JOURNALISTS’ QUESTIONS:

Asking questions:  Another method used to gather ideas on a topic is to ask the “Journalists’ Questions” (who, what, when, where, why and how) which cause you to look at all aspects of your subject. Through answering these questions, you can discover interesting information that you can use for writing.  For a paper on Malcolm X’s “Learning to Read” here are some potential questions:
 

Who was Elijah Mohammed? 



     

What caused the deafness, dumbness and blindness Malcolm X claims afflicts the black race?
 

When else is power through words more effective than power through violence?



 

Where did the Civil Rights Movement mainly take place?
 

Why was Malcolm X so angry at whites?
 

How did reading about things he wasn’t taught in school, like slavery, shape Malcolm X’s beliefs?

JOURNALISTS’ QUESTIONS PRACTICE:

Examine your particular writing topic and create questions using the following question words.  Once you begin answering your questions, you will have even more material you can use to make your argument.

Who

What

When 

Where

Why

How
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