(4) THE WRITING PROCESS:
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WRITING AS A PROCESS NOT A PRODUCT:

The iceberg diagram above gives a visual image of the writing process.  Unfortunately, many “wreck” themselves by just focusing on the final product rather than process.  This can give you writer's block and non-process writing is not going to be your strongest or best effort.

Pre-verbal, subconscious stage: The writing process doesn't start when you begin typing up your paper.  The writing process begins as you start examining your feelings, thoughts, and ideas on a topic.  

Invention: You move on next to invention as you start focusing your topic in your mind, gathering information as you discuss the topic with others, doing research, and brainstorming your thoughts using words and phrases.  

Composing/Drafting:  Then, you move onto composing/drafting.  At this stage, you start getting ideas down on paper, extending some ideas, limiting others that aren't panning out.  Many writers say that they didn't know what they thought until they saw what they thought.  You might discover what you think as you write on a topic and your focus and argument might change and evolve as you write.  

Revising: Once you have a draft of a paper, the writing process isn't over.  The most important step is next: revising.  Ask any professional writer and s/he will tell you that "the best writing is rewriting" (E.B White).  In revising, you get to rework the ideas into a logical, clear, and creative paper.  Revising involves global changes like moving paragraphs, deleting whole sections of text that aren’t working, and rewriting ideas to clarify them.  

Editing: This is the final step.  Unfortunately, many students have the false impression that this is the first and most important step.  Editing is correcting sentence-level errors like spelling, punctuation and grammar.  If you make the mistake and start out editing, you'll over-correct writing that may or may not make it into the final draft.  Get your paper into the shape you want it and edit as a last step before you turn it in.
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