you are using “he,” “she”, “it”, “this”, “that” but we don’t know what you are referring too. Use a more specific noun instead.




	…… stet


	A line of dots under a word and then the word “stet” means that I marked the paper by mistake. In other words, keep what you have. 

	dang
	Phrases which dangle, which don’t fit with the independent clause. Think of creating two sentences instead.






	!!!!
	This means the passage really rocks.




EVALUATION FORMS: For your first draft and final draft, you must answer these questions on a piece of paper and turn it in with your essay to be commented/evaluated. Place this sheet on top of the draft for me to look at. Do the best you can in evaluating your own work. The purpose of these exercises is to get you to evaluate your own papers. 

For all papers, put your name, and the title of the assignment on top of your sheet. For your first draft only, please number your paragraphs and underline your thesis. 

FIRST DRAFT EVALUATION:

1.
My intent of this paper is to convince the reader of/that:

2.
A particular problem I am having in this paper is: (it can be a grammar problem, a problem with a paragraph, a problem expressing an idea. Refer to your numbered paragraph)

3.
The following are things I still need to work on:

4.
Areas in the paper which are strong and can be used as a point of comparison:


5.
List 3 questions in particular you’d like me to address:

**************************************************

FINAL DRAFT EVALUATION:

1.
What is the strength of your paper as it stands now?

2.
Per my feedback and your analysis, what needed to be done in your paper and what did you do to fix them? (Include content, organization  and grammar work)

3.
What strategies will you use to address the difficulties in the future? (To answer this question, do not say “I’ll try harder.” Instead, focus on a particular challenge you had in your paper and address how you could resolve this difficulty for the next paper). 

Rubric goes here

GROUP PRESENTATIONS: DRIVE BY DANIEL PINK
Reading: Drive by Daniel Pink

Chapter One due 1/23 M; Group work with assigned chapter due 1/25 W 

Each team will have 20 minutes to present the following:

1. Explain the key ideas of your group’s chapter of Drive so that the rest of the class really understands them. 

2. Engage the class in a discussion of how your chapter’s idea might relate to our English class and your education in general.

3. What would be good about having a class follow the ideas set by your chapter? What might be potential drawbacks?

4. Come up with 2-3 specific ideas about how your concept could be applied in our class, and ask the class to share their feedback - do they think this is a good idea to adopt in class?  Why/why not?

5. Tips about Groupwork:

6. Select someone to be the “chair” to move the discussion forward and make sure everyone has a chance to speak. Consider all opinions - after all, you are brainstorming. In your pre-presentation discussion, make an outline of how the presentation will go and how much time you will allow for each section. All members of the group should take notes for themselves.

7. Each person in the group should be assigned a “role” in the presentation. For example, one student should be in charge of presenting #1, another #2 and so on. One student should be the one to jot down ideas on the board.

8. Remember! We are all learning and exploring. We are not looking for one right answer, but for many responses which go into the “idea pot.”

READING QUIZ #1 - Given in class: 2/1 W

Readings: Jean Anyon, 4 Chapters of Drive, Chapter 3 of Slater

1.
Think back to Jean Anyon’s article “Social Class and the Hidden Curriculum of Work.” Imagine a kid from a “working class” school is suddenly placed in an “executive elite” school.  How would school be different, and how do you think the kid would respond? (In your answer, make sure you give specific details to show that you know what each type of school was like).

2. 
In your own words, explain what “intrinsic motivation” is and tell the story of how researcher Harry Harlow came up with this idea (Drive pp. 1-4)

3. 
In your own words, summarize three pieces of evidence supporting the benefits of autonomy (from Drive chapter 4).

4. 
In the chapter on mastery, Daniel Pink discussions the work of a psychologist named Carol Dweck. In your own words, explain how Dweck’s research relates to the idea that mastery is a “mindset.” Be sure to explain your response fully enough that someone not in our class could follow you.

5. 
In your own words, explain what researchers found about the difference between college graduates who had “profit goals” and graduates who had “purpose goals” (Drive pp 142-144).

6. 
On page 72, Slater gives a quote from a psychiatrist who was upset about Rosenahan’s experiment (it begins “most physicians do not assume that patients who seek help are liars..”) Explain this quote in your own words.

7. 
Based on Lauren Slater’s experience, do you think that psychiatrists have become more accurate at diagnosing mental illness?

CRITICAL RESPONSE PAPER #1 - EDUCATIONAL BIOGRAPHY - Due: 2/3 F

Readings: Drive, Anyon (if you want)

Tell me the story of your educational history - the journey you’ve been on, the good, the bad, how you have felt about yourself as a learner in your past schooling, whether you felt much “intrinsic motivation.” Paint me a picture. Make it detailed, so that I can start to get to know you and learn about your experiences. 

Some things I’d like you to include:

· Describe one particularly good experience you had in your past education and tell me about why it was good. 

· Describe one particularly bad experience you had in your previous education and tell me why it was so bad.

· Talk about how the ideas from Drive relate to your educational experience (not just in English classes).  Has your previous education included much autonomy, mastery, and/or purpose? (Please refer to at least two of the above ideas from Drive). If you HAVE had these experiences, please describe one example of how it felt. If you have NOT experienced these ideas in the past, please think of a specific example when this was true and describe how that felt.

· Please include some discussion of your past experiences with academic reading and writing. If you like doing these things, why do you? If you don’t, why not? Do you feel confident in these areas? Do you feel a desire for mastery? Do you feel a sense of purpose about developing these skills?

· Please close your essay by bringing me up to the present– what do you want to get out of this particular class at Skyline? Is their anything you’d like me to know so that I can support your learning? Anything you are concerned about? Anything you are excited about?

Give me something full and detailed. Work at least 90 minutes on this. Length: 2 + pages. 

CRITICAL RESPONSE ESSAY #2 - Due: 2/6 M

Choose One of the following options:

1.
Anyon:
Summarize what Anyon found when she studied the different 5 th grade classrooms. Then, spend several paragraphs discussing either of the following critical questions:

*
What do you think causes the schools to look so different?

*
Why do these differences matter - in other words, why is this significant?

2.
One of the chapters from Drive:
Summarize a key idea from one of the chapters we read (autonomy, purpose, mastery), then spend several paragraphs discussing how this idea might be applied in our English class this semester.

3.
Chapter 3 from Slater:
Summarize what happened in Rosenham’s experiment, then spend several paragraphs discussing your own answer to this critical question: How reliable do you think psychological diagnosis is today?

Guidance for All Three Options:

· Write for an audience who is NOT in our class. That means you’ll need to spend some time summarizing key ideas, defining any terms that might be unfamiliar, choosing short quotes from the original reading to help your reader get a sense of what the author was talking about. 

· I’d like you to include details, examples, quotes from the reading to help you develop your response to the question.

· Talk about complexities – for example, if you’re applying an idea from Drive to our class, think about what might make the idea difficult, not just why it would be good; if you’re writing about psychological diagnosis, think about not only what Rosenhan says, but also what his critics say.

· Take the time to proofread after you’ve read your essay. Think about the kinds of mistakes you know you tend to make and watch out for those. 

Length: Three good paragraphs, 1+ pages.

READING QUIZ #2 - Given in class 2/8 W

Readings: Chapter 6 and 7 of Slater.

1. In his experiment, Alexander found that caged, isolated rats used the morphine water up to sixteen times more than the rats in Rat Park. How does he explain this – in other words, why does he think this happened?

2. Slater summarizes the meaning of the Rat Park experiments like this: “Rats and humans pick up the proverbial pipe and put it back down, no problem. And when they don’t put it back down, it’s not because there’s something inherently irresistible about the substance, but because the particular set of circumstances the mammal finds itself in offers no better alternatives than such destructive snacking” (169). In your own words, explain the meaning of this quote. Use details from Alexander’s experiment to support your answer.

3. Slater’s husband uses drugs regularly. She warns him that he’s going to get addicted, and he replies, “You know the REAL research, Lauren. I’m in a colony, not a cage (Slater 172). Explain his meaning here.

4. In your own words, explain the point Slater is making in the section where she talks about Rat park being “perfect environment” (178).

5. In your own words, explain the concept of “contact comfort.” Then, describe how Harlow’s experiments with monkeys led him to come up with this idea.

6. What happened to the monkeys raised with the terry-cloth surrogate “mother” when they grew up? According to Harlow, why did this happen?

7. In your own words, explain the animal rights argument that “the use of animals in research delivers very little valid information” (149). Be sure to summarize some of the evidence activists use to support this argument. 

MAJOR ESSAY #1 
Readings: Chapter 6 & 7 of Slater

Due: Outline and opening paragraph: 2/13 M; Idea Draft: 2/22 W;  First Draft: 2/24 F;  Final Draft 3/2 F. 

Option 1:
What causes addiction?
Chapter 7 features a debate on what causes addiction. Alexander argues that drug addiction is not caused by physical dependence; instead, he says, it is a “way of adapting to difficult circumstances” (Slater 161). Other addiction researchers argue that drug addiction is a physical response to the chemicals in drugs (see Slater 162-165). Where do you stand?

Option 2:
Were Harry Harlow’s experiments on monkeys ethical?
Harlow’s research taught us a lot about nature of attachment and what infants need. But in the process, he did a lot of damage to the monkeys in his experiments. Do you think his research was ethical? Do the benefits (knowledge) outweigh the costs (harm to living creatures)?

Things to shoot for:
1. Show that you have carefully read chapter 6 or 7 and that you have fully digested and considered the different viewpoints and evidence on all sides of the debate.  Feel free to also include other sources (memoir, outside research).

2. Show you are really thinking about the topic – these are complex questions, so don’t settle for easy answers. And don’t feel that you have to take an either-or position. For example, you might argue that addiction is a combination of physical and psychological factors, or that some of Harlow’s experiments were ethical but others were not. Just make sure you state your own position clearly and explain why you think it.

3. Write so that someone not in our class could understand it. Assume your audience has not read our book. That means you’ll need to briefly summarize key ideas /information and explain any unfamiliar terms.

4. Write at least 4 complete pages, typed. 12 point font, double-spaced, 1-inch margins.

READING QUIZ #3 - 2/29 W

Readings: 1) Milgram excerpt “Perils of Obedience,” 2) “Some Thoughts on Ethics Research” by Diana Baumrind and 3) “If Hitler Asked you to Electrocute a Stranger, Would You?” by Philip Meyer and 4) Chapter 4 of Slater

1. Milgram writes, “For a person to feel responsible for his actions, he must sense that the behavior has flowed from “the self.” In the situation we have studied, subjects have precisely the opposite view of their actions – namely, they see them as originating in the motives of some other person” (180). In your own words, explain what Milgram means here. Use details from the experiment in your explanation.

2. Milgram did several variations on his original experiment. In some of these experiments, he found that people’s levels of obedience went down. Describe three situations in which research participants were less likely to follow the experimenter’s orders.

3. Summarize the criticism Diana Baumrind makes of Milgram’s experiments.

4. Summarize the criticism Philip Meyermakes of Milgram’s experiments.

5. In your own words, explain the concept of “diffusion of responsibility” and how it relates to the Kitty Genovese murder.

6. In your own words, explain the concept of “social cueing” and how it relates to Darley and Latane’s experiment which smoke came into the room.

CRITICAL RESPONSE #3 - 3/12 W

By this time in the semester you would have gotten instruction on thesis, organization and opponents argument. You will be creating organized notes/graphic organizer to arrange your ideas which you can the use to create your essay. Write this response in the clearest way which you can read it. You will give me a copy, but keep a copy for yourself. 

Select one of the topics from Major Essay #2.

Create a working thesis.

1. Create a list of points/topic sentences which you will use to defend your thesis. Write the “points” in a complete sentence.

2. For each point articulate: 1) why you believe what you do 2) evidence from the reading which you will use. For suggestions, look at Major Essay #2. You are also welcome to use your own examples.

3. For at least two of the points, write one paragraph each using the opponents argument/rebuttal strategy with transition words as shown in class. (For a total of 2 paragraphs) 

MAJOR ESSAY #2
Due: Idea Draft - 3/14 W; First Draft - 3/16 F; Final Draft 3/26 M

Option 1
When you consider the experiments described in “The Perils of Obedience” would you say that these were good experiments? Yes? No? Somewhat? And why do you see it like you do? (Your answer should be summarized in your own thesis statement in your introduction).

In your essay, be sure to discuss the major elements of the ethics debate about Milgram. These are:

*
Whether his deception of subjects was ethical.

*
Whether subjects were harmed.

*
Whether his findings were significant

*
Whether his experiments really tell us about real-world human behavior (think about Baumrind’s claim that people were more obedient because they were unfamiliar in an unfamiliar lab setting).

Also make sure that you:

*
Support your argument with relevant ideas, information, and quotes from Milgram

*
Support your argument with relevant ideas, information, and quotes from the two reviews (Meyer, Baumrind).

*
Discuss evidence that contradicts your argument from at least one of the reviews – in this part of your essay, you’ll neutrally summarize the person’s point, then explain what you think of this evidence (Do you disagree? Do you acknowledge that it may have some merit, but still hold on to your original position?).

Option 2
Some people that it is human nature to be cruel to others. These people might argue that cruelty is why Milgram’s subjects acted as they did, and why no one helped Kitty Genovese. Do you accept this explanation of human psychology? Yes? No? Somewhat?  And why do you see it like you do?









In coming up with your own postion on this issue, I encourage you to think about all that you’ve learned about the Milgram experiment AND the ideas in Slater chapter 4. Consider the grey areas, rather than arguing strictly on one side or the other. Instead of saying YES we are cruel, or NO we are not, try to come up with a more complex answer to explain human behavior. 

In your essay, be sure to include:

*
Support for your argument with relevant ideas, information, and quotes from Milgram and from Slater chapter 4.

*
`Evidence that contradicts your argument from Milgram and/or chapter 4 – in this part of your essay, you’ll need to explain what you think the evidence (Do you disagree? Do you acknowledge that it has some merit?) and discuss why this evidence does not cause you to abandon your own position.

Things to shoot for:
*
Show that you have carefully read the texts from this unit and that you have fully digested and considered the different viewpoints and evidence.
*
Show you are really thinking about the topic - these are complex questions so don’t settle for easy answers. And don’t feel that you have to take an either/or position. 

*
Write so that someone not in our class could understand it. Assumed your audience has not read these texts. That means you’ll need to briefly summarize key ideas/information and explain any unfamiliar terms.

*
If you use the exact words from something you’ve read, be sure to put those inside quotes in your essay.

Write at least 4 complete pages, typed, 12 point font, 1-inch margins.
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