FREEWRITING:

A great place to begin after accessing the writing situation is Freewriting.  Freewriting is writing continuously letting thoughts unselfconsciously flow (often for about 10 to 20 mins) without regard to spelling, grammar, style etc., and no corrections are made.  This is an excellent technique to push through writer’s block and to explore a given topic.

Since writer’s block means that you aren’t writing, one of the quickest ways to get around it is to write anything at all.  You can write whatever you are thinking, feeling, wondering about, or trying to get out of your mind—just start writing.  The only rule here is that you must not stop to correct spelling, grammar, or punctuation, or other parts of your writing.  Set a time limit for yourself and just keep writing.  Let’s say you were given the following writing assignment to write a paper on Malcolm X’s “Learning to Read” (see the full article in the section “Annotating Your Text”).


FREEWRITING EXAMPLE: 


To help you get started, you might try freewriting first.  Here is how some freewriting might look:

Ok, what do I write about this?  His story is impressive but I’m not sure what I could argue about it.  What could I possibly write?  I really don’t know.  How am I going to write a whole paper on this!  I thought Malcolm X’s story was inspiring, but I don’t know what else to say about it.  I’ll bet some people are put off by him.  What could I write?  Maybe I could—no.  Why do I find it interesting?  Well, first off I can’t believe he copied the entire dictionary by hand!  I remember having to copy a page of sentences several times for punishment in 6th grade when I talked back to the teacher and it was so boring.  I can’t believe he did it by choice.  I wonder what drove him.  It doesn’t seem like many people have that kind of motivation and discipline to do something like that.  It seems like people today are more interested with what’s on TV or the internet than in books.  My little niece spends all day on social networking sites posting video clips and commenting on her friends’ posts yet she says she hates to read and write and is not doing well in school.  She says it’s boring.  Malcolm X is the opposite.  He seems more and more excited as he reads more books.  He says books made him free.  Through his self-made education he achieves a lot and even after he becomes a powerful and respected leader, he continued to work hard.  I think we would all benefit from having a work ethic like that.
                

FREEWRITING PRACTICE:

Using the most recently assigned reading in this course, freewrite on it for 10-15 minutes.  Do not stop to correct grammar or spelling; just write your reaction to and thoughts on what you have read:
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