An Invitation from College of San Mateo’s Center for the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning:

The CSM Scholar Program

“Communities of conversation about teaching and learning often depend largely on the intrinsic motivation of participants, leveraged sometimes (less and less as budgets shrink) by a box lunch or wine and cheese.  But if the scholarship of teaching and learning is to have a durable presence and impact on campus, it must be nourished with heartier fare . . . . [it] must move from personal engagement by small numbers of people to more structural arrangements” (from The Advancement of Learning: Building the Teaching Commons by Mary Taylor Huber and Pat Hutchings, pp. 83-84).

Here at the College of San Mateo, many splendid teachers are doing wonderful work in their classrooms, but much of their work remains private, unknown to the rest of the campus.  Yet to meet the challenges of poor retention and declining enrollments, we desperately need to pool our most effective pedagogical resources, create and evaluate new strategies, and disseminate our insights to our campus and beyond. Out of this need comes the CSM Scholar Program.

What is it?
The CSM Scholar Program, modeled on the Carnegie Scholar and the Maricopa Institute for Learning’s fellowship programs, will support faculty members in systematic analysis of teaching practices.  

Faculty will propose a project—related in some way to a yearly theme—that will investigate and document student learning as an outcome of a specific pedagogical or curricular innovation or strategy in their classrooms.  Faculty members whose proposals are selected will meet regularly as they design and implement their studies, collect and analyze the evidence generated in their classrooms, and finally summarize and disseminate their work.  

These faculty members, supported by the SoTL (Scholarship of Teaching and Learning) Coordinator, will receive 3 units reassigned time per semester for 2 semesters.  They will also be expected to contribute their experience and advice to the whole campus, in “Talking About Teaching” presentations, and to the following year’s Scholars, helping a “teaching commons” to flourish on our campus. 

Our Pilot Program
The Governing Council for the Academic Senate has chosen a timely focus for our first year: 

• Preparing the Citizens of the Future: Classrooms that Develop a Sense of Civic Responsibility

Faculty in every department and program are encouraged to interpret this topic broadly and submit proposals.  The Association of American Colleges and University’s LEAP Report, College Learning for the New Global Century, states, as the sixth of its Principles of Excellence, “Foster Civic, Intercultural, and Ethical Learning—Emphasize Personal and Social Responsibility, in Every Field of Study [emphasis added].”

Proposals should be submitted (electronically to Jean Mach, mach@smccd.edu) no later than September 11th, 2007.  A committee designated by the ASGC will select two proposals, and those faculty members, the CSM Scholars, will refine the details of their study, in conjunction with the SoTL Coordinator.  The actual studies, supported by reassigned time, will be conducted Spring 2008 and Fall 2008. 

CSM Scholar

 Call for Proposals

The focus for 2007-2008 proposals: Preparing the Citizens of the Future: Classrooms that Develop a Sense of Civic Responsibility.

In not more than 3 pages, please address the following questions:

1) Describe the innovation or strategy that you will be implementing and the class(es) in which you will conduct the study.

2) What is your research question? (For example, “How does doing XXXX in my classroom affect students’ understanding of their right to vote?)

3) How do you hypothesize that your innovation will relate to the program focus?  What pedagogical problems or issues does it address?  What student learning outcomes are you seeking?

4) What ideas do you have for assessing the results of your study?  Good models should probably include both quantitative studies and qualitative evidence, such as student reflections and other student-generated artifacts.

5) What ideas do you have for disseminating your work—beyond our SoTL Center’s “Talking About Teaching” presentations in which you will participate? 

A Final Note:

This program, endorsed by the Governing Council of the Academic Senate and supported by President Mike Claire, does not in any way reduce or impact established professional development programs on campus.

