SPRING 2012			PHIL 103 

Dr. Carlos A. Colombetti		Critical Thinking		
colombetti@smccd.edu 		CRN:  39514		MWF  9:10-10:00  room: 1-206
(650) 738-4394			office hours:  room 1-213   MW: 10-11 / TR: 11-12:30
_________________________________________________________
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3 lecture hours/week; 1 lab hour/week	

Course Description:  Critical Thinking is the special area of philosophy that deals with logic and arguments.  It is the use of logic to determine what to believe based upon evidence.  This course is a study the relationship between language and logic, deductive and inductive patterns of reasoning (including scientific reasoning), as well as fallacies and errors of reasoning. 
Transfer: UC; CSU (A3)  Recommended: Eligibility for ENGL 836

Required Text
Lewis Vaughn, The Power of Critical Thinking, 3nd edition (Oxford University Press 2010). 
Lab website:  http://www.oup.com/us/companion.websites/9780195377927/student/?view=usa
		[Save to your desktop; click on each chapter under student resources]
 
Student Learning Outcomes

1. SLO 1.  When presented with an argument, the student is able to assess the soundness of the argument by assessing deductive validity using appropriate deductive techniques (and assessing the truth or epistemic value of the premises using reliable sources of information). 
1. SLO 2.  When presented with an argument, the student is able to assess the cogency of the argument by assessing inductive strength using appropriate inductive techniques (and assessing the truth or epistemic value of the premises using reliable sources of information).
1. SLO 3.  When presented with a theoretical hypothesis or a pseudo-scientific claim, the student is able to evaluate it using appropriate explanatory criteria.
1. SLO 4.  At the end of the course, the student is able to compose a novel, interesting, and logically correct argument that avoids fallacies.  The student is also able to represent the logical structure of the argument, as well as express and defend the argument as a short essay.  

Course Requirements:  
Lab by arrangement:  Approx. 1.5 hours per chapter using the Lab website.  For each chapter: read the material; do the Study Guide Exercises and Chapter Study Questions.  Print the Review Quiz to turn in.
Lab is worth about 5% of the course grade = 25 points.
Three chapter exams will be worth 100 points each = 300 points (will assess SLO 1, 2, and 3).  
A 3-page argument/essay worth 50 points will be due on the last day of class (will assess SLO 4).   
The final exam is comprehensive and worth 150 points (will assess SLO 1, 2, and 3).

It is highly recommended that you maintain a set of 4x6 index cards with vital information.  You may bring these (or any of your own handwritten notes) to the comprehensive final exam only.

Attendance and Participation:  Attendance, as well as participation in class discussion and group work, will be considered in the determination of the final grade—particularly in borderline cases.  

Grade Policy:  The letter grade for the course will be determined using the following scale:
A = 472-525	B = 420-471    C = 367-419    D = 315-366   	F = 0-314

In coordination with the DSPS office, reasonable accommodation will be provided for eligible students with disabilities.  If you do not yet have an accommodation letter, please contact the DSPS office at (650) 738-4280.

Drop/Withdrawal Policy: 
Do not assume that you will be dropped if you stop coming to class.  If you wish to drop, you must do so on WebSMART.  Failure to drop in a timely manner may result in an F grade in the class.
Make up Policy: 
Late argument/essay projects are deducted 10 points unless student has a valid excuse.
Missed exams can be made up by arrangement.
To receive an incomplete (“I” grade) student must have taken first two exams with a passing grade.
Extra Credit: 
No extra credit assignments will be available for this course.  Your best strategy for success is to study the text to maximize comprehension of material, maintain a steady pace of work, and come to class prepared.

Tentative Schedule of Assignments and Exams

			UNIT 1:  THE BASICS OF CORRECT REASONING	   

1:  Jan 17-20 		Ch 1					Note that at the end of each chapter is a 
								Self-Assessment Quiz.  Monitor your progress.
2:  Jan 23-27		Ch 2
3:  Jan 30-Feb 3		Ch 3 (skip p. 96 to p. 109)	
4:  Feb 6-10		Ch 4									
5:  Feb 13-16 		Ch 5							
No school Friday 17th	EXAM 1			
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
No school Monday 20th
			UNIT 2:  DEDUCTIVE LOGIC
6:  Feb 21-24		Ch 6  	truth-functional statements
7:  Feb 27-Mar 2	Ch 6	validity:  Table method			
8:  Mar 5-8		Ch 7	categorical statements	
No school Friday 9th			
9:  Mar 12-16		Ch 7	validity:  Venn method
			EXAM 2	
______________________________________________________________________________________________				
UNIT 3:  INDUCTIVE LOGIC 
10:  Mar 19-23		Ch 8				
11:  Mar 26-30		Ch 8	

SPRING BREAK:  APRIL 2 TO APRIL 8

12:  April 9-13		Ch 9					Discussion of argument/essay assignment
13:  April 16-20		Ch 9										
			EXAM 3				
______________________________________________________________________________________________

			UNIT 4:  MORAL ARGUMENTS / EXPLANATORY REASONING
			  			
14:  April 23-27		Ch 11 					Draft and peer evaluation of assignment		 
15:  April 30-May 4	Ch 10								
16:  May 7-11		Ch 10		
17:  May 14-18		Argument/Essay is due (10 points off if late)         
			 
18:  May 21-25:  Final Exams Week (no classes)
		  	EXAM 4:  comprehensive final exam
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