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World Religions - honors
PHIL 300H   (3 hr lecture/week) 


Dr. Carlos A. Colombetti

Office:
1-122  (MW 11-12; TR 9:30 – 11)

(650) 738-4394

colombetti@smccd.edu

Course Description

This course explores the origins, rituals, arts, beliefs, and practices of the most influential traditions: Zoroastrian, Jewish, Christian, Islamic, Confucian, Taoist, Hindu, and Buddhist.  We will examine the role of religion in everyday life as well as the enduring philosophical issues that religious traditions grapple with.  We will explore how the ancient traditions emerged as humans made the transition from pre-agricultural to urban ways of living, the impact of such developments as writing and philosophy (in ancient times), printing and universal literacy (in modern times), and the more recent challenges of science, egalitarian liberalism, and secularism.  We will end the semester by studying a monograph on the origins of religious thought by a contemporary anthropologist.
Required Texts
Michael Molloy, Experiencing the World’s Religions, 4th ed., (McGraw Hill  2008).

Pascal Boyer, Religion Explained, (Basic Books  2001)
Student Learning Outcomes
· SLO 1.  Ability to interpret the rituals, practices, art, and writing of a religious tradition—using the methods of scholarship and historical criticism—in order to ascertain their origin, function, or meaning.

· SLO 2.  Ability to compare and contrast the beliefs and practices of various religious traditions—including variations and disputes within the tradition—in their historical and contemporary contexts.

· SLO 3.  Ability to critique the philosophical worldview (metaphysical and moral) of a religious tradition—using the methods of critical thinking and the perspectives of rival philosophies.

Course Requirements:

Students are expected to spend two hours of study for each hour of class.    

There will be 3 exams (essay and multiple choice) – worth 100 points each.

A research project of 7-10 pages – 100 points:  compare and contrast two traditions along some specific dimension (for example, a belief or a practice).  Due Dec. 11.  Students are encouraged to view exhibits of religious art at local museums, and/or to visit places of worship of both Eastern and Western traditions as part of their research project. 
Attendance and Participation:
Worth 30 points maximum.   To earn the maximum points, come to class regularly and on time, contribute to group discussions.  

Grading Scale

A =  387 - 430 points      B = 344 - 386      C =  301 - 343     D =  258 - 300      F = 0 - 257  
Academic Policies

Refer to the student handbook.  It is your responsibility to be informed.  
Be advised that plagiarism will result in an F grade and possible disciplinary action.
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Schedule 

Week


Class Topics




Study Assignments

UNIT ONE:  Asian Traditions

1    Aug 18-22

Understanding Religion


Chapter 1 of Molloy



2    Aug 25-29

Hinduism




Ch 3 




3    Sep 1-5

Buddhism




Ch 4
4    Sep 8-12

Jainism / Sihkism



Ch 5 

5    Sep 15-19

Daoism / Confucianism


Ch 6

6    Sep 22-26

review and EXAM ONE

UNIT TWO:  Western Traditions
7    Sep 29-Oct 3
Judaism 




Ch 8
8    Oct 5-10

Christianity 




Ch 9
9    Oct 13-17

Christianity




Ch 9
10   Oct 20-24

Islam





Ch 10 

11   Oct 27-31

Islam 





Ch 10

12   Nov 3-7

review and EXAM TWO
UNIT THREE: Explaining Religious Thought 
13   Nov 11-14
Indigenous Religions



Ch 2 of Molloy 

14   Nov 17-21 
What is the Origin?  




Chapters 1 and 2 of Boyer



What Supernatural Concepts are Like


15   Nov 24-26
The Kind of Mind it Takes



Chapter 3



Nov 27/28 is a holiday

16   Dec 1-5 

Why Gods and Spirits?  Why do Gods Matter?
Chapters 4, 5

17   Dec 8-10

Why Belief?





Chapter 9







EXAM THREE (final)  Tuesday Dec 16 at 11:10 – 1:40
EXAMPLES OF WHAT A RESEARCH TOPIC LOOKS LIKE:

A comparison and contrast of the significance of fire in Zoroastrianism and Hinduism.  I will try to answer questions about why fire became so significant in ancient religious practice, how those practices changed historically, what it means to people in those traditions today.  I will explore the symbolic or metaphorical significance of fire rituals.  

A comparison and contrast of religious sculpture in the Buddhist and Christian traditions.  I will use illustrations (in addition to 8-10 pages of text).  I want to better understand both the artistic tradition and how art was used to convey religious ideas and feelings.  What are the typical and most common subjects of such sculptures?  How did they change historically?  How are they used in ritual or devotional practices?
A comparison and contrast of the wedding rituals of contemporary Shinto practice in Japan with contemporary Jewish practice.  What is the function of wedding rituals in a society?  Why do all cultures have this?  How and why is it integrated into religious practices (instead of secular practices such as getting a driver’s license)?  What do the elements of the ritual symbolize?  How have the rituals changed historically in these two traditions?  

