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CLASS DESCRIPTION


This course is designed as an overview of the field of Early Childhood Education.  It involves a bi-weekly class that will focus on 5 basic questions that are detailed in the Course Syllabus.  Included are basic principles and practices in the teaching-learning context of group care for children 0-8 years of age: the history, program, theories, teacher role, observation/assessment, guidance, work with families, environment, curriculum, and current issues. 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
1. Interpret best and promising teaching and care practices as defined within the field of early care and education’s history, range of delivery systems, program types and philosophies and ethical standards.

2. Identify the underlying theoretical perspective in forming a professional philosophy.

3. Assess early childhood settings, curriculum, and teaching strategies utilizing indicators of quality early childhood practice that support all children including those with diverse characteristics and their families.

4. Examine the value of play as a vehicle for developing skills, knowledge, dispositions, and strengthening relationships among young children.

5. Examine a variety of guidance and interaction strategies to increase children’s social competence and promote a caring classroom community.

6. Analyze the relationship between observation, planning, implementation and assessment in developing effective teaching strategies and positive learning and development. 

You are responsible for your learning! Let your professor know if you will be absent; in addition, make plans to have a course buddy to take notes & pick up handouts.

Your  Course Buddy:______________________________________________________
Contact Info:____________________________________________________________

Note: Call them for notes if you are absent; pick up handouts if they are absent.  
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Class attendance and participation is critical! 

Regular, prompt attendance in class is very important for your success in this course.  

If you get more than one absence, you must discuss the impact on your grade with the instructor; make-up is made available only by arrangement and with a 2-week deadline.
2. Reading text, articles, and handouts

Text:  Gordon, AM, and Browne, KW [2008/7e] Beginnings and Beyond: Foundations in Early Childhood Education. Albany, NY: Delmar Publishers. 
    3.   Writing Topic Papers 
4  Topic Papers [50% of grade; 25 points each=100 points total].  Each Topic Paper corresponds to one of the five major sections of the course, so you choose which 4 of the 5 to write. All are 5-page essays based on research you do; includes a bibliography of at least 3 resources; 1 may be the text and may use Internet. 
Write ethically. Written assignments must be typed with standard margins and demonstrate college level writing skills.  Plagiarism or the use of other people’s work in place of your own is cheating and can be grounds for dismissal from the class and/or further disciplinary action by the college. This includes copying material directly from sources like books and journal articles or copying other people’s homework.  If you want to use someone else’s works use a standard citation method such as the American Psychological Association [APA] guideline.  You can learn about these methods by visiting the Skyline College library Website at www.skylinecollege.net.library/
Late papers will not be accepted; if you are to be absent on the due date, email the paper by 8 pm on the due date.  
     4. In-class Quizzes
2 Quizzes [25% of grade; 25 points each=50 points total]; 
     5.  Participating in TeamWork
[25% of grade=50 points total]  
In-class activities done in groups, giving hands-on experience in team teaching; 
1-page summary sheets/“reaction papers” written in class on class topics

Note: Extra credit will be offered throughout the course for up to 25 points 
GROUND RULES

· Be prompt.  We will start and end to on time, to respect each other’s busy schedules.  If you must miss a class, be late, or leave early, please inform the instructor.

· Maintain confidentiality.  We will be talking about out work, our interactions with children, families, and other teachers.  If we are to be able to talk honestly, it is important to keep the discussion here and not talk about them out of class.

· Have fun! The class will be a lively and involving as you make it.  Young children and out work with them is interesting, intense, and infinite!
>In coordination with the DSPS Office, reasonable accommodations will be provided for eligible students with disabilities.  If you do not yet have an accommodation letter, please contact the DSPS office at 650.738.4280.
>Attendance & Withdrawal Policies: Every student is expected to attend all class sessions, turn in activities and assignments on time and participate both in written exercises and classroom discussions.  Students may withdraw from the course according to the dates in the catalogue; it is the student’s responsibility to withdraw in a timely manner and to inform the instructor.  
Student Evaluation Procedures
Topic Papers

You will be given a set of topics for each of the five major areas of early childhood education.  You will be expected to write four papers during the term.  The due date for each Topic paper is listed in the course outline.  

Topic papers count for 50% of the course grade; each one will be graded on a 20-point system on the following rubric:

25 pts.
Outstanding.  Excellent organization, clearly written, articulate.  All questions answered completely and fully; all issues explained beyond the scope of the exact questions. Complete bibliography

22.5 pts.Good work.  All questions answered completely. May have added a few items.  May have some mistakes in clarity or organization. Complete bibliography.

20 pts.
Satisfactory.  Questions answered only briefly or barely complete.  Some disorganization or lack of clarity.  Acceptable but not good. Biblio included.

17.5 pts.Poorly written, hard to follow, disorganized, not all questions answered. May have veered off topic, or left out parts of the topic paper questions. Biblio may be missing or incomplete. 

<15 pts. Unacceptable.  So off topic, illegible, or unable to make sense of the content. Missing/incomplete bibliography. 

In-class Quizzes

You will have 2 Quizzes, given at midterm and towards the end of the term. They will include both short-answer and multiple choice, and will be based on the chapter content. The take-home part will be done individually, and one part may be done collaboratively in class.   Both quizzes together count for 25% of the grade. 
25 points each; short-answer & multiple choice will each count for half of the total points
TeamWork 

You will be divided into groups, usually randomly, for small group activities during class time. Goals: to interact regularly [modeling common ece practice of team teaching], to focus on the application of principles in a personal manner [making ideas relevant & real].  TeamWork experiences count for 25% of the course grade; each one will be graded on the summary sheet using a 2-point system:

2 pts.[+]All members of group were involved in discussion; summary is clear & articulate

1 pts.[X]Some members of group were uninvolved or did not contribute
0 points [-] Summary is poor or the whole group was uninvolved
Extra Credit

During the term, there will be opportunities for you to earn extra credit points, at 5 points per experience.   

Examples: 1-paragraph summary of Historical Figure; of a Dvpt Theory; of a Guidance situation; attend/summarize an ECE conference or a related community lecture; taking a Learning Center workshop.
210 CLASS SCHEDULE *Dates & contents of syllabus are subject to change* 
1/19
Introductions, Course Objectives
What do you know already?

What Is the Field?


1/21
Who are we?
What is ECE?
Get books; TW: 5 Points
 
1/26
ECE: Career Options in ECE 
Guest: Cece Rebele, ECE Program Adviser

  
Code of Ethical Conduct
 
Bring Code from www.naeyc.org
1/28
History of ECE 


Read chapter 1 & Appendix A; Historical Figure

[2/1: last day to add/drop]

2/2
Themes of ECE


TW: Make a Theme House


2/4
Researching for Topic Papers
FieldTrip: Skyline Library & Eric Brenner/Librarian
2/9
Program Philosophy

Read Chapter 2 
2/11
Program Models


TW: Make-a-program

2/16
Discussion of Topics & Papers
TOPIC PAPER I. DUE 

[2/16: last day to drop without record]
Who Are the Children?

2/18
Defining the Young Child

Read Chapter 3; TW: Word Pictures

2/23
Issues of Diversity 

Read Appendix C; TW: My Cultural Responsibility

2/25
Theories



Read Chapter 4; Theorist

3/2
Applying Dev. & Learning theory

3/4 
Discussion of Topics & Papers
TOPIC PAPER II. DUE 

[3/5: last day to apply for Degree/Certificate]


Who Are the Teachers?

3/9
The Role of the Teacher

Read Chapter 5





TW:  “Ideals” & Mock Interview of a teacher

3/11
Flex Day: No Class 
3/16
Observation and Assessment
Read Chapter 6; TW: Practice Observing    

3/18




CA Desired Results Developmental Profile

3/23
Understanding & Guiding Behavior
Read Chapter 7; TW: Guidance Triangle

3/25
Appropriate Techniques

TW: Guidance Continuum

3/30 
Review of First Half of Course
TOPIC PAPER III. DUE 

Receive Take-home part of Midterm

4/1
MIDTERM QUIZ [In-Class]
Take-Home due

 [4/3-9 No class: Spring Break]

4/13 
The Parent-Teacher Partnership
Read Chapter 8; TW: Parent/Teacher Pairs


4/15
Parent-Teacher Conferences
TW: Conflict Resolution



What Is the Setting?

4/20
Creating Environments

Read Chapter 9





TW: Map your ECE space  
4/22
Goals & Schedules

FieldTrip: Skyline CDC  & Judy Heldberg/Director
4/27
Time & Timing


TOPIC PAPER IV. DUE 

4/29
Defining Quality & Accreditation
Review Chapter 2; TW: Develop Quality list
[4/29: last day to withdraw]

TW: Make a schedule

What Do You Teach?

5/4
What is curriculum?

Read Chapter 10


DAP Curriculum


TW: Planning for Play 



5/6
Curriculum Basics

TOPIC PAPER V. DUE

5/11 
Making Curriculum

Read Chapters 11-14


 



TW: Make a Web



How Do We Teach for Tomorrow?

5/18
Issues & Trends in ECE

Read Chapter 15


Review for Final Quiz

TW: Key Issues


Receive Take-Home Quiz handed out 


5/20
FINAL QUIZ [In-Class]

Take-Home due

Conclusion


TW: Course Evaluation

5/25
8:10-10:40
Appointments as needed; All paperwork to be picked up

ECE 210 Student Information Sheet
Name____________________________

Email__________________@smccd.edu
Address________________________________
Phone__________________________________
ECE worksite[if applicable]______________________
Course Buddy___________________________
What other ECE courses have you taken?
What is your experience with young children?

What are your hopes/goals for this course?

Is there anything about you or your learning that you’d like me to know?

