LISTING:

Another method used to organize your ideas is called listing.  This is the most informal kind of outline in which you jot down your main points and possible supporting examples and details.  This kind of outline is for you only, and you don’t need to worry about making it more comprehensive if it does the job for you.  Many students find this kind of outline helpful in taking timed essay exams because it is brief enough to occupy a very small space, and it doesn’t take much time to produce.  If we list our ideas in regards to Malcolm X’s 
“Learning to Read” instead of clustering them, here is how it might look:


What did I learn from and what do I want to argue about Malcolm X’s “Learning to Read”?

Rough Thesis:  We would be better off if we all had a work ethic like Malcolm X


1.  Copied entire dictionary by hand--rare
 

-- Could barely read or write
 

-- Took a whole day to copy one page
    

-- Built his vocabulary—like mini encyclopedia
     

-- Wrote a million words     
2.  Read every chance he got--didn’t give up
       
-- Read by glow under door after lights out

       
-- Only got 3-4 hours sleep at night

       
-- Pretended to sleep when guards checked

       
-- Learned history not taught in school
3. We would benefit if we all worked harder
 

-- Hard work maintains U.S. luxuries

          -- People better educated leads to more control and being less manipulated
 

-- Stronger democracy when all participate
  

-- Expecting without earning produces nothing

LISTING PRACTICE:                                                
Look at your freewriting and brainstorm and group your main ideas into shared categories to create a list below:
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