Instructor feedback for: (student name)
 
The Components of a Successful Essay

	Criteria
	needs work
	adequate
	good
	excellent

	Assignment Fulfillment

Was the essay an analysis of/argument about the reading?  


	
	
	
	

	Thesis/Controlling Idea

Does the thesis make an arguable assertion of opinion and have a strong “so what?”  Is the thesis a response to and an analysis of the reading?


	
	

	
	


	Organization/Coherence/Focus

Is there a logical order of ideas with clear transitions?  Are there strong topic sentences?  Does the writer stay on topic within each paragraph?  Is the overall essay unified around one clear argument?


	

	
	
	


	Development/Support

Are the body paragraphs fully developed with reasons, illustrations, examples, details, evidence, explanations, analysis, and/or interpretations? Are inferences and claims supported with evidence from the text?  


	


	


	
	



	Sentence Craft

Is the writing fluent or choppy?  Does the writer join sentences to show relationships between ideas?  


	
	

	

	


	Surface Issues/Proofreading

Grammar, usage, punctuation, spelling.


	4 or more errors/page



	3 or fewer errors/page



	2 or fewer errors/page



	1 or fewer errors/page




	Basic Research & Documentation Skills

Does the writing integrate relevant sources and quotes to substantiate claims?  Does the writer consistently use MLA format?  


	

	

	

	



Comments:










Peer Workshop Feedback Scores:

Essay Grade:
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