

       Writing    
   Guideline #9:



   TITLES AND AUTHORS






(9) CREATING YOUR OWN TITLE:


Creating a strong, clear, appealing title is an important part of any writing task.  The title is the reader’s first introduction to your piece of writing, and first impressions matter.  Therefore, you want to create a title which pulls in your reader’s interest and makes him or her want to keep reading.  Your title should normally contain the following features:

(1)  It should convey the topic of the paper.  In other words, your reader should know 

                 what the paper is going to be about from the title.  


(2)  Many titles, but not all, reflect in some way, what point you are going to make about 

       your topic.  What argument are you presenting about your topic?  Oftentimes, titles 

       briefly reflect the argument or thesis of a writing piece.


(3)  A good title should also be creative, thought-provoking, and make the reader keep   
       reading.


For their first writing assignment, a college writing class was posed with the following paper topic:


Take a look at the gender images that surround us in the media and analyze their various meanings.  What roles and stereotypes are most commonly depicted?  Do you find them accurate?  Harmful?  Limited?  Helpful?  Describe the affect you feel these gender images have on us as a society using specific examples, ads, etc. as evidence.



Here are the titles of the papers students created in response to this writing assignment:
Harmful Stereotypes








Genders in Society

Male and Female Roles and Stereotypes


Stereotypes Between Genders

Advertising and Stereotypes





Man or Woman?

Harmful Stereotypical Views of Women


Stereotypes 

Stereotypes and Roles







Gender Images

Stereotypes: Silly and Harmless




Are you a Man or a Woman?

The Roles of Males and Females




Societies’ Stereotypes

Today’s Stereotypes on Opposite Genders

Stereotyping

Differences in Gender







Stereotypes

The Power of Society








Gender Stereotypes

How Society Categorizes Men and Women

Surrounded By Stereotypes





Most of these titles clearly conveyed the topic of the assignment but they are repetitive and unoriginal.  Now let’s try to refine a few of these titles so they are more individually tailored to the writer’s argument.  Below are several of the thesis statements for these papers.  Create an effective title for each paper containing such a thesis statement:

(1)  Thesis statement:  In films, men are always portrayed as tough, macho figures, and this image ultimately harms men as they are forced to live up to this aggressive, emotionless “ideal.”
Possible Title(s):
(2)  Thesis statement:  Because the media depicts men and women in such narrow and stereotypical roles, people get a distorted image of what careers they can and cannot pursue.

Possible Title(s):
(3)  Thesis statement:  Television, which seems to continuously show women as sexual objects, limits their potential and damages their sense of self worth.

Possible Title(s):
(9) TEXT TITLES and AUTHOR NAMES:
Put the titles of shorter works in quotes, like poems, chapter titles, web pages or short stories.  For longer works underline or italicize the title, like plays, films and books.

	
Italicize or underline:

· Scientific names for genera or species 

· Titles of the following: 

· Art exhibitions 

· Books 

· Comic strips and webcomics 

· Computer and video games 

· Court cases 

· Films 

· Long or epic poems 

· Multi-episode television serials 

· Musical albums 

· Musicals 

· Orchestral works 

· Paintings, sculptures and other works of visual art 

· Periodicals (newspapers, journals, and magazines) 

· Plays 

· Television series 
	
Use Quotation Marks:
· Titles of short or minor works 

· Songs 

· Short Stories 

· Essays 

· Short Poems 

· One Act Plays 

· Other literary works shorter than a three act play or complete book 

· Titles of sections from longer works 

· Chapters in books 

· Articles in newspapers, magazines, or journals 

· Episodes of television and radio series 




· For titles, only quote them, underline them, OR italicize them—never a combination of styles.

WRONG:  One of Gene’s favorite books is “Huckleberry Finn” because he relates to Huck.

CORRECT:  One of Gene’s favorite books in Huckleberry Finn because he relates to Huck.


· When first introducing a text, also provide the full name of the author.

WRONG:  In reading The Argument Culture it is clear how much aggression shapes our society.

CORRECT:  In reading The Argument Culture by Deborah Tannen, it is clear how much aggression shapes our society.


· After introducing authors by full name, refer to them by last name after (never by first name).
WRONG:  Deborah’s book The Argument Culture reveals how journalism is compromised by aggressive, one-sided reporting.

CORRECT:  Tannen’s book The Argument Culture reveals how journalism is compromised by aggressive, one-sided reporting.

· Don’t misspell an author’s name or text title; it sends a wrong message to your reader.

WRONG:  Deborrah Tanner’s book The Argument Cuture addresses the question if our legal system can provide citizens justice.

CORRECT:  Deborah Tannen’s book The Argument Culture addresses the question if our legal system can provide citizens justice.

· Don’t confuse characters in stories and authors as being the same person as often they are not.
WRONG:  In Mark Twain’s book Huckleberry Finn, Mark tells of his adventures as a young man.

CORRECT:  In Mark Twain’s book Huckleberry Finn, Twain tells of the adventures of a young man named Huck.
· In reading-based writing (which is the type of writing we’re doing in this class) introduce the text and the author that is being written about in the introductory paragraph.

WRONG:  Although the United States of America was founded by devout Christians it was not intended to be a religious country.  In fact, the founders of this country took great care to ensure that the government of the United States was a secular entity.  These men knew all too well the negative aspects of a theocratic government.  I contend that America was founded as a nation with true freedom of religion and, while religion may be essential to many individuals, government endorsement of it is neither essential nor beneficial to America.

CORRECT:  Although the United States of America was founded by devout Christians it was not intended to be a religious country.  In fact, the founders of this country took great care to ensure that the government of the United States was a secular entity.  These men knew all too well the negative aspects of a theocratic government.  In his essay entitled “Religion is Essential in America,” Joe Lieberman falsely states that this country was founded as a Judeo-Christian nation, and attempts to convince the reader that religion is synonymous with morality and is essential to America.  I contend, however, that America was founded as a nation with true freedom of religion and, while religion may be essential to many individuals, government endorsement of it is neither essential nor beneficial to America.
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