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History of Western Philosophy – 
The Modern era, 16th to 18th century 

PHIL 175  AA 



Dr. Carlos A. Colombetti

Office:
1-122 (MW 11-12; TR 9:30-11) 

(650) 738-4394

colombetti@smccd.edu


Course Description
We will explore the history of Western Philosophy from Descartes through Kant, set in the context of the religious, scientific, social and political revolutions that shaped the Modern era. Philosophers of interest include Descartes, Hobbes, Spinoza, Locke, Leibniz, Berkeley, Hume, Rousseau, Kant, and others. 

Recommended: eligibility for ENGL 100 or 105 

Transfer Credit: UC; CSU (C2)

Required Text:
Normal Melchert, The Great Conversation, 5th edition  (Oxford University Press  2007).

Additional texts:  primary sources available online or in the library.

Course Requirements

Regular attendance is required.  This is a discussion course.  We will read the text and discuss ideas in class.  Your participation in class will be considered in determining the final grade for the course, particularly in borderline cases.  

Exams   
There will be 3 exams, each worth 100 points, based upon readings and discussions.

Exams will consist of multiple choice questions and an essay question. 

Research Essay
A research essay of about 6-8 pages – worth 100 points –Topics to be discussed in class.  This will require that you do some research, including the reading of primary sources.  It is due December 10.  Late essays will be deducted 10 points.

Writing standards for essays are posted on my faculty webpage at skylinecollege.edu. 

Attendance and Participation
Worth 30 points maximum.   To earn the maximum points, come to class regularly and on time, contribute to discussions, pose questions.  When I take roll, each student is marked P for present, E for excused, A for absent, or L for Late.  Two L’s equals one A.  You should have no more than 4 unexcused absences, after which 10 points per day will be deducted (up to 30).
Grading Scale

A =  387 - 430 points      B = 344 - 386      C =  301 - 343     D =  258 - 300      F = 0 - 257  
Academic Policies

Plagiarism or cheating will result in F grade and possible disciplinary action.
See the student handbook.  It is your responsibility to be informed.

Withdrawal Policy

Do not assume that you will be automatically dropped if you stop coming to class.  If you wish to drop, you must do so using WebSMART.  Failure to drop in a timely manner may result in an F grade in the class.
Make up work and Incomplete Grade
Missed exams can be made up by arrangement.  To receive an incomplete (“I” grade) student must have taken at least two exams with a passing grade.

Student Learning Outcomes:
· SLO 1.  Ability to compare, contrast, analyze, and evaluate the views of the most influential Western philosophers and philosophical movements from a particular historical period—as found in primary or secondary sources—using the techniques of critical thinking.

· SLO 2.  Students will embody the qualities of an open-minded but critical thinker in the examination or formation of their worldview.

Tentative Schedule of Reading and Exams
Week  (meets MWF)







Study Assignments

1:  Aug 18-22 

The historical background for Western Philosophy
p. 136, p. 160











p. 241, p. 275
2:  Aug 25-29

From Medieval to Modern



Chapter 12


3:  Sep 1-5

Monday is a holiday
4:  Sep 8-12

Descartes





Chapter 13








Meditations on First Philosophy



5:  Sep 15-19 

Review and EXAM ONE:  (Friday 19)

_______________________________________________________________________________

6:  Sep 22-26

Hobbes and Bacon




Chapter 14




7:  Sep 29-Oct 3
Locke and Berkeley




8:  Oct 6-10

David Hume





Chapter 15
9:  Oct 13-17

David Hume

An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding (2-7)

10: Oct 20-24

David Hume

Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion (2-5,11)







11:  Oct 27-31

Review and EXAM TWO:  (Friday 31)

______________________________________________________________________________

12:  Nov 3-7

Immanuel Kant




Chapter 16 (426-450)
13:  Nov 10-14
Monday November 10 is a holiday





Spinoza and Leibniz




14:  Nov 17-21
Kant and Rousseau




Chapter 16 (450-460)







Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals







(Hackett Publishing Co.)

15:  Nov 24-28
Research projects  -- draft work / peer review






Thursday 27and Friday 28: holiday

16:  Dec 1-5

Hegel






Chapter 17



17:  Dec 8-10





EXAM THREE:  (Friday Dec 12 --- 8:10 to 10:40)


Selected Primary Sources for Modern Philosophy

Descartes


*Meditations on First Philosophy





Discourse on Method
Thomas Hobbes

Leviathan (parts I and II)
John Locke


Second Treatise of Government




An Essay Concerning Human Understanding
Berkeley


Three Dialogues Between Hylas and Philonous
David Hume


*Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion





*An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding





Hume’s Ethical Writings (selections, ed. Alasdair MacIntyre)

Rousseau


The Social Contract
Spinoza


The Ethics
Leibniz


(selections)
Kant



*Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals




Prolegomena to any Future Metaphysics
Adam Smith


Wealth of Nations 
Joseph Butler

Five Sermons
Mary Wollstonecraft

A Vindication of the Rights of Woman
Also recommended:

Thomas Kuhn, The Copernican Revolution

Michael R. Matthews, ed.  The Scientific Background to Modern Philosophy
Guidelines for Research Paper

A research project of about 8-10 pages – worth 100 points – will require that you (a) compare and contrast (b) two philosophers or philosophical traditions (c) along some specific dimension.  Your essay should have a clear and concise thesis statement.  You should support your thesis with textual evidence and critical thinking.   This project will require that you do some research, including the reading of primary sources.    Due December 12.

Examples (These are just suggestions.  Be creative):

Compare and contrast Epictetus and Epicurus on pleasure and the satisfaction of desire.  Read the Enchirideon.

Read Plato’s Symposium.  Compare and contrast Plato with Augustine on love.

Read what Aristotle and Aquinas wrote on the issue of the existence (and conception) of God.  Compare and contrast.

Read a Platonic dialogue that was not presented in our text.  Discuss the main theme of the dialogue in comparison with one other appropriate philosopher (one who addresses the same theme).
The Skyline College Library has a plethora of source materials! 

Feel free to discuss your topic, research, or progress with me any time between now and December.

Start NOW (
Academic Policies:

Be advised that plagiarism will result in an F grade and possible disciplinary action.

Cite sources using your preferred method (Chicago Style, MLA, APA, or other)
