SLOAC  News								February 2009

	Greg Stoup presented “SLO Analysis in 10 Minutes” to a group of 17 faculty and staff on Friday, Feb 6.  In addition to revealing the virtues of different rubrics, Greg showed us how to put an excel spreadsheet through its paces and come up with insightful views of the data.
	Those who attended were presented with their very own copy of Classroom Assessment Techniques: A Handbook by Angelo and Cross.  If you could not attend go to the Events page of Cañada’s SLOAC site to view and listen to the presentation.

	Next workshop: Feb 27th at 12 noon in 16-212, the newly renovated biology lab.  Dean Janet Stringer will reprise her popular talk “Writing Great Multiple Choice Questions”.   Come measure YOUR test-taking strategies on a MC quiz and learn how to reduce the effect of “good-guessing” on exam scores.  Participants will leave with new insight and their own copy of Classroom Assessment Techniques: A Handbook, as well as having experimented in our new bio lab.

	Also coming up: Dr. Nathan Staples will demonstrate use of the new Scantron Reader in bldg 13.  These are small hands-on sessions; please contact me directly to schedule this training.

	We are making good progress with SLOAC across the campus: assessment data was submitted for nearly 100 courses from Fall term, about double the number that were assessed last spring.  Applause to those who contributed!
	That means that about 150 courses with SLOs and fall assessment plans did not get those plans completed, or at least, the results were not reported.  And we still have several hundred courses for which no SLOs have been filed.  
Help is on the way!

Haven’t filed your data yet?  What are the SLOs for that course, anyway?  
Here’s the link to the SLOAC site http://www.canadacollege.edu/inside/slo/index.html 
Follow these instructions for downloading the form with SLOs you filed in fall:   Select “SLOs and assessments” from the lefthand menu.  Select “Sharepoint site” and enter your email and email password when asked.  On the Sharepoint page, select ‘Instructional SLOs” and then the discipline, then go into the Fall 2008 folder.  
You can download the form, add to it, and then mail it to canslo@smccd.edu along with any attached data.  Don’t try to upload the modified form – you can’t.  We’re happy to do that for you.  

Don’t yet have SLOs written?  Or have you figured out that your original SLOs need to be tweaked?  Start at the RESOURCES page on our SLOAC site and review the qualities of a good SLO.   Check out what your colleagues have done for their courses on the Sharepoint page (follow instructions above to get there).

Data, data everywhere and not a conclusion in sight?  Put Wednesday, March 11 on your calendar; that’s the upcoming Flex Day and there’ll be plenty of opportunities for seeing examples of assessments and analysis.   Meantime, check out Greg’s talk and other help on the RESOURCES page of the SLOAC site.

Want some help to sort out your SLOAC?  Come see Carol during her SLOAC Office Hour on Mondays, 1-2 pm in the MESA area of the Learning Center or by appointment at a convenient time for you.

Stay tuned for more news and Go SLOAC!!

Carol Rhodes
SLOAC Coordinator
Advisory Committee: Greg Stoup, Ray Lapuz, Martin Partlan, Patty Dilko, Linda Hayes, Rita Sabbadini, NEW! Lisa Palmer
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