CLUSTERING:                                                

After you generate ideas on your topic (using methods like freewriting and brainstorming) you will want to select certain ideas and then categorize and organize your information.  One technique to help you group your ideas is called clustering which differs from brainstorming and freewriting in that what you create is an informal map.  To create a cluster, first write down your writing prompt or your answer to the prompt (your rough thesis) and draw a big circle around it.  Then write down ideas that respond to the writing prompt and draw a smaller circle around each new idea and connect them to the center.  Clustering provides a mental picture organizing the ideas you generate and showing how they connect to one another.  Here’s an example using Malcolm X’s “Learning to Read”:




  






                                             







CLUSTERING PRACTICE:

Examine the ideas you have generated on the assigned reading.  
Now, look for ways to group your information into shared categories to create a cluster:

























































































































































































































Built his vocabulary—like mini encyclopedia





    Stronger   �  democracy �    when all   �    participate





 Expecting without earning produces nothing








We would benefit if we all worked  �    harder





     Took a    �  whole day


to copy one �      page








Learned history not taught in   �       school








Copied entire dictionary by hand--rare





Pretended to sleep when guards checked





Read every chance he got--didn’t give up








   Could    �   barely �    read    �   or write





Only got 3-4 hours sleep at night





What did I learn from Malcolm X’s “Learning to Read”?


�  We would be better off if we all had a work ethic like Malcolm X



























































































































































































































































     Less manipulated





More control





    People �     better   �   educated 





Hard work maintains U.S. luxuries





Wrote a millions words





Read by glow under door after lights out














Bell  


