          ONLINE PRESENTATIONS:

WHY PRESENTATIONS?

For each text we read, students will form presentation teams to provide a context for the reading beforehand. This is a form of “building schema,” which is adding to what you know on a given topic. With a clear context set up before one begins to read, reading comprehension is strengthened. Also, you learn something better when you actually teach it, so for each text we’ll have a group of experts.

ONLINE PRESENTATION REQUIREMENTS:


· Provide the following information in a PowerPoint presentation: 

--biographical information on the author(s)

--information on the relevant setting/time/location(s) of the text

--historical context for the topic/time/place covered
 
--political context for the topic/time/place covered
 
--social and cultural context for the topic/time/place covered

--a larger and probing look at the topic(s) being raised
· Involve every member of your group.  Each person must participate and contribute equally.  Students should create and contribute approximately 5-10 slides each to the PowerPoint presentation.  Any students not fulfilling the minimum will receive a 0% on the presentation.


· Be creative!  Think of interesting ways to impart the information that will interest and engage your fellow students.  Creative elements you could include in the presentation:
 
--Vivid images and pictures 
 
--Short video clips and parts of relevant films, documentaries, shows
 
--Discussion questions for students to think about the material
 
--Useful links
 
--Music and other sound recordings

· Cite your sources. Also, don't simply cut and paste from the web.  Present it in your own way. 


· Create a quiz that your peers will take and be graded on.  You will create a 10-question quiz and email it to me at bellr@smccd.edu.  Do NOT post the quiz in the presentation forum as students will be taking this quiz for a grade.  The questions can be multiple choice, true/false, fill in the blank, or matching.  This will count as part of your peers’ quiz grade, so be fair in the questions that you ask.  Each team must email me the 10 quiz questions along with the answers by midnight the same day the presentation is due.


· Complete and submit a Team Evaluation form.  Each student will evaluate and grade each member of his/her presentation team as well as him/herself. I will assign an overall grade for the presentation itself. However, your participation grade will be based on the average of the scores your peers assign you.  You must submit this completed form to me via email (bellr@smccd.edu) by midnight the day after the presentation is due. Your team members will not see these evaluations. If there is a team member that did not fairly participate in the project, s/he will not receive a grade.
SAMPLE GRADES AND FEEDBACK FOR ONLINE PRESENTATIONS:

Here are some examples of feedback and grades past online groups have received:

Presenters on collected essays on “Gender Differences” 


I like how you started out by grouping the readings thematically as was described in the introduction to the unit.  The Friends clip was a humorous way to begin the topic and the clip with the kids showed early notions of gender stereotyping well.  It’s not entirely clear what information you want to convey on the slide on gender differences. You present some valid stereotypes of men/women and boys/girls but you could have added to these lists as there are many more gender stereotypes.  Also, it would have been interesting to include some research on the impact of some of these stereotypes—so what results from this stereotypical thinking?  You included some interesting images like “female stereotypes,” the Rosie the Riveter image, the joke about male/female brains, but it could be clearer what you want the students to learn from these images.  Interesting clip on “Gender on TV” but don’t let clips and images do your speaking for you.  Be sure to follow these things with further information you provide.  Interesting slides on the authors and nice inclusion of their pictures, but you could have also connected the titles of the assigned readings with the authors so the students could see the connection more directly.  Overall, some interesting clips and images, but there wasn’t a lot of content here.  There could have been more in depth historical background on gender movements in the U.S., struggles for equal rights, key figures in gender studies and research.  There could have been more facts and statistics about the realities for men and women today politically, economically, socially.  This doesn’t really prepare the students very thoroughly for the complex issues of difference, equality, prejudice, treatment, etc. that go along with the topic of gender.  

Presentation score:  73%  C      

Presenters on Chekhov: The Essential Plays and Anton Chekhov

You addressed the main required categories well but some more thoroughly than others.  The biographical information was a little on the brief side but the pictures you included there were excellent.  The information on the classes and the history was nicely detailed and very relevant to the plays we are going to read.  The political and cultural/social sections were also a bit brief but there was some useful information there along with good images.  The last part where you looked at the themes in Chekhov was excellent.  Looking at theme is a great way to prepare the students to read the plays.  You could have further developed the creative elements of the presentation though and included clips from Chekhov plays, links to videos on Russian culture, history, added Russian music.  Visual, auditory and interactive elements would have brought Russia more to life for the students.  Overall a very informative presentation that will prepare the students well to read Chekhov’s plays.

Presentation score for group:  84%  B

Presentation Grade on Tennessee Williams and Streetcar Named Desire 

Great opening with a synopsis of the film version of A Streetcar Named Desire.  Sets the tone nicely and prepares the students for the story.  I like the quote you follow the video clip with from Williams.  This and the picture of Williams set the tone of the play and introduce the author well.  Excellent musical selections!  The music really added another dimension to the presentation and all the different selections you integrated were impressive.  Great biography on Williams; it showed the connection between his life and his writing very well.  The timeline and the other historical information were very useful and provided an excellent historical context.  The background on New Orleans and how the city relates to the play was really well done.  Excellent information on the Old South and the conflicts with the industrialized south; this will be helpful later in understanding the character of Blanche.  The detailed character descriptions along with the pictures from the film version will really help the students connect well to and remember the characters.  I was very glad to see that you included a clip of one of the most famous scenes of when Stanley is calling for Stella.  When the students read the play, this will make this scene come to life more.  The plot overview you provided was great.  The inclusion of The Simpsons version was also a really a nice touch!  Overall, a really top notch and well crafted presentation!  

PRESENTATION GRADE:  96% A
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