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Course Syllabus
Course Description:  This course focuses on the appropriate use of assessment and observation strategies to document development, growth, play and learning to join with families and professionals in promoting children’s success. Recording strategies, rating systems, portfolios, and multiple assessment tools are explored.  It is a required course for the ECE Certificate and AS Degree program, and is also useful for Psychology and other Social Science majors who will be observing human behavior.  
Text:  Bentzen, W.R. (2005) Seeing Young Children: A Guide to Observing and Recording Behavior [5th edition]. Clifton Park, NY: Thomson Delmar Learning. 
Materials: 


Wiggins-Dowler, “Portfolio: the “Unfolding” of the Child” 


Gordon & Browne, Beginnings and Beyond, 6e [excerpts], Albany, NY:Delmar

Harms, Clifford, and Cryer. Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scales                         

NY: Teachers College.  

Course Format and Activities: Classes are organized to maximize student involvement in the learning process and individual skills development.  Classes will include an overview of the assigned readings and writings with the objective of clarifying and highlighting areas of special significance.  Depending on the topic, each class will include group exercises, lecture, demonstrations, speakers or videos.

Pre-requisites: There are no pre-requisites for this course; however, it is recommended that students have passed the eligibility requirement for English 100 and Math 100
Transferability: CSU transferable
Student Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of this course students will be able to:
1. Critically compare the purpose, value and use of formal and informal observation and assessment strategies and ethical implications within cultural and social contexts in early childhood settings.

2. Describe and evaluate the characteristics, strengths and limitations of common assessment tools with all children’s developmental, cultural and linguistic characteristics.

3. Demonstrate systematic observation methods to provide data to assess the impact of the environment, interactions and curriculum on all domains of children’s learning and development.

4. Assess the value of partnerships with families and other professionals in utilizing interpretations of observational data to inform teaching responses and strategies.

5. Embed activities related to assessment within play-based environments, curriculum and care routines for typically and atypically developing children.

Grading Criteria: The course grade will be based on the following distribution, which is only an approximation.  Course is a letter-grade class; grading standards are;

 A=90% and above; B=80-89%; C=70-79%; D=60-69%; F<60%. 
Students wishing to take the course Credit/No credit must inform instructor and file necessary paperwork with Admissions in a timely manner. 

Child Portfolio Project

40 points


Teacher Observation Project

10 points


Environmental Rating Project

30 points


In-class Activities/Assignments
20 points
Extra credit for this course is available by attending/summarizing early care and education-related workshops, lectures, or broadcasts.  Final due date: May 20, 2010.
Written Assignments: Written assignments must be typed with standard margins and demonstrate college level writing skills.  Plagiarism or the use of other people’s work in place of your own is unethical and can be grounds for dismissal from the class and/or further disciplinary action by the college. This includes copying material directly from sources like books and journal articles or copying other people’s homework.  If you want to use someone else’s works use a standard citation method such as the American Psychological Association [APA] guideline.  You can learn about these methods by visiting the Skyline College library Website at www.skylinecollege.net.library/
Projects: 

Child Portfolio Project: This project is designed to give you the opportunity to use the observations techniques we discuss in class and you read in your text with a child of your choosing.  In addition to specific observational documentation, you will need to have written permission from both the program and the family and must include work samples, photos, quotes and other materials in this portfolio.

Teacher Observation Project: This project is designed to give you the opportunity to observe an early childhood teacher while ‘on the job,’ using either the Accreditation tool from the National Association of the Education of Young Children [NAEYC] or CLASS tool from the Foundation for Child Development.  In addition to practicing with the tool, you may receive feedback on your own work with children from a classmate using the same tool. 


Environmental Rating Project: This project is designed to give you the opportunity to learn about and practice using the appropriate age-designed Environmental Rating Scale at an early childhood program.  These rating scales are available at the Infant-Toddler, Family Child Care, Preschool/Kindergarten, or School-Age level.  Besides rating the environment yourself, you may compare your observations to those of a classmate observing the same environment. 

Un-graded Homework Assignments: During the course there will be a number of activities and assignments that will be un-graded, but you will receive credit for turning them in on the day they are due.  These assignments will be the basis of lecture and class discussions and will not be accepted after the due date.
Attendance and participation: In order to maximize the learning experience for the entire class, it is important that you attend and actively participate in every class.  Some lecture material is not covered by the readings and there is no way to make up for the exercises and interaction that you will miss.  Participation will include asking and answering questions and contributing from you own experience.  Please be respectful of fellow classmates by arriving to class on time, turning off your cell phone, and doing the assigned reading and homework so that you will be prepared for class discussion.

If you have two absences, this will require a meeting with the instructor to discuss the impact on your grade. When you miss a class, I urge you to make an arrangement with a classmate to spend some time together before the next class to find out what was covered while you were away.

Course Buddy:  ___________________________________________________

Contact information:  ____________________________________________________

Support Services: Available support services include the Library, Reading & Writing Center, Financial Aid, Admissions, Counseling, DSPS, and the Health Center.  In coordination with the DSPS office, reasonable accommodation will be provided for eligible students with disabilities.  If you do not yet have an accommodation letter, please contact the DSPS office at [650] 738-4280. 

Confidentiality:  We will be talking about our work, our interaction with children, their families, and other teachers in our programs and communities.  Please remember to talk openly, honestly, and in a professional manner.  It is important to respect the confidentiality of the individuals that you are mentioning by not using their names.  Additionally, all discussions must be kept in our classroom and not talked about outside of class related discussions.
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*Dates and contents of syllabus are subject to change
Date

Topic

Reading Assignment Due

Homework Assignment Due

19 Jan

Introduction
Student Information Sheet

21 Jan

Observation
Get books, Chapter 1

Select Child for Portfolio Project; 

28 Jan

Intro to CD

Chapter 2

Permission Slip due 1/28

[2/1: last day to add]

2 Feb

Guidelines

Chapter 3





4 Feb

Elements 

Chapters  4 & 5



 

9, 11 Feb
Narratives

Chapter 6 

Do a Narrative Observation;









     Transparancy [Transp] due 2/11

11 Feb

Time Sampling

Chapter 7

Do Behavior Sampling;
16 Feb

Event Sampling

Chapter 8

     Transp. due 2/16 

[2/16: last day to drop w no record]

18 Feb

CA Desired Results Developmental Profile

 
23 Feb

FrequencyCount  

Chapter 11

Do Condensed Sample;
25 Feb

Checklist/Ratings

Chapter 12

     Transp. Due 2/25
2  Mar

Diary/Anecdotes  
Chapters 9 & 10


4  Mar

Field Trip to Skyline Child Development Center [child observation]
9 Mar

CHECK: Child Portfolio



Bring in Portfolio draft

             [3/11: Flex Day- No Class]

16 Mar

Application
Chapter 13

18 Mar

Interpretation
Chapter 14

           





23 Mar

Portfolio Poster Session
      None

PORTFOLIO PROJECT DUE

25 Mar

Debrief on Child Portfolios


Do/Find Parent Conference form
30 Mar                  Adult Observation                         

  
     Transp due 3/30
1 Apr

Field Trip to Skyline Child Development Center [teacher observation]
    

             [4/3-9: Spring Break- No class]


Select Teacher to Observe
13 Apr

Accreditation/CLASS tools


Permission Slip due 4/13

15 Apr

CHECK: Teacher Observation 


Bring in Tchr. Obs draft

20 Apr

Assessing Teachers
    Guide to Accreditation 
Do Self-Evaluation, Sections 1 & 3

22 Apr

Setting Goals

     B&B/Fig. 10.18
 Transp. due 4/22
27 Apr

Teacher Observation Project    


TEACHER OBS 
PROJECT DUE 

29 Apr

Intro: Environmental Rating

           [4/29: Last day to withdraw]

4  May

Environmental Rating
      ECERS-R book
Select Program to Observe 

6 May

Field Trip to Skyline Child Development Center [program observation]
11 May

CHECK:  Program Observation


Bring Environmental Rating draft 13 May

Program Accreditation
     B&B,  pp. 373-377


18 May

Environmental Ratings
     None


PROGRAM OBS  PROJECT DUE 20 May

Wrap-up/Conclusion
     None


Course evaluation in class

27 May
11:10-1:40 No In-class Final; Appointments to pick up Final Project and Grade Assessment
Final grades available on WebSmart on June 9. 
Student Information Sheet
ECE 333: Observational Skills


Skyline College/Browne 
Name:  ____________________________________  Phone:  ______________________

Address:  ______________________________City/Zipcode______________________

Email:  _____________________________@ my.smccd.edu     

Number of years working in early care and education: __________________________

Name & Type of program, with the age group of children where you work.

Do you have access to a child [0-8] to observe?  ___Yes   ___No

If yes, give name & age.

Do you have access to an ECE teacher to observe working with children? ___Yes ___No

If yes, give name & program

Do you have access to an ECE environment to evaluate? ___Yes ___No

If yes, give name & contact info of program

What information and/or skills do you hope to get by taking this course?

Is there anything special that you would like me to know about you?


