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6 legs, 3 
tagmata?

Wings?

More than 
2 wings?

Resting wings 
at 90° to 
thorax?

Diptera: flies, 
gnats, mosquitos

Laterally 
compressed; 

jumping?

Not an insect. 
Spider or tick?

Abdomen with 
"pincers"?

Wings 
covered with 
tiny scales?

Lepidoptera: 
butterflies, 

moths

Narrow-
waisted, 5-part 

tarsi

Elytra 
(unveined 

forewings)?

Coleoptera: 
beetles, weevils

Long, rooflike 
forewings?

Orthoptera: 
grasshoppers, 

crickets, 
cockroaches, 

mantids
Forewings 

thickened at base, 
membranous tip? Stomptera: 

and hide the 
body.

Hemiptera: 
true bugs

Dichotomous 
Key to Some 

Insects
Odonata Hymenoptera: 

ants, bees, wasps

Dermaptera: 
earwigs

Hymenoptera: 
ants, wingless 

wasps

Siphonaptera: 
fleas


