Supervised Field Experience
ECE 366  JA [38521]
Also known as: Student Teaching Practicum
Wednesdays 4:00-6:50 [1/20, 2/3, 2/24, 3/17, 4/14, 5/5]
Kate Williams Browne

Class: 8-213






Office: Bldg. 8, 8-8303

3 units







Hours: MW 2-5 ; TTh 1-4:30
e: brownek@smccd.edu  




ph: 650.738.7092
COURSE DESCRIPTION

The purpose of the course is to develop [or extend] competence in teaching in early care and education programs.  Students will gain knowledge of the major components in early childhood teaching and practice the skills for that teaching in an approved setting under quality supervision. 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES/COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. Integrate understandings of children’s development and needs to develop and maintain healthy, safe, respectful, supportive and challenging learning environments for all children.

2. Evaluate the effectiveness of an early childhood curriculum, classroom, teaching strategies and how teachers involve families in their children’s development and learning to improve teaching practices for all children.

3. Design, implement and evaluate curriculum activities that are based on observation and assessment of young children.

4. Apply a variety of effective approaches, strategies and techniques supporting positive

relationships with children and adults.
5.Critically assess one’s own teaching experiences to guide and inform practice.
STUDENT ASSESSMENT
1. Student evaluation  by master/mentor teacher which demonstrates the student's ability to apply knowledge of child development and the appropriate practices for working directly with young children.
2. Self-evaluation using the same tool used by mentor/master teacher which demonstrates the student's ability to apply essential teaching skills and to utilize self-evaluation techniques to enhance teaching. 
3. Instructor observations during teaching assignment to assess the student's ability to apply principles of classroom management, including direct and indirect guidance techniques, and demonstrate effective instructional planning.
4. Final project & demonstration which highlights the skills developed in the student teacher’s chosen topic.  

5. Reflective journal based on the myriad of experiences in the student teaching experience.

6. Successful completion of 96 hours of classroom teaching. 


Grading Method: A letter grade [A,B,C,D,F] will be used, unless the student completes and files [with Admissions Office and within the required time period] a petition for Credit/No Credit.  Grades will be lowered by absences.  The assignments are designed to build on each other and must be completed on time.  
Superviser Evaluation [mid-term & final] 
  

30 points
Self-Evaluation
[midterm & summary]


30 points
Instructor Observations




30 points

Project
     

 [with class demonstration]

40 points
Online Journal/Discussion Forum  [prompts & responses]
50 points
In-class work 

 [activities/participation]


20 points
Completion of Teaching  [96 hours/semester] 


100 points
Student conduct: Be sure to sign in, turn off pages and/or telephones while in class.  If you must arrive late or leave early, inform the instructor ahead of time when possible.  Academic integrity is expected; plagiarism and/or cheating may result in course failure.  

Attendance & Withdrawal Policies: The course is structured to include many reflective exercises requiring thinking and writing on a personal level and a classroom presentation. Every student is expected to attend all class sessions, turn in activities and assignments on time and participate both in written exercises and classroom discussions.  Students may withdraw from the course according to the dates in the catalogue; it is the student’s responsibility to withdraw in a timely manner and to inform the instructor.  

Support services: Services such as the Library, Reading & Writing Center, Financial aid, Counseling, DSPS, Health Center are available; see catalogue for details.  In coordination with the DSPS office, reasonable accommodation will be provided for eligible students with disabilities.  If you do not yet have an accommodation letter, please contact the DSPS office at [650] 738-4280. 

Your Course Buddy:
Contact Info:
Welcome to Student Teaching
Purpose/Goals of the Course: 

-To develop or extend competence in teaching in early care and education programs.
 Course Objectives
- To gain knowledge of the major components in early childhood teaching
*Students will participate in an 18-hour practicum seminar held on campus.

*Students will complete reading/writing assignments on time and be prepared to discuss and write about them in class.

-To practice the skills for early childhood teaching
*Students will complete 96 contact hours of fieldwork with young children (0-8 years) in an approved site.

*Students will engage in a mid-term and final evaluation process that includes a self-assessment, a supervisor evaluation, and two site visits by the faculty instructor. 
Course Outline


ECE366: Practicum
Class Agenda



Assignment Due
Class #1 [1/20]: “What do you want to learn?”      




Introduction/ Course Overview

Get books
Site Placements/Student Teaching

     In-class activities: Introduce Yourself; Pre-practicum Self-Survey, Setting Sample Goals

Class # 2 [2/3]: “Who is the teacher?”

Site placement discussion


Supervisor Contract
DAP teaching



Goals Sheet 

     In-class activities: Teacher Roles; Guides & Learners; Prompts so far; Schedule Visits #1
 
Class #3  [2/24]: “How shall we know children?”
Program Visits Discussion


Mid-term Evaluations: Supervisor & Self

Child Observation & Assessment

Bring copies of your program’s forms

     In-class activities: Guest: Karen Wiggins-Dowler & Lori Pfilster; Sign-ups for Projects


Class #4  [3/17]: “What are Stresses and Successes of Teaching?”
Developing Relationships w/children
 “Challenging Situation”
Understanding & Guiding Behavior



Challenges of Curriculum




     In-class activities: Guidance Triangle & Continuum; Planning DAP activities
Class #5  [4/14]: “How do we cope with the grown-ups?”   
Challenges of Working with adults
 Questions about Projects
Conflict Resolution



 
     In-class activity: How do YOU resolve conflict?; What remains to attempt; Schedule Visits #2
Class #6   [5/5]: “What have I learned?”  



Projects Demonstration


Projects 
Advancing Careers 
ECE certificate, CD Permit; AS/BA/MA; Mentor Program
Discussion of practicum


Final Evaluation from Supervisor 
 





Summary of Goals 

· Fieldwork documentation due [deadline: Fri 5/28 Noon]

Fieldwork Guidelines

Practicum students must find placement and begin fieldwork by the third week of the semester.  Students are required to work a minimum of 6 hours per week for a minimum of 2 hours at a time, for a total of 96 contact hours per semester with children.   All students must confirm and/or set up field placement by the second class, returning a confirmation note to the College Instructor.   

Fieldwork must be at an approved site.  Approved sites are:


*Mentor programs
       *Head Start[selected] 


*NAEYC-accredited
      *CDE/state-funded centers

*PFA-sites
                      *NFCC-accredited family childcare

              *NAA-Accredited and School-age childcare(K+)

Students must work under the supervision of a teacher holding a Master Teacher Level [or higher] CA Child Development Permit. 
Students may work at their places of employment if they are approved sites.  

Students seeking placement may select from any approved site but are encouraged to complete their fieldwork at Mentor sites. 

Over the course of the semester, the College Supervisor will conduct site visits to observe and discuss goals and objectives with students and their site supervisors/lead teachers and to monitor fieldwork progress.

Students must complete a Fieldwork Attendance Sheet to document the completion of fieldwork hours. Attendance Sheet must be signed by the appropriate Site Supervisor/Lead Teacher.  
Practicum Project


The purpose of this assignment is for you to explore in depth an area of interest for you and to develop a finished project that will be useful to you in your work as a teacher. Students taking the course for ECSE certificate must do a project that demonstrates their mastery of content concerning educating children with special needs.  

 
The format that your project takes is up to you.  You may include handouts, lists, and other resources in your bibliography from this class and other sources.  Choose what is meaningful for you; at the same time, be sure that it is of sufficient scope and depth to reflect effort and learning on your part.  
The due date for the project idea and its demonstration is the last class session; 5 points will be deducted for a late project.  Be ready to demonstrate your project at the last class.  Choose one (or plan with me ahead of time an alternative) of the following:
1. Develop a curriculum project. Research fully the “Project Approach.”  Design and implement a Project in your program.  Show the stages of the project and develop a Documentation Panel that demonstrates these stages. [I have books for you to borrow]. 

2. Develop a child portfolio.  Include all areas of development, and use California State’s “Desired Results” [or submit a written rationale of the categories you use]. Make a complete portfolio on one child in your program (you must get permission; I have required forms). Include at least 2 samples of the child’s work in each developmental area.  Include your written descriptions and interpretations as well as the documentation. [We will look at samples in Class #3]

3. Evaluate your environment and program.  Using the appropriate level of the “Environmental Rating Scale”, rate your program on all items and then make a Documentation Board demonstrating the results.[You may purchase Workbooks at Bookstore] 

4. Create a professional development portfolio.  Include a values/philosophy statement as well as other categories in outline provided.  Show your progress so far in the field and where else you might grow.  Consider the Child Development Permit matrix, SaMCARES , Mentor teacher program, and other professional growth opportunities.  Be sure to mention how professional growth can be supported by your program. 

[I have samples and a format for this]

Forum: Online Discussion Board

     Good teaching requires reflective thinking. In this student practicum, you will do this by participating in an online discussion board weekly for the entire semester.  

Each week, you will respond to my prompt and respond to two of your classmates’ postings. You may include, in addition, any issues that came up during your teaching.  It can be your reactions to what happens in your program, children’s behavior, curriculum matters, parent or teacher interactions… anything that you think is important and that affects you as a growing teacher.   
Talk to your supervising teacher about these discussions!
To get started, you need to go to smccd.mrooms.net. You will be using your “my.smccd.edu” email account; if you have not yet created one, do so this week.

If you do not have access to email at home there are computers in the Learning Center and Library that all have the net connection.  Log into the course, complete the WebAccess tutorial, and you will be ready to participate in the Forum and start the first assignment. 
You will be receiving weekly prompts, and will need to respond to it and your classmates’ ideas by specific deadlines.  You are expected to read the prompt Sunday evening by 10 pm and give a thoughtful [1-2 paragraph] response by Wednesday @ 10:00 pm. Go back into the Forum, read all postings and respond to another’s post by Sunday evening @ 10 pm.

I will be reading every entry, and checking for timeliness and focus.  I will respond if I read misinformation or serious concerns, but will not be replying to every posting. If you have an urgent or specific question for me that needs a reply, contact me through my Skyline email address [brownek@smccd.edu]. The online entries will surely be sources of our in-class discussions!  

Remember, good teachers think hard so young children learn to think well. 
Recommended Resources for Student Teaching
You will be participating in a textbook loan program which will provide you with the first resource below (marked with stars).  It is recommended that you extend your reading during this course by accessing as many of the others as possible, and some of them may be of particular help when creating your project.  

*To Teach Well: An Early Childhood Practicum Guide, Browne & Gordon, Pearson Higher Ed 

Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs, Bredekamp & Copple, NAEYC Publications

Desired Results Materials, California Department of Education, Child Development Division

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/ci/desiredresults.asp
California State Infant/Toddler Learning & Development Program Guidelines, Available at: http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/pn/fd/documents/itguidelines.pdf
California State Preschool Learning Foundations, Available at: http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/documents/preschoollf.pdf
Harms, Clifford & Cryer, Early Childhood Rating Scale-Revised Edition Teachers College Press. Available for purchase at Bookstore.  
(Students may use other editions that include Infant-Toddler, School-Age, and Family Child Care.)

Helm, J. H., Katz, L, G. (2001) Young investigators: The Project Approach in the Early Years.  Williston Vermont: Teachers College Press.

ECE 366: Student Information Sheet
Name____________________________

Email______________ @my.smccd.edu
ECE worksite____________________________
Address/Phone___________________________

Supervisor ______________________________
Your work schedule_______________________

What is your experience with young children?

If you are currently working with young children, will you be using it as your fieldwork site?  How does it qualify?

Do you need a placement?  What are your preferences [age, program type, etc.)? 

What other ECE courses have you taken?

Is there anything about you or your learning that you’d like me to know?
ECE 366: PRACTICUM IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION/ SKYLINE COLLEGE

PRACTICUM FIELDWORK ATTENDANCE SHEET
	Date
	Time In
	Time Out
	Total Hours
	Site Supervisor/Lead Teacher Signature
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