SPRING 2012			PHIL 100

Dr. Carlos A. Colombetti		Introduction to Philosophy		
colombetti@smccd.edu 		CRN:  30684		MW  12:10-1:25	room: 2-305
(650) 738-4394			CRN:  92453		TR    9:35-10:50	room: 1-115
					office hours:  room 1-213    MW: 10-11:00 / TR: 11-12:30
_________________________________________________________
Course Description
[image: http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/4101pZfIsjL._SS500_.jpg]To have a "philosophy" means to have reasoned positions (or to accept doubt) on the most general and fundamental questions that one can ask.  Philosophical questions are "open" in the sense that they have not been answered to everyone's satisfaction.  Nevertheless, some positions are better justified than others.  This course is a survey of philosophical views about reality, logic, truth, knowledge, consciousness, religion, science, free will, moral values, and other topics.  We will explore historical and contemporary approaches to these issues, utilizing the methods of logic and critical thinking.   
Recommended: eligibility for ENGL 100 or 105.   Transferable to UC/CSU (area C2).

Required Text
Elliott Sober, Core Questions in Philosophy, 5th  edition (Prentice Hall 2009) 

Recommended internet sources:   The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy  
				        Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy 
			
Course Requirements and Grading
Students are expected maintain a steady pace of reading and studying (read each chapter twice; read before class; take detailed notes during lectures; review text and your class notes in preparation for exams).  

4 Exams worth 100 points each.  They will consist of multiple choice questions and a take-home essay.  

The essay portion of the exam will be based upon a topic announced in class.  The essays should be typed, double-spaced, 12 point fonts, and about 3 pages.  Your essay will consist of both summary and analysis of an argument presented in the text or in class.  You may draw upon materials in the text, lecture, or outside reading (but you must cite sources that you use).   Essays are due on exam days.  10 points will be deducted if late.

Attendance will be graded for a maximum of 20 points.  To earn the maximum points, come to class regularly and on time.  You should not have more than 3 unexcused absences, after which 5 pts/day will be deducted (up to 20).  Twice late = one absence.  Participation will be considered in determining final grade.
  
 	The letter grade for the course will be determined using the following scale.
	A = 378 – 420      B = 336 – 377      C = 294 – 335     D = 252 – 293    F = 0- 251

Academic standards:  Cheating or plagiarism on an exam/essay will result in an F grade (0 points) and possible disciplinary action.  It is your responsibility to be informed.
Withdrawal policy:  Do not assume that you will be automatically dropped if you stop coming to class.  If you wish to drop, you must do so on WebSMART.  Failure to drop in a timely manner may result in an F grade in the course.
Make up and late work policy:  Late essays are deducted 10 points unless student has a valid excuse.
Missed exams can be made up by arrangement.
To receive an incomplete (“I” grade) student must have taken at least two exams with a passing grade.
Extra Credit:  No extra credit assignments will be available for this course.  Your best strategy for success is to study the text, maintain a steady pace of work, write good essays, and come to class prepared.

In coordination with the DSPS office, reasonable accommodation will be provided for eligible students with disabilities.  If you do not yet have an accommodation letter, please contact the DSPS office at (650) 738-4280.

Student Learning Outcomes
1. SLO 1.  Ability to formulate some of the core questions of philosophy and understand various philosophical responses to them in their historical context.

1. SLO 2.  Ability to analyze and evaluate philosophical claims, arguments, and theories using rigorous philosophical methods (such as logical analysis and the identification of fallacies).

1. SLO 3.  Students will embody the qualities of an open-minded but critical thinker in the examination or formation of their philosophy.

Schedule of Reading Assignments and Exams		

Week			Class Topics					Read ahead and read twice

UNIT ONE:	 	Logic, Science, and Religion
1:  Jan 17-20		Orientation and Introduction			Read the preface; Chapters 1 and 2		
2:  Jan 23-27		Logic: deductive, inductive, abductive		Study 2 and 3
3:  Jan 30-Feb3	Cosmology and Theism				4 (also Aquinas reading)
Biology and Theism		        		5  
			Evolution / Darwin / Creationism		6
4:  Feb 6-10		Explanation and Testability 			7, 9		      
5:  Feb 13-16		The Problem of Evil				11      
			Review for first exam				EXAM ONE
No school Friday 17th and Monday 20th           
			
UNIT TWO: 		Epistemology:  Knowledge and Doubt
6:  Feb 21-24		Theory of Knowledge				12; also read Descartes’ Meditation 1
7:  Feb 27-March 2     	Cartesian Foundationalism vs.			13
			     the Reliability Theory of Knowledge		14
8:  Mar 5-8		David Hume:  The problem of Induction		15, 16         
No school Friday 9th           
9:  Mar 12-16		Beyond Foundationalism			17
			Review						EXAM TWO

UNIT THREE: 	Philosophy of Mind (Dualism, Materialism, Free Will)
10:  Mar 19-23		How are mind and body related?			19 (and Descartes’ Meditation 6)
			The Identity Theory				22
11:Mar 26-30		Functionalism 					23
			Do humans have free will?			24

                                       SPRING BREAK:  APRIL 2 TO APRIL 8

12: April 9-13		Free Will – Three philosophical options		25, 26
13: Apr 16-20		Review 					EXAM THREE
      y 					
UNIT FOUR:		Ethics (Subjectivism, Conventionalism, Realism)
14: Apr 23-27		Ancient Virtue Ethics				28
			Subjectivism				  	29, 30
15: Apr 30-May 4	Conventionalism				31 (and Sartre reading)
16: May 7-11	Normative Ethics:  J. S. Mill			32 (and Mill p. 453-454)
Normative Ethics:  Kant				33 (and Kant p. 480-483)
17: May 14-18		Normative Ethics:  Aristotle			34 
			Review						
18:  May 21-25 -- Final Exams Week (no classes)			EXAM FOUR
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