REVISING:                 “There is no such thing as good writing, only good rewriting”  -- Louis Brandels

Revising:  For experienced writers, revising in rarely a one-step process.  When you revise a paper, the larger elements of writing generally receive attention first—the focus, organization, paragraphing, content, and overall strategy.  Improvements in sentence structure, word choice, grammar, punctuation, and mechanics come later when you edit the paper.

Make Global Revisions:  Global revisions address the larger elements of writing.  Usually they affect chunks of text longer than a sentence, and frequently they can be quite dramatic.  Whole paragraphs might be dropped, others added.  Material once stretched over two or three paragraphs might be condensed into one.  Entire sections might be rearranged.  Even the content might change dramatically, for the process of revising stimulates thought.

IMPORTANT REVISION QUESTIONS TO ASK YOURSELF . . . 
	TITLE


· Does your title give readers a good idea of what's to come? (Have you come up with one yet? Remember, "Assignment #3" is not a title!)
	INTRODUCTION


· Is your thesis statement clearly stated?  
· Is there enough lead-in in the introduction to establish the importance of and context for the statement/question? Is there too much? Too little? By the end of the introduction, is it clear to the audience what kind of material will follow? If so, are these expectations fulfilled?
	BODY PARAGRAPHS


· Is it clear where your introduction ends and body begins and where the body ends and the conclusion begins? In other words, are your paragraph indents meaningful?
· Are there transitions between all sections and paragraphs to create flow and unity?

· Does each body paragraph have a topic sentence? If you took your thesis/question and all your topic sentences, would that correspond to what you want to say in your paper? If not, do you need to revise your thesis/question or re-examine your supporting points?

· Do the topic sentences (1) make a connection back to the thesis, (2) establish a link with the previous paragraph's content, and (3) give enough information that the audience could guess where a particular paragraph's development would lead?

· Does the order of paragraphs make sense? 

· Are your paragraphs too short or too long?  Can you combine or separate any content?
· Are your examples reliable, representative, and convincing? Are there enough of them or too many?
· Are your sources convincing? Is there enough balance between your own insights and expert opinions?

· Are all sources and direct quotations explained or have you left them standing on their own?

· Has anything that goes off topic or is not essential been cut?
	CONCLUSION


· Does the conclusion say something different from your introduction? 
· Does the conclusion leave a good lasting impression?  
· Does the conclusion end the paper on a strong and interesting note?

Here’s revision advice on the rough draft on Malcolm X’s “Learning to Read.”
For each paper, you will give and receive peer feedback using this format:


                                          Peer Workshop Feedback


	For (author of paper):    Rachel B.

	From (evaluator):    Prof. Bell



I.  Read the essay for the first time and then freewrite your general impressions for 2 minutes:  
    What were the strong points?  Confusing points?  Organizational choices?  Your overall impression?


I like the points you bring up in the opening about how we waste our time with technology and don’t really like to invest our time into things that are more valuable.  You used the text well to show how Malcolm X had a really strong work ethic unlike the average American.  I like how you brought in your outside research but that part felt like it could have been more developed as I wasn’t completely sure how those sources proved your overall thesis about hard work.  I recently heard on the radio about a study that said Japanese students do better than American students not because they are smarter but because they don’t give up.  Perhaps you could use something like this for your outside research to prove Americans have a weaker work ethic.  The conclusion seemed really short.  You started to talk about some great ideas there that you could have developed further.  It left me wondering what better things we could be doing with our time and how this puts our democracy in danger.  On a formatting note, you need to use MLA format, one inch margins, and the paper is under length.


II. Read the essay for a second time and answer these questions.  Be as specific as possible:

 (1) What are your overall impressions of the introduction?  Is it clear? Attention-grabbing? 
       Does it contain a clear argument? How can it be improved?
The title of the paper “Malcolm X Learns to Read” is nearly identical to the original title: “Learning to Read.”  Add more of your own creativity into the title and draw your reader in to want to keep reading.  In the opening, I like the different ideas you present but it could flow a little more smoothly.  First, the opening sentence begins sort of mid-discussion referring to a “he” who has not been introduced.  You begin: “In “Learning to Read” he describes how he taught himself to read and the benefits he gained.”  Then there seems to be some wordiness and repetition that could be tightened up.  For instance, the two sentences after the first sentence say the same thing.  Next, you bring in some good real life examples of people not working hard: reality shows, wasting time with technology, and not dedicating time on task.  These are a lot of different examples and they don’t flow together as well as they could. Perhaps try choosing one and focus on developing that one example more thoroughly and convincingly.  Finally, your thesis is somewhat buried in a very long sentence at the end of the paragraph.  Try restating your argument more directly and clearly.  

       Explain the thesis in your own words:

The thesis is that we should have a hard work ethic like Malcolm X’s which is interesting and creative.  You also spell out the “so what?” dimension to your thesis very well explaining the harms of a poor work ethic on a larger scale.  

(2) Is the organization of ideas fluid and easy to follow?  Are there strong topic sentences focusing each of 
      the paragraphs?  Are transitions present from paragraph to paragraph?  Sentence to sentence?  


Your paragraphs are well organized and center nicely on proving one claim each.  However, in paragraph 2, you begin with a fact rather than an argument: “Malcolm X showed diligence and hard work in learning to read.”  This is hard to disagree with.  Instead of leading with a plot fact which then often leads into plot summary, lead with the argument that you want to make.  In the introduction, you argued that Malcolm X’s work ethic was rare.  This is arguable so add it to your topic sentence: “Malcolm X showed diligence and hard work in learning to read and this is rare.”  This is now arguable because many could disagree and argue that we do have a strong work ethic in the U.S.  In other words, a topic sentence should contain the opinion you want to convince your reader of.  

In paragraph 3, again you begin with a plot fact rather than an argument: “Once Malcolm X learns to read, he continues to work hard reading more and more books.”  Again, ask yourself: What do I want to convince my reader of?  In paragraph 2 you focused on proving that Malcolm X’s work ethic was rare.  In this paragraph you seem to continue to focus on the rarity of this work ethic but in the end you say: “Only through continual efforts and diligence like this do we keep ourselves free from oppression and injustice,” so it seems you want to argue that we need to learn from and apply this work ethic.  If this is what you want to argue, add this to your topic sentence.  For example: “Once Malcolm X learns to read, he continues to work hard reading more and more books which a lesson we should all learn from.”  This ties directly back to your thesis and leads this paragraph with an argument rather than just summarizing.  Next, the order of the paragraph is a little confusing.  You briefly discuss how Malcolm X read after lights out, then you mention Alex Jones, and then you go back to what Malcolm X learned from reading.  Since you begin the paragraph discussing Malcolm X, focus on him first and group all of your discussion of him together.  

(3) Is there sufficient development of the paragraphs with evidence and analysis?   Which ideas need to 
      be developed with specific examples, quotes and explanations?  

You use paraphrasing and quotes from the reading well to prove and illustrate your claims.  In paragraph 2, you use the example of Malcolm X copying the dictionary very well to prove your point of his unusual hard work ethic.  You selected some excellent quotes and chose two fascinating outside sources.  However, your outside example of Jean Twenge is very brief and it is not clear how it applies to the point you want to make about Malcolm X’s rare work ethic.  You select a good quote from Twenge but need more explanation and analysis to show how it is relevant to your thesis.  You end the paragraph with the quote but you need to add more of your own “so what?” analysis.  
In paragraph 3, develop more how Malcolm X’s night reading showed his strong work ethic and perhaps show how he sacrificed sleep to read.  Then tell what he learned by reading and “so what?”  So what does this teach us about the benefits of hard work?  Then when you introduce Alex Jones, again make it clearer how your outside research connects directly to your argument about strong work ethics.  You again provide a quote without enough of your own analysis to show how this proves your point.  Overall, add more of your own analysis which will also help you lengthen your paper as right now it is under the required minimum.

For your paragraphs, look again at the PIE paragraph approach: (P)oint, (I)nformation, (E)xplanation.  For your two body paragraphs, you pulled good (I)nformation from the book to illustrate your points.  However, the (P)oint for each body paragraph needed to be clearer with more arguable topic sentences (not plot facts).  Also, the (I)nformation from your outside research could be more convincingly developed.  Finally, you are largely missing the (E)xplanation in each body paragraph which is your own analysis telling the “so what?” of the issues you raised here.  So what is the relevance?  The outcomes?  The harms?  In your introduction you stated clear harmful outcomes of our poor work ethic, “we’re going to become increasingly uneducated, unmotivated, apathetic, and better controlled by others,” so prove how these statements are true in the body of the essay.


(4) Does the essay end on a strong note?  Does the conclusion tie up the points well?  Is there a strong 
   “so what?” that explains: So what can we learn from this?  So what is the larger significance or impact? 



It looks like you lost steam in your conclusion.  Your introduction was half a page and then your conclusion is a few sentences.  The conclusion is the last impression your reader is left with of the paper so you want to end on a strong and thought-provoking note.  You raise several good points that each could be further developed.  You claim that people say they are “too busy” to do things.  What things do you feel they should be doing and why?  Then you state in the U.S. we have to work hard to protect the things we find valuable.  Again, “things” is not descriptive.  Instead be more specific: What precisely are we in danger of losing?  Make this more concrete so your reader can share your fears and be convinced.  Finally you make the interesting assertion that we’re in danger of losing our democracy.  How is this true?  Make it clearer what the connection is to losing our democracy and having a poor work ethic.  Make the cause-effect relationship of this clearer so you can end by convincing your reader of your argument.
 



The Components of a Successful Essay
Put an “X” in the box responding to each aspect of the essay

	Criteria
	needs work
	adequate
	good
	excellent

	Assignment Fulfillment
Was the essay an analysis of/argument about the reading?  


	
	X
	
	

	Thesis/Controlling Idea
Does the thesis make an arguable assertion of opinion and have a strong “so what?”  Is the thesis a response to and an analysis of the reading?


	
	

	X
	


	Organization/Coherence/Focus
Is there a logical order of ideas with clear transitions?  Are there strong topic sentences?  Does the writer stay on topic within each paragraph?  Is the overall essay unified around one clear argument?


	
X
	
	
	


	Development/Support
Are the body paragraphs fully developed with reasons, illustrations, examples, details, evidence, explanations, analysis, and/or interpretations? Are inferences and claims supported with evidence from the text?  


	

X
	


	
	



	Sentence Craft
Is the writing fluent or choppy?  Does the writer join sentences to show relationships between ideas?  


	
	
X
	

	


	Surface Issues/Proofreading

Grammar, usage, punctuation, spelling.


	4 or more errors/page



	3 or fewer errors/page


X
	2 or fewer errors/page



	1 or fewer errors/page




	Basic Research & Documentation Skills

Does the writing integrate relevant sources and quotes to substantiate claims?  Does the writer consistently use MLA format?  


	
X
	

	

	





Using the advice on the draft, here’s a revision of the essay on Malcolm X’s “Learning to Read”:
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English 100
 

 
21 June 2011

                                                   Lazy Americans: Learning a Lesson from Malcolm X

In the excerpt “Learning to Read,” he shows that reading and writing are paths to self-confidence, empowerment and liberation.  He also shows a level of determination that has become increasingly rare.  The characteristics that he shows of not giving up even in the face of overwhelming odds and applying 
hard work and persistence have become increasingly rare in the U.S. today.  I think that people today 
often feel that things should be given to them rather than them earning it.  No need to study acting for 
years, act in play after play honing your craft, or learn different dialects and accents to play diverse and convincing characters.  Instead, you can become rich and famous overnight by starring in a reality 
show without any talent.  The repeated message that we should be richly rewarded for doing nothing
or for just being ourselves causes people to not pursue the healthy and character building paths of 
hard work.  Paralyzes people in disappointment.  When we don’t get what we think we deserve, we become a nation of discontents that do nothing and don’t care.  If we keep devaluing the slow path of hard 
work, we’re going to become increasingly uneducated, unmotivated, apathetic, and better controlled 
by advertisers, politicians, and in the changing global climate, other countries.  
  

The diligence and persistent effort Malcolm X showed in learning to read has become disappointingly rare.  Malcolm X in his autobiography tells us that when he went to prison, he could 
hardly read or write.  He decided the way to improve would be to copy the entire dictionary word for word by hand.  Even though he had horrible penmanship, he spent hours copying each word.  He said to copy just 
the first page alone took an entire day.  The next day he reviewed all the words he did not remember, he 
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slowly built his vocabulary, and at the same time he started educating himself about the larger world as he describes the dictionary as a “miniature encyclopedia” (2).  Malcolm X carried on until he copied the 
entire dictionary cover to cover.  However, the time he dedicated to his writing was not confined to this 
amazing achievement alone: “Between what I wrote in my tablet, and writing letters, during the rest of my time in prison I would guess I wrote a million words” (2).   The dedication to his own education and how 
he strengthened his own intelligence and abilities through sheer force of will is impressive but 
unfortunately is the acception rather than the norm.  In Generation Me, the author Jean Twenge addresses the present generation of people who have been taught to put themselves first and expect instant results without working hard to achieve them.  Twenge states: “They are less likely to work hard today to get a reward tomorrow—an especially important skill these days, when many good jobs require graduate degrees.”  If people are less willing today to work hard, then we are going to have increasingly 
uneducated, lazy people who spend more time complaining than achieving.  With a lack of 
education we won’t be strong critical thinkers so will be easily taken in by people who want to 
exploit us for profit like advertisers and corporate America.  Instead of defining who we are, people who want to sell us things will continue to shape our wants, desires and perceptions of ourselves.
 

Once Malcolm X achieves his goal of literacy, he reads constantly and is tireless in his efforts of self-improvement which is a necessary lesson for us to apply today.  He reads a book every chance he can get which is not easy in a prison situation where you are not in control of your time.  Even with the daunting obstacle of the lights being turned out at night, Malcolm X’s persistence towards his own education is not stopped:
At one-hour intervals the night guards paced past every room. Each time I heard the 
 
 
approaching footsteps, I jumped into bed and feigned sleep. And as soon as the guard 
 
 
passed, I got back out of bed onto the floor area of that light-glow, where I would read 
 
 
for another fifty-eight minutes—until the guard approached again. That went on until 
 
 
three or four every morning. Three or four hours of sleep a night was enough for me. (3)
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As a result of Malcolm X forging his own education, he learns many things that are not taught in the  
typical  classroom which inspires him to fight for change.  He discovers the traditional history that had been 
taught was “whitened” (3) and that “the black man had simply been left out” (3).  He reads about the horrors of slavery and the repeated oppression of non-whites by whites throughout history.  Because he dedicates so much time to reading.  He becomes a powerful and educated leader who was able to fight for African-Americans at a time when they were denied equal rights.  Only through continual effort and diligence like this do we keep ourselves free from oppression and injustice.  In Losing the News by Alex S. Jones, he discusses how one of the reasons we are losing important investigative journalism today is because people in general are no longer as interested in reading detailed, non-entertainment based reports.  Newspapers and journalists once served as a watchdog protecting our citizens but through apathy and short attention
spans, we are no longer interested in putting in the work it takes to remain educated, particularly 
about the very systems that control us: “Surveys show that there is a perhaps not so shocking lack 
of knowledge about government. A 2006 Zogby poll found that nearly three-quarters of Americans can correctly name the Three Stooges, but fewer than half know the three branches of government” (Jones 26).  The dangers of this are clear.  If we don’t educate ourselves like Malcolm X did about the ways in which a government can control and exploit it’s people, as he describes for blacks in the U.S., then we ourselves are in danger of being controlled and manipulated. When there are uneducated and uninterested masses that care more about the latest YouTube video and less about their elected leaders, then we become controlled by a small elite, and we are no longer a democracy run by the people for the people.  History has shown repeatedly that when this happens the results are wars not supported by or fully understood by the citizens, and profit for a few is put before the welfare of the majority.  We can see examples of this all around us today with the ongoing wars in the Middle East and the plummeting of the market that took the retirement of many lower and middle class Americans.
 

Even after Malcolm X achieved success and fame, his work ethic did not wane, and if we ourselves don’t learn the value of this, our future as a true democracy is bleak.  Malcolm X states: “You will never 
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catch me with a free fifteen minutes in which I’m not studying something I feel might be able to help the 
black man” (3).  I often hear the excuse from people about being “too busy” to read the paper, or read books, or even to apply the time to get good at something that would improve their personal lives, career or health, and I too am guilty of this.  It is hard to avoid the instant gratification of entertainment that surrounds us.  We don’t even have to leave the house, and at the touch of a button or keyboard we have streaming Netflix, Facebook updates, loaded DVRs, interactive online gaming, smart phones, Hulu, iTunes, and the list goes on and on.  This has made us hooked on instant gratification at the cost of losing the values of hard work.  As we become more engrossed in lazy entertainment, our democracy erodes.  As we become increasingly controlled by others, our strength and respect on a global scale disappears.  We pride ourselves on our independence and freedom but it takes hard work to maintain these luxuries.  As we lull ourselves into a lazy stupor, we might not even notice when we have lost these values we hold so dear.














































































































Narrowed �to one example.�Moved�tech examples to conclu-sion












































Revised to an arguable topic sentence





Clearer thesis






































































































































































































































































































































Greatly expanded discussion in conclusion. Added how people can better spend their time.  Took the discussion of the distractions of technology from the introduction and put it in the conclusion.  Deepened look at the harms and dangers of our weak work ethic and showed the dangers on a national as well as global scale 





Expanded discussion �of Jones �and added “so what?” discussion after quote





Expanded discussion of Twenge and added “so what?” discussion after quote





Revised intro �to quote





Added transition from Malcolm X to Twenge





Added to the quote and since it was longer than �3 lines, entire quote needed to be indented





Reordered the discussion in this paragraph to group discussion of Malcolm X all together and then moved onto outside example with Alex Jones after





Revised to an arguable topic sentence 





Added MLA numbering:�last name and page number





Revised title





Added course info





Added MLA formatting





One inch margins (on all sides)
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