
Hello,

My name is Gary Church and I'll be managing the online math 120 course 
during the Spring session of 2013.

Over the next few days, I will be getting my faculty website 
(http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/churchg/) in order but this introduction (along 
with the video mentioned below) should get you started.

Before getting into the details of the class, I want to encourage you to consider 
dropping the online class in favor of a "regular" classroom based course which 
meets regularly on campus. You will get much more from the class and it will be 
much easier when you can interact directly with the instructor and your 
classmates, than it will be with an online class such as this one.

Also, I want you to realize that it will require a great dedication and purpose in 
order to pass the class, even with a "C" grade. If you were to meet on campus, 
you would attend class for fifty minutes per day for five days of the week plus 
time needed to study and do the homework assignments. This amounts to at 
least two hours per day over five days of the week or a total of ten hours per 
week. Don't take this time commitment lightly; If you don't have this time 
available, consider not taking the class at this time. Finally, if you haven't taken 
and passed a beginning algebra class recently, you might consider retaking 
beginning algebra before enrolling into intermediate algebra.

The class is based around the textbook "Intermediate Algebra, 4th edition" by 
Tussy & Gustafson in conjunction with the online homework management 
system "WebAssign". I've created a WebAssign course for the class and you will 
need to create your own accounts within this course. Once you've done this, you 
will have access to all the homework and chapter tests for the course as well as 
an online version of the textbook. You will get a two week grace period before 
being required to pay for WebAssign (the version with a copy of the ebook for 
the course is $75). There are due dates for all these assignments as can be 
seen in the calendar within WebAssign.

Last year, I created an introductory video to the course and WebAssign which 
can be found at:

https://vimeo.com/35174345

Start the video at 2:20 (the first 2 minutes 20 seconds pertain to information for 
the Spring 2012 semester). Also, at 3:35, it gives the class key for the Spring 
2012 semester; This is not the key for your course! Your course key is "smccd 
0565 5376" (without the quotes).

Please watch this video as soon as possible, create your WebAssign accounts 
as described in the video and begin working the problem sets; The earlier you 
begin the better. If you have not set up your accounts by 9:00 pm on 

http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/churchg/
https://vimeo.com/35174345


Wednesday, Jan. 16, you will be dropped from the class.

The grade for the course is based on your scores for the WebAssign 
assignments, chapter tests, midterm and final exams. 

For each problem on each assignment, you get five tries to get the correct 
answer with no penalty for an incorrect first response but for each incorrect 
response after the first one, you lose 25% of the value of the problem.

The chapter tests are timed. Once you begin a chapter test, a timer starts and 
you have to finish the test in the allotted time. The timer can't be stopped, so 
before you begin a chapter test, you must be sure that you have enough quiet, 
uninterrupted time available to finish the test in the given time. For each problem 
on a chapter test, you get three tries to get the correct answer, with no penalty 
for an incorrect first response but for each incorrect response after the first one, 
you lose 30% of the value of the problem. Before taking a chapter test, you 
might consider doing the "Practice Quizzes" for the different sections of the 
chapter or for the whole chapter itself under the "Personal Study Plan" (The PSP 
is found at the bottom left after you log in to your WebAssign account).

Problems you do in the PSP do NOT count in your grade and are meant solely 
to provide you with extra practice in doing problems and are a good resource to 
help you prepare for the chapter tests.

If you need one-on-one help, please visit me during my office hours during the 
posted times (www.smccd.edu/accounts/churchg) or seek guidance from the 
tutors in the Math Resource Center (http://www.collegeofsanmateo.edu/mrc).

I think this enough information to get you started. Please don't delay; This class 
moves very quickly and only seriously dedicated persons will succeed.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Take care,
Gary
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