	 (2) Sentence Combining:


Trying to achieve simplicity in your writing does not mean to write only in short sentences.  If your essays are filled with short sentences, they will read as choppy and the relationships between the sentences will not be as clear.  You want to have variety and fluidity in your sentences.

Short sentences are choppy:
I went to the store.  The store is by my house.  It has everything.  It is my favorite.  Greg runs the store.  He always makes me laugh.  He is really friendly too.  He makes my day.  At the store, there is an impressive wine selection.  I like white wine.  I’ve recently started drinking red.  Greg has great wine recommendations.

Combine sentences for more fluidity:
I went to my favorite store by my house that has everything.  Greg, who runs the store, is really friendly and always makes me laugh.  He makes my day.  I enjoy that there is an impressive wine selection because I like white wine.  I recently started drinking red wine though because Greg has great recommendations.

As you can see, not all of your sentences need to be long.  You want rhythm in your writing and sentence variety is the key.  Longer sentences are good for fluidity and seeing relationships between ideas, and then shorter sentences allow a writer to put emphasis on particular points.

How to properly combine sentences:

 
(1) Coordinate sentences when you want to equally emphasize both sentences.


Join sentences using a comma and conjunction (For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So) OR
 

combine related sentences using a semi-colon ( ;
 

For example: I like reading poetry.  I don’t always understand it.
 

Coordinated with comma and conjunction:  I like reading poetry, but I don’t always understand it.
 

Coordinated with semi-colon:  I like reading poetry; I don’t always understand it.

      (2) Subordinate sentences when you want to emphasize one sentence over another.
 


 

Join sentences with a subordinator (such as: although, since, because, if, even though, when, while)
 

For example: Jenson got fired from his job.  He spent a year traveling the world.  
 

Subordinated:  Because Jenson got fired from his job, he spent a year traveling the world.   OR
 



        Jenson spent a year traveling the world because he got fired from his job.
 

(Subordinators can begin a sentence or join the sentences. The sentence that begins with the 
 

subordinator is de-emphasized.  In this case, that Jenson was fired is de-emphasized and that he traveled 
 

is emphasized).

 
(3) Embed words, phrases and/or sentences
 
Often you can take words, phrases and whole sentences and place them within another sentence.
 
 
For example: The boy came to the party.  He is Jose’s cousin.  He graduated from Stanford.  He was top  
 

in his class.  The girl he liked rejected him.  He left.  He has a lot of confidence. Rejection is always 
 

hard.  
 

Embedded (embedded sentences in bold):  The boy who came to the party is Jose’s cousin.  He 
 

graduated top of his class from Stanford.  He left after the girl he liked rejected him.  Rejection is 
 

always hard even with a lot of confidence.

PRACTICE SENTENCE COMBINING:  

Combine as many sentences as you can in the following paragraphs using the guidelines:

Paragraph 1:
From Your Dictionary.com

The Boston Red Sox were three games down. The Red Sox had to win the next four games to advance. Fans were worried. Boston had not won a World Series since 1918. No team had ever come back in the playoffs from a three-game deficit. All of the fans knew this. Red Sox fans watched anxiously as the fourth game of the ALCS began. Yankees fans watched confidently. They also knew that anything could happen. People wanted to watch a good series. They did not expect it to be such a nail-biter! David Roberts stole second base. This move would be remembered as the turning point of the series. Nobody believed the Red Sox would win that year. The Red Sox won that year. The Yankees would not win the World Series for another five years. In 2009, the Yankees won the World Series.


Now let’s try de-combining sentences so we can appreciate the conciseness of well combined sentences and how it is easier to see the relationship among ideas when they are joined.  Break this sentence down into its root sentences:

Paragraph 2:
The thesis from the essay on Malcolm X’s “Learning to Read”:

The characteristics that he shows of not giving up even in the face of overwhelming odds and applying good old-fashioned, and often tedious and repetitive, hard work and persistence have become frighteningly rare in the U.S. today where people have bloated senses of entitlement.  
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