Rethinking the Death Penalty
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David Gelernter

Professor of computer Science at Yale University

*We execute murderers to make a public proclamation:
*THAT MURDER S INTOLERABLE!
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Antonin Scalia, Supreme Court Justice

+ The fifth amendment provides that “no
personshall be held to answer for a
capital crime, unless on indictment of a
Grand Jury, nor be deprived of life
without due process of law. Thi
clearly permits the death penalty to be
imposed and establishes that the
death penalty is not a cruel and
unusual punishment.
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* Concentrate on: THE FATE OF THE
INNOCENT VICTIM!

+Community’s response sends the message:
«death penalty : powerful, permanent. Cannot be retracted or

overturned.

+Does not pounce on life in general, only on the crime of murder.
«Even though we are doing a bad job of administering it, but
+*DOES NOT BELIEVE WE SHOULD GIVE IT UP!

Barry Seheck. Co-founder of the
Innocence Project

+ Use of DNA evidence exonerated
hundreds of convictions.
. Causes of wrongful conviction?
. uggests: better crime labs, decent
lefense counsel, eyewltness and
pollce reforms.
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Kent Scheidegger. Legal Director,

Criminal Justice Legal foundation

Very few capital cases involve genuine
questions of innocence.

Claims of discrimination against
minorities, and bias based on race of
victim, have failed.

Public defenders are as good as star
lawyers.

Death penalty deters murder

and SAVESINNOCENT LIVES!



