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CEQA & NEPA

BIOL 675

CEQA

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
 requires that the potential environmental impacts of proposed

projects be evaluated and that feasible methods to reduce or
avoid identified significant adverse environmental impacts of
these projects be identified.

EIR

Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
 serves as an informational document that informs public agency

decision-makers and the public generally of the significant
environmental effect of a project, identify possible ways to
minimize the significant effects, and describe reasonable
alternatives to the project.
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Significant Impacts to

Land
Air
Water
Minerals
Flora
fauna

Ambient noise
Objects of historic

significance
Objects of aesthetic

significance

NEPA

The National  Environmental Policy
Act established national policies and
goals for the  protection of the
environment. NEPA directs all federal
agencies to give appropriate
consideration to the environmental
effects of their decision making

EIS

Detailed environmental impact
statements on recommendations or
proposals for legislation and other
major federal actions significantly
affecting the quality of the
environment.
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Comparison

XXEnvironmental Setting
(EIR) or Affected
Environment (EIS)

XXAlternatives Description

XXProject Description

XXPurpose of and Need for
Action

XXTable of Contents

XXSummary

XCover Sheet

EISEIRDocument

NEPACEQA

NEPACEQA

XGrowth-Inducing Impacts

XEconomic and Social Effects

XXIrreversible or Irretrievable
Commitments of Resources

XRelationship Between Short-
Term Uses of the
Environment and the
Maintenance and
Enhancement of Long-Term
Productivity

XXUnavoidable Adverse
Impacts

XXMitigation Measures

XXCumulative Impacts

NEPACEQA

XXList of Commentors

XResponses to Comments on
Draft EIR Draft EIS

XXOrganizations and Persons
Consulted

XXList of Preparers


