	 (3) Parallelism:


Another method to improve fluidity, combine sentences, and remove repetition is through using parallelism.  
In parallel structure, it is important to group similar ideas and items together in list form.  The main rule to remember is that the things in the list must be the same grammatical form.

Using parallelism will help with…
                              (1) economy   (2) clarity    (3) equality    (4) fluidity

From Towson University:
Here are some examples of parallel elements:
[image: image1.jpg]thinking
runping

words

to see
to understand

infniives

atthe time
inthe house

prepositianal phrases

because | care

after they met

subordinate clauses





These elements, on the other hand, are not parallel:
[image: image2.jpg]thinking to see atthe time because | care
torun since | understand being here to meet





Used in a sentence, they create a jarring effect and produce writing with unclear emphasis and meaning. We call such an error "faulty parallelism."

Writers generally use parallelism as a technique in the following five ways.
1. With elements joined by coordinating conjunctions, especially and, but, and or.
  
Example: She likes to look, but not to listen.  He wondered who he was and what he was doing.
2. Use parallel structure with elements in lists or in a series.
  
Example: He found cleaning supplies in the closet, under the sink but not in the garage.

3. Use parallel structure with elements being compared (X is more than / better than Y)
 
Example: Driving to New York can actually take less time than flying there.
4. Use parallel structure with elements joined by a linking verb or a verb of being.
 
Example: Being Jim’s friend means being understanding.  To know her is to love her.

5. Use parallel structure with elements joined by a correlative conjunction such as:
      


either / or neither / nor both / and not only / but also
 
Example:  As young recruits, we were told not only what to do but also what to think.


PRACTICE IN FIXING FAULTY PARALLELISM:  


Correct the faulty parallelism in the following sentences using the FIVE TECHNIQUES described:



(1)  We put the pictures and what our itinerary was into the album.


(2)  The instructor advised me to use the rearview mirror often, and I should observe the speed limit.


(3)  At the store my duties are to keep the shelves stocked, I work the registers, and assisting 
 
 customers.


(4)  We want a candidate who has a sense of commitment, history of a good record in public office, 
       and who has experience in foreign affairs.


(5)  We enjoyed water skiing much more than when we swam in the lake.


(6)  Hearing her sing in person was ten times better than if you heard her on the radio.


(7)  What she said was her meaning.


(8)  Doing well on the GRE means to assure yourself acceptance into a good graduate school.


(9)  She is both happy about the raise and she is feeling nervous about the extra responsibility.


(10) They not only ate all the food in the house but they also didn't clean up their mess.
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