IN-CLASS PRESENTATIONS (not online):

WHY PRESENTATIONS?  For each text we read, students will form presentation teams to provide a context for the reading beforehand. This is a form of “building schema,” which is adding to what you know on a given topic. With a clear context set up before one begins to read, reading comprehension is strengthened. Also, you learn something better when you actually teach it, so for each text we’ll have a group of experts.

PRESENTATION REQUIREMENTS:

· Provide the following information: 

--biographical information on the author(s)

--information on the relevant setting/time/location(s) of the text

--historical context for the topic/time/place covered
 
--political context for the topic/time/place covered
 
--social and cultural context for the topic/time/place covered

--a larger and probing look at the topic(s) being raised
· Present the material and information through a variety of methods. Here are some suggestions:
 
--PowerPoint slideshow

--Visual aids: poster boards, overheads, posters, pictures
 
--Handouts that the students can take with them is an excellent way to convey information
 
--Show short videos or parts of documentaries, shows, films
 
--Bring in “artifacts” connected with the topic: show and tell items
 
--Play relevant music or recordings
 
--Performances: skits, plays, costumes
 
--Bring food related to the topic/culture
· Make part of the presentation interactive.  Do not spend the entire presentation talking at the students.  Include at least one interactive element.  Interactive activities could include:
 
--Pose questions and involve the class in discussion.
 
--Involve the students in learning games (perhaps provide prizes to get the students engaged).

 
--Create projects the students complete individually or in teams.

· Involve every member of your group.  Each person must participate equally and spend approximately the same amount of time each presenting material (a minimum of 5 minutes per student. Any students not fulfilling the minimum of 5 minutes will receive a 0% on the presentation).

· Be creative!  Think of interesting ways to impart the information that will interest and engage your fellow students.  Don’t be boring.
PRESENTATION DON’Ts:
· Don’t teach the text itself—students do not even need to read the text ahead of time.
· Don’t present dry “encyclopedia” information unless relevant (i.e. GNP, imports/exports, country bird).
· Don’t just read off your notes or off PowerPoint slides. Notes cards are fine but know the information, make eye contact with the students, engage your audience.

· Don’t finish before the required time.  Groups will not get full credit or perhaps not even get a passing grade if the presentation is under the required time length.
· Don’t show up late—your presentation time begins when class begins.  Do not spend any of your presentation time in technical set up.  You must test your technical set up before the class and familiarize yourself with the overhead projection system before the presentation date.

SAMPLE GRADES AND FEEDBACK FOR IN-CLASS PRESENTATIONS:

Here are some examples of feedback and grades past in-class groups have received:


Presentation on The Eaves of Heaven and Andrew X. Pham

It was a good approach to begin with a map of Vietnam.  You included some very interesting facts and visuals about Vietnam.  The information at first seemed a little all over the map and there wasn’t sustained or detailed information about any one topic in particular.  The section on Vietnamese holidays was colorful and visual and the personal pictures were a nice touch.  The timeline was interesting but reading the information off Powerpoint slides isn’t the best way for students to connect with it and remember it.  After the presentation, I don’t think the students had very much information or knowledge about the three wars the book centers around.  It would have been very helpful if you had created handouts for the students so they had information they could take home with them and use as they read the book.  It was nice that you included a video that was helpful and informational.  The information on the author was useful but a little brief. It would have been good to include the students more with some interactive parts.

GRADE:  73% C


Presentation on The White Tiger and Aravind Aiga

Nice lead-in with the meditation video set in India.  You presented a wide range of information with a good variety of methods: the PowerPoint slideshow, the videos, and the handout.  The handout was helpful in that the students could follow where you were in the presentation, but it could have contained more information that they could have referenced after the presentation.  I liked how you switched back and forth between presenters and that everyone appeared to provide equal contributions.  Some very interesting historical background, but one of the most important figures, Gandhi, wasn’t very developed and how he was instrumental in getting the British out of India could have been clearer.  Overall the presenters made good eye contact and seemed to know their information which kept the students engaged.  Great inclusion of the cultural elements of the Naan bread and the Indian costumes.  The Jeopardy game was fun and challenging.  Overall, you provided some solid context to help the students better understand the book.

GRADE:  85%  B


Presentation on Enrique’s Journey and Sonia Nazario


You presented the materials through an engaging variety of methods that kept everyone’s attention throughout.  Impressive and creative way to begin with Punta music and dance visuals along with live guitar accompaniment.  The music throughout the presentation kept the feeling of the culture present as well and the national anthem was a nice touch.  Excellent and delicious inclusion of food and drink.  Each segment of the presentation was vivid as you included actual items like the bags and jewelry and excellent visuals with the use of poster boards, short videos, handouts and Powerpoint.  I especially liked that you included a clip of the author reading her work—this will help the students connect well with the reading.  Each presenter also made good eye contact, knew the material well and kept the students engaged.  The finale with the Jeopardy game was fun.  The content of the presentation though was a bit light for a heavy book and topic.  You brought the country vividly to life with the cultural aspects but could have included information on the central topic in the book of the migration of Central Americans to the U.S. and the obstacles and controversies surrounding this.  You touched on some of the reasons Hondurans might want/need to leave their homeland but the reasons and motivations could have been clearer.  Overall, a great presentation that prepared the students well for the book.

GRADE:  92%  A
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