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Hours M-W 2-4; T-Th 2-5
Kate Williams Browne, Instructor 

brownek@smccd.edu
ECE CURRICULUM
Course Description
 This course is designed to prepare students to select, develop and manage activities for young children with an emphasis on curriculum goals and objectives for preschool children ages 2-5, with accommodations for children 0-3 years and 5-8 years of age.   Students will explore methods of planning and setting curriculum goals and objectives as well as evaluating curriculum goals through observation. The course will emphasize the important relationship between child development and curriculum planning and the value of play as it relates to children’s learning.

Transferability & Degree Applicability:  This course is CSU and/or UC transferable; it meets the CSU GE [general education] requirement, and meets the core requirement for the Associate Degree and Certificate in Early Childhood Education.  Student questions should be referred to the Skyline College Articulation Officer. 

Textbook: Dodge, Colker, & Heroman, The Creative Curriculum .Redleaf Press (4th ed./2002) Students may contact instructor about this text in Spanish and a similar text in either Infant-Toddler or School-Age text.

Student Learning Outcomes/ Course Objectives:

1. identify the major areas of early childhood curriculum

2. demonstrate effective preparation of curriculum for young children

3. recognize developmentally appropriate curriculum practices

4. evaluate activities in all major areas of early childhood curriculum

5. practice the skills of teamwork in the development and evaluation of curriculum

6. defend the value of play in an early childhood educational curriculum

Course Requirements:

Students are expected to demonstrate the accomplishment of course objectives by successfully completing all course assignments. Assignments are to be submitted by the due dates. Late assignments will be accepted upon consultation with the instructor and will result in a deduction of five points.  

Course Assignments: (Due dates are listed on the course outline)

1. Teamwork Experiences: 75 points 

2. Group Presentation: 75 points

3. Resource Notebook: 50 points

Extra credit: Extra credit is available; assignments are given 5 points each for a total of 20 points, and will be announced by the end of the third week.   

Grading Method & Standards: Letter grades will be given and will be computed cumulatively throughout the term. Grading standards are:A=90% & above; B=80-89%; C=70-79%; D=60-69%; F<60%.   Students wishing to take the course Credit/No credit must inform the instructor and complete necessary paperwork with the Admissions office in a timely manner.

Attendance & Withdrawal: The Skyline College Catalog, states in part, Regular attendance in class and laboratory sessions is an obligation assumed by each student at the time of his/her registration.  When a student fails to attend class, he/she misses the content of the session, and course continuity is lessened.   Any student missing two or more classes must consult with the instructor to discuss the impact on his/her grade.
Any student who finds him/herself falling behind in completing course assignments should consult with the instructor to discuss options.  In some cases it may be in the best interest of the student to drop the class; however, other options may be available.

Support Services: Services are available at the Library, Reading & Writing Center, Financial Aid, Admissions, Counseling, DSPS, and Health Center.  In coordination with the DSPS office, reasonable accommodations will be provided for eligible students with disabilities.  If you do not yet have an accommodation letter, please contact the DSPS office at [650] 738-4280. 

Student Conduct: Upon arrival, please sign in and turn off all pagers and/or cellphones while in class.  If you must arrive late or leave early, please inform your instructor to the extent possible.  Academic integrity is expected; plagiarism and/or cheating will not be tolerates and the consequences for academic dishonesty will be course failure. 

Course Buddy:

Select someone you can call to get class notes if you miss a class.  Always pick up a set of handouts for your buddy if they are absent.

Your course buddy:_____________________________________________________

Contact info___________________________________________________________

ECE 211: Curriculum Course Agenda
The schedule and procedures in the course are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.

Date
Topic/Class Activity




Reading Due


8/20: 
Introduction and Course Objectives







What is Curriculum?
8/25:
Developmental Needs of Children

8/27
The Role of the Teacher in Planning Curriculum


Presentation Groups Assigned; FIN survey


9/1
Setting the Stage
[last day to Add]



Chapter 1




9/3
The Value of Play




Chapter 2

Developmentally Appropriate Practice
9/8
Goals and Objectives of Curriculum


Chapter 3


Teamwork: Setting curriculum goals and objectives


Receive Play Assignment

9/10
Visit CDC in Half-Groups

Teamwork: Power of Play worksheet



9/15
What You Bring to the Mix: Language & Culture

9/17
Environments: the Child’s Third Teacher [last day to drop]
Chapter 4

Teamwork: Design your own ECE environment 

9/22
 Issues of Diversity




Chapter 5



Presentation Groups meet


9/24
Group Presentation: Blocks/ Pre-Math

 Chapter 6


9/29 
Curriculum Models: High Scope Curriculum


Planning a Daily Schedule: 
Teamwork: “A Day in the Life”

10/1
Group Presentation: Toys & Games/ Table Toys   Chapter 8

10/6
Group Presentation: Dramatic Play

Chapter 7
10/8
Magic Capes, Amazing Powers/Superhero Play 

10/13
Emergent/ Integrated Curriculum


 


Curriculum Models: The Project Approach: Young Investigators
Midterm Review: the course so far



 

10/15
Group Presentation: Art/Creativity             
Chapter 9

10/20
 Teamwork: Art Talk/ Art Development 

The Reggio Emilia Approach

BRING IN A PIECE OF CHILDREN’S ART

10/22     Group Presentation: Library/Literacy

Chapter 10



Teamwork: Story Stretchers 

BRING A CHILDREN’S PICTURE BOOK
10/27   
Helping Children with Literacy Development

“The Dialogic Reading Approach”

10/29
Curriculum Models: Anti-Bias Curriculum

11/3
Resource Notebook Check #1


Bring Notebooks in Progress

11/5
Group Presentation: Discovery/Sand & Water, Science & Nature Chapters 11 & 12
11/10
 Group Presentation: Music/Creative Movement     Chapter 13




11/12
College Holiday- Flex Day

11/17
 Curriculum Models: Montessori Curriculum [last day to withdraw]
11/19
Group Presentation: Outdoors/Large Motor            Chapter 16
11/24
Curriculum in Action


BRING A GAME OR TOY FOR 1 AGE GROUP
12/1
Resource Notebook Check #2

Bring Notebooks in for Review
12/3
Curriculum Group Presentation: Media and Technology           Chapter 14 

12/8
Curriculum Group Presentation: Cooking/Health & Nutrition   Chapter 15

12/10
Resource Notebooks Due and Peer-Reviewed


Conclusions; Course Evaluations

Finals Week: Appointments for Notebook and final grade assessment; Pickup deadline 10:40 Th. 12./17


[image: image1.emf]ECE 211 CURRICULUM           Browne/Skyline       GROUP PRESENTATION       Each student will be required to participate in a group presentation focusing on one  curriculum area. The presentation will include:     1.   The definition of the curriculum area, (what is art? what is  dramatic play? )     2.   Why this curriculum area is important in an ECE setting.   3.   The teacher’s role in facilitating play and learning.   4.   What families  need to understand about this curriculum area.   5.   New and creative developmentally appropriate activity ideas.       GOAL S FOR THIS ASSIGNMENT     1.   E xamine in depth a curriculum area in ECE.   2.   Collaborate  with other individuals in the field.   3.   Expand awareness of community resources and contacts.       PROCEDURE     1.   Students will form groups based on the curriculum area that they are assig ned.  Students will be assigned their curriculum area through a drawing on the   second class meeting.   2.   Meet with other members in your group. Some class time will be given for  initial meetings, but then you must arrange your own times. It  is   important for  gr oup members to exchange  emails and  phone numbers for this purpose.   3.   Present information that you have gathered to the class. Check for your  presentation date on the course outline.   4.   The presentation is oral and can include the use of audiovisual equipment,  o verheads, power point presentations, etc.    5.   Written information required includes an outline of each presentation, a  bibliography listing all resources used and pertinent handouts related to the  curriculum area useful for other students.   6.   Each individual wil l receive a grade.   7.   Each presentation needs to be at least one hour and no more than  1 - 1/4 hours .     EVALUATION   Points will be given based on  quality of Presentation, Materials, and Class Involvement.    A rubric sheet will be given to all students prior to p resentation date.      Please see me or  email/  call if you have any questions regarding the presentation.  

ECE211 CURRICULUM




Browne/Skyline
Resource Notebook

Each student is required to complete a Resource Notebook that includes all the curriculum areas described in the text and presented as curriculum groups in class.  In each Curriculum Area, there will be:

1. Introduction: the definition of the area [what is block play? What is outdoor curriculum?], why it is important in an ECE setting, the teacher’s role in facilitating play and learning there, and how to communicate with families about each area.

2. Activities: New and creative developmentally appropriate activity ideas.*

3. Expansions: How to expand the area to the other age groups [Infant-Toddler, Preschool, School-Age]**

4. Special Issues: Notations concerning issues of diversity [race/ethnicity, culture, gender, ability]***

Goals for this assignment

      1.   Give students the opportunity to describe in depth all curriculum areas in ECE.

2. Provide a resource for students to use in their work with children in group care.

3. Offer students a way to expand awareness of young children throughout the age range and in areas of diversity.

Procedure

1. Students will work on their notebooks throughout the semester.

2. Use a similar format in their curriculum group presentation.

3. Organize the notebook according to the curriculum areas in the text.

4. Collect the handouts & information from other groups to add to their own notebooks.

5. Make a 1-page introduction of each area [see above for content]
*Create a format that will have at least 5 activity ideas [1 page each], to include:

a. Name of activity

b. Goals for children [age group & learning]

c. Materials

d. Procedure [how set up, explained to children]

e. Evaluation [how will you know it’s successful or not?]

** Include a page for each Curriculum section describing how to expand [or simplify] the area so that it would work for other age groups; for instance, how Art might be changed for a toddler or school-age group.

***Include a page for each Curriculum section describing how to address issues of diversity in that area; for instance, how Language/Literacy be diversified to address English language learners or children with special needs.

There will be an opportunity to bring your “Notebooks-in-Progress” to check during the semester.  Please call me if you have any questions as you build your notebooks.  They are due the last week, and will be available to pick up during scheduled final exam.   
ECE 211: Student Information Sheet
Name__________________________________
Email_______________________ @ smccd.edu
Address_________________________________
Phone___________________________________
ECE worksite [if applicable]_______________________
Course Buddy__________________________
Presentation Group______________________

What other ECE courses have you taken?
What is your experience with young children?

What kind of curriculum planning have you done?

Is there anything about you or your learning that you’d like me to know?

