                                     Peer Workshop Feedback

	For (author of paper): 

	From (evaluator): 



I.  Read the essay for the first time and then freewrite your general impressions for 2 minutes:  
    What were the strong points?  Confusing points?  Organizational choices?  Your overall impression?

II. Read the essay for a second time and answer these questions.  Be as specific as possible:

 (1) What are your overall impressions of the introduction?  Is it clear? Attention-grabbing? 
       Does it contain a clear argument? How can it be improved?
       Explain the thesis in your own words:

(2) Is the organization of ideas fluid and easy to follow?  Are there strong topic sentences focusing each of 
      the paragraphs?  Are transitions present from paragraph to paragraph?  Sentence to sentence?  

(3) Is there sufficient development of the paragraphs with evidence and analysis?   Which ideas need to 
      be developed with specific examples, quotes and explanations?  


(4) Does the essay end on a strong note?  Does the conclusion tie up the points well?  Is there a strong 
   “so what?” that explains: So what can we learn from this?  So what is the larger significance or impact? 

The Components of a Successful Essay
Put an “X” in the box responding to each aspect of the essay

	Criteria
	needs work
	adequate
	good
	excellent

	Assignment Fulfillment
Was the essay an analysis of/argument about the reading?  


	
	
	
	

	Thesis/Controlling Idea
Does the thesis make an arguable assertion of opinion and have a strong “so what?”  Is the thesis a response to and an analysis of the reading?


	
	

	
	


	Organization/Coherence/Focus
Is there a logical order of ideas with clear transitions?  Are there strong topic sentences?  Does the writer stay on topic within each paragraph?  Is the overall essay unified around one clear argument?


	

	
	
	


	Development/Support
Are the body paragraphs fully developed with reasons, illustrations, examples, details, evidence, explanations, analysis, and/or interpretations? Are inferences and claims supported with evidence from the text?  


	


	


	
	



	Sentence Craft
Is the writing fluent or choppy?  Does the writer join sentences to show relationships between ideas?  


	
	

	

	


	Surface Issues/Proofreading

Grammar, usage, punctuation, spelling.


	4 or more errors/page



	3 or fewer errors/page



	2 or fewer errors/page



	1 or fewer errors/page




	Basic Research & Documentation Skills

Does the writing integrate relevant sources and quotes to substantiate claims?  Does the writer consistently use MLA format?  
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