ATTACHMENT A

INTERSEGMENTAL GENERAL EDUCATION TRANSFER CURRICULUM

Completion of the Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum (IGETC) will permit a student to transfer from a community college to a campus in either the California State University or University of California system without the need, after transfer, to take additional lower‑division, general education courses to satisfy campus G.E. requirements.

It should be noted that completion of the IGETC is not a requirement for transfer to CSU or UC, nor is it the only way to fulfill the lower‑division, general education requirements of the CSU or UC prior to transfer. Depending on a student's major and field of interest, the student may find it better to take courses fulfilling the CSU's general education requirements or those of the UC campus or college to which the student plans to transfer. Students pursuing majors that require extensive lower‑division preparation may not find the Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum option to be advantageous.

Since the development of the 1960 Master Plan, ease of transfer has been the cornerstone of California's three‑tiered system of higher education. Transfer issues were therefore central to the concerns of Commissioners and Legislators who recently examined and "renewed" the Master Plan for Higher Education in California.

The Academic Senates of the University of California, the California State University, and California Community Colleges responded early and quickly to the concerns about transfer raised by the Legislature and the Commission to Review the Master Plan. Among those concerns was a recommendation for the creation of a general education transfer curriculum. As faculty we share fundamental convictions about the purposes of General Education. General Education should develop students' abilities to think; general education courses should not merely transmit information, but should require analysis, criticism, and synthesis. One of the most effective tools for achieving these goals is the written essay, evaluated with attention to the quality of its writing as well as the accuracy of its content, and, as appropriate, general education courses should require significant amounts of writing. In addition, speaking, listening, and reading are important skills that general education courses should foster. Participation in the intellectual and cultural life of our society requires ability in verbal communication of all kinds.

Courses in the transfer curriculum should be culturally broad in their conception . They should help students understand the nature and richness of human culture and social structures through a comparative approach and have a pronounced historical perspective. They should recognize the contributions to knowledge, civilization, and society that have been made by women and members of minority groups.

Similarly, one of the most useful things that students should get from their general education is an understanding of the modes of inquiry that characterize the different areas of human thought: the nature of the questions that can be addressed, the way questions are formulated, the way analysis is conducted, and the validity and implications of the answers obtained.

General education should be intellectually challenging; indeed, it must be to do a responsible job of preparing students for entry into the upper division of our four‑year institutions and for full participation in the life of the state. It is equally clear that participation in such a curriculum itself requires adequate preparation. General education builds upon adequate high school preparation, and poor preparation may require students to take remedial courses prior to entry into the transfer curriculum.

Both the California State University and the University of California have a specific American Institutions requirement that is separate from their general education requirements. Completion of the Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum will not satisfy this requirement.

All courses offered towards satisfaction of the requirements of the Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum must be baccalaureate in level and must be acceptable for transfer among all segments of public postsecondary education. Advanced Placement credit that is considered equivalent to a course accepted for credit towards the Transfer Curriculum should also be acceptable. Except for the American Institutions requirements, double counting of courses (i.e., using one course to meet more than one university requirement) is not limited by the IGETC.

The following requirements are listed in terms of the number of courses specified for each designated area and the minimum number of semester and quarter units so represented.

Subject Area: English Communication

 (3 courses; 9 semester, 12‑15 quarter units)*

* Students transferring to UC do not have to meet the oral communication requirement.

The English Communication requirement shall be fulfilled by completion of three semesters or nine units of lower‑division courses in English reading and written composition (1 course), critical thinking‑English composition (1 course), and oral communication* (1 course). Successful completion of the course in reading and written composition shall be prerequisite to the course in critical thinking‑English composition. The second semester of English composition required by the University of California may be met by those courses in critical thinking taught in a variety of disciplines which provide, as a major component, instruction in the composition of substantial essays and require students to write a sequence of such essays. Written work shall be evaluated for both composition and critical thinking. Texts chosen in this area should reflect an awareness of cultural diversity. Courses designed exclusively for the satisfaction of remedial composition cannot be counted towards fulfillment of the English composition requirement.

Instruction approved for fulfillment of the requirement in communication is to be designed to emphasize the content of communication as well as the form and should provide an understanding of the psychological basis and the social significance of  communication, including how communication operates in various situations. Applicable courses should view communication as the process of human symbolic interaction focussing on the communicative process from the rhetorical perspective: reasoning and advocacy, organization , accuracy; the discovery, critical evaluation and reporting of information; reading and listening effectively as well as speaking and writing. This must include active participation and practice in written communication and oral communication.

Instruction in critical thinking is to be designed to achieve an under standing of the relationship of language to logic, which should lead to the ability to analyze, criticize, and advocate ideas, to reason inductively and deductively, and to identify the assumptions upon which particular conclusions depend. The minimal competence to be expected at the successful conclusion of instruction in critical thinking should be the ability to distinguish fact from judgment, and belief from knowledge, to use elementary inductive and deductive processes, and to recognize common logical errors or fallacies of language and thought.

Subject Area: Mathematical Concepts and Quantitative Reasoning 

(1 course; 3 semester, 4‑5 quarter units)

The Mathematical Concepts and Quantitative Reasoning requirement shall be fulfilled by completion of a one‑semester course in mathematics or statistics above the level of intermediate algebra, with a stated course prerequisite of Intermediate Algebra.  (See the description of "Algebra 2," Statement On Competencies In Mathematics Expected Of Entering Freshmen ‑ 1988, revised February, 1988.)  Courses on the application of statistics to a single discipline may not be used to fulfill this requirement. An appropriate course in statistics must emphasize the mathematical bases of statistics, probability theory and estimation, application and interpretation, uses and misuses, and the analysis and criticism of statistical arguments in public discourse.

Because knowledge relevant to public and private decision making is expressed frequently in quantitative terms, we are routinely confronted with information requiring quantitative analysis, calculation, and the ability to use and criticize quantitative arguments. In addition, many disciplines require a sound foundation in mathematical concepts. The requirement in Mathematical Concepts and Quantitative Reasoning is designed to help prepare students to respond effectively to these challenges.

Subject Area: Arts and Humanities 

(at least 3 courses; 9 semester, 12‑15 quarter units)

The Arts and Humanities requirement shall be fulfilled by completion of at least three courses which encourage students to analyze and appreciate works of philosophical, historical, literary, aesthetic and cultural importance. Students who have completed this requirement shall have been exposed to a pattern of coursework designed to develop an historical understanding of major civilizations and cultures, both Western and non‑Western, and an understanding and appreciation of the contributions and perspectives of women and of ethnic and other minorities. In the Arts, students should also learn to develop an independent and critical aesthetic perspective.

At least one course shall be completed in the Arts and one in the Humanities. Within the arts area, performance and studio classes may be credited toward satisfaction of this subject area if their major emphasis is the integration of history, theory, and criticism. Courses used to satisfy the CSU United States History, Constitution and American Ideals requirement, and the UC American History and Institutions requirement may not be counted in this area but may be taken prior to transfer.

The Arts and Humanities historically constitute the heart of a liberal arts general education because of the fundamental humanizing perspective that they provide for the development of the whole person. Our understanding of the world is fundamentally advanced through the study of Western and non‑Western philosophy, language, literature, and the fine arts. Inclusion of the contributions and perspectives of women and of ethnic and other minorities as part of such study will provide us a more complete and accurate view of the world and will enrich our lives.

Subject Area: Social and Behavioral Sciences

(at least 3 courses: 9 semester. 12‑15 quarter units)

The Social and Behavioral Sciences requirement shall be fulfilled by completion of at least three courses dealing with individual behavior and with human social, political, and economic institutions and behavior in a minimum of two disciplines or in an interdisciplinary sequence. The pattern of coursework completed shall ensure opportunities for students to develop understanding of the perspectives and methods of the social and behavioral sciences. Problems and issues in these areas should be examined in their contemporary, historical, and geographical settings. Students who have completed this requirement shall have been exposed to a pattern of coursework designed to help them gain an understanding and appreciation of the contributions and perspectives of women and of ethnic and other minorities and a comparative perspective on both Western and non‑Western societies. The material should be presented from a theoretical point of view and focus on core concepts and methods of the discipline rather than on personal, practical, or applied aspects. Courses used to satisfy the CSU United States History, Constitution and American Ideals requirement, and the UC American History and Institutions requirement may not be counted in this area but may be taken prior to transfer.

Courses in the Social and Behavioral Sciences allow students to gain a basic knowledge of the cultural and social organizations in which they exist as well as the behavior and social organizations of other human societies. Each of us is born into, lives, and must function effectively within an environment that includes other individuals. People have, from earliest times, formed social and cultural groups that constitute the framework for the behavior of the individual as well as the group. Inclusion of the contributions and perspectives of women and of ethnic and other minorities as part of such study will provide us a more complete and accurate view of the world and will enrich our lives.

Subject Area: Physical and Biological Sciences

(at least 2 courses: 7‑9 semester, 9‑12 quarter units)

The Physical and Biological Sciences requirement shall be fulfilled by completion of at least two courses, one of which is in Physical Science and one in Biological Science, at least one of which incorporates a laboratory. Courses must emphasize experimental methodology, the testing of hypotheses, and the power of systematic questioning, rather than only the recall of facts. Courses that emphasize the interdependency of the sciences are especially appropriate for non‑science majors.

The contemporary world is influenced by science and its applications, and many of the most difficult choices facing individuals and institutions concern the relationship of scientific and technological capability with human values and social goals. To function effectively in such a complex world, students must develop a comprehension of the basic concepts of physical and biological sciences, and a sophisticated understanding of science as a human endeavor, including the limitations as well as the power of scientific inquiry.

OTHER

Language Other Than English*

*Students transferring to CSU do not have to meet the requirement of proficiency in a language other than English.

Students shall demonstrate proficiency in a language other than English equal to two years of high school study. Those students who have satisfied the CSU or UC freshman entrance requirement in a language other than English will have fulfilled this requirement. This requirement may also be satisfied by demonstration of equivalent proficiency prior to transfer.

GUIDELINES USED BY THE CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

IN REVIEW OF PROPOSED 1991‑92 IGETC COURSES

In reviewing proposed courses the segments used the specifications stated in the IGETC Curriculum which was sent to the community colleges in November 1990. The following guidelines were used to guide CSU and UC faculty decisions regarding 1991‑92 proposed courses for IGETC. These guidelines are consistent with the general education policies developed by the CSU General Education‑Breadth Advisory Committee and the UC University Committee on Educational Policy (UCEP) and Board on Admissions and Relations with Schools (BOARS).

Community colleges may find the following guidelines helpful when they begin preparation of course list updates for 1992‑93. The guidelines are organized according to subject area. General issues are also listed.

GENERAL ISSUES:

Minimum unit value ‑ The faculty determined that a course must have a minimum unit value of 3 semester or 4 quarter units in order to meet the requirements of the IGETC. (Laboratory courses intended to accompany lecture courses are an exception to this guideline). It is not acceptable to take three one (1) unit courses to fulfill a 3 unit requirement, because as a rule three one (1) unit courses will not together provide the depth or rigor of a single 3 unit course.

Courses that focus on personal, practical, or applied aspects ‑ Material taught in courses applicable to IGETC should be presented from a theoretical point of view and focus on the core concepts and methods of the discipline. Courses such as Everyday Legal Problems, Psychology of Intimate Relations, or Child Development: Implications for Child Guidance are examples of courses which focus on personal, practical, or applied aspects and do not meet the specifications of the IGETC.

Courses introductory to professional programs ‑ Courses which are introductory to professional programs, such as Introduction to Business, Set Design for Theater, and Writing for Commercial Markets do not have the sufficient breadth to meet general education requirements.

Advanced placement exams ‑ Acceptable scores of 3,4, or 5 can be used to satisfy any of the IGETC subject areas. An acceptable score on an English exam may be used to meet the English composition requirement but may not be used to meet the critical thinking‑English composition requirement.

Independent Study or Topics Courses

Independent study and special topics courses are not acceptable for IGETC. Since content of independent study or special topic courses varies from term to term, the applicability of these courses to IGETC cannot be determined.

ENGLISH COMMUNICATION

English as a Second Language courses cannot be used to fulfill the English composition requirement. Writing courses designed to meet the needs of a particular major, e.g., Writing for Accountants, cannot be used to meet the composition requirement.

MATH/QUANTITATIVE REASONING

Courses approved to fulfill this requirement must focus on quantitative analysis and the ability to use and criticize quantitative arguments. Symbolic Logic, Computer Programming, and survey courses such as Math in Society, were deemed unacceptable to fulfill the math/quantitative reasoning requirement.

ARTS

The IGETC requires that courses meeting this requirement have as their major emphasis the integration of history, theory, aesthetics, and criticism. Courses which focus on technique or performance were not approved to meet this requirement (e.g., Beginning Drawing, Beginning Painting, and Readers Theater and Oral Interpretation courses focusing primarily on performance).

HUMANITIES

Acceptable humanities courses are those that encourage students to analyze and appreciate works of philosophical, historical, literary, aesthetic and cultural importance. The faculty of the two segments determined that courses such as English composition, Logic, Speech, Creative Writing, Oral Interpretation, Readers Theater, Spanish for Spanish Speakers, and all elementary foreign language courses were skills or performance courses that do not meet the specifications for IGETC. Advanced foreign language courses were approved if they include literature or cultural aspects. Theater and film courses were approved if they were taught with emphasis on historical, literary, or cultural aspects. The segments will also accept Logic courses if the focus is not solely on technique but includes the role of logic in humanities disciplines.

SOCIAL AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES

Only courses which are taught from the perspective of a social or behavioral science were approved. Consequently, courses such as Physical Geography and Statistics did not meet the IGETC specifications for this area and were not approved. Community colleges may resubmit these courses in a more appropriate area. As noted in the General Issues section, courses with a practical, personal, or applied focus were not approved. Administration of Justice courses may be approved on an individual basis if they focus on core concepts of the social and behavioral sciences.

BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

Acceptable courses must focus on teaching the basic concepts of biological sciences. Human Nutrition, Horticulture, Forestry, Health, and Human Environment courses were determined to have a narrow or applied focus and therefore unacceptable for this area. Courses which emphasize the major concepts of the discipline, including biochemical and physiological principles, will be considered.

PHYSICAL SCIENCES

Courses which do not focus on the core concepts of a physical science discipline, such as Energy and the Way We Live, are not acceptable.

Information about Courses Submitted for

IGETC Critical Thinking‑English Composition Requirement

The English Communication subject area includes a requirement for a combined course in critical thinking‑ English composition. The IGETC curriculum states that the course must have a prerequisite of a first‑semester reading and composition course. The course must provide "as a major component, instruction in the composition of substantial essays and require students to write a sequence of such essays. Written work shall be evaluated for both composition and critical thinking."

In general the faculty found that courses not approved for IGETC fell into one of two categories. Either they did not include a substantial writing component or they did not include a substantial critical thinking component. Courses not approved for the 1991‑92 year may be revised and resubmitted. We encourage colleges to revise course content and outlines as appropriate and resubmit these courses in the fall with their 1992‑93 proposed course list.

Courses with Insufficient Writing Instruction

Evidence that formal instruction in writing was a major component of the course was often not clear on course outlines. While outlines usually stated that students were expected to write substantial essays, either expository or analytic, there was often no indication that progress toward refinement of writing skills was evaluated. Some outlines did not explicitly state how much writing was expected of students. Although some courses appeared to have a sufficient amount of writing, if they did not have the stated prerequisite it was assumed that the writing was not at the level expected for a second‑semester English composition course. Courses approved for IGETC successfully integrated the required components of writing and critical thinking in the course description, goals, objectives, and outcomes sections of the course outline.

Courses with Insufficient Critical Thinking Instruction

In most cases, courses were found lacking in instruction in critical thinking if the course description and objectives did not specifically include critical thinking skills. Introduction to principles of inductive and deductive processes, the relationship of language to logic, and the abilities to analyze, criticize, and advocate ideas often were not evident. The critical thinking component should go beyond critical reasoning or literary criticism. It was often unclear that students' work was evaluated for critical thinking. Courses approved for IGETC successfully integrated the required components of writing and critical thinking in the course description, goals, objectives, and outcomes sections of the course outline.

During modification or development of critical thinking‑English composition courses faculty should pay close attention to the specifications in the IGETC curriculum for both the second‑semester written communication and critical thinking components.

