(16) Using Transitions in your Paragraphs
	WHAT IS THE FUNCTION OF TRANSITIONS?


Single words can signal levels of importance, connections, and the direction of thoughts. For example, after a friend begins a sentence with "I like you very much," would you prefer that the next word be "and" or "however"? The word "and" signals more of the same, hinting that you could anticipate another pleasant compliment. On the other hand, "however" signals a change of thought, so brace yourself for a negative remark. If the next words were "consequently" or "therefore," you could anticipate a positive result or reward for the positive feelings.  Such words are transitions and lead readers to anticipate the direction of a writer's thoughts. Transitions also reveal organizational patterns.


	PATTERNS OF ORGANIZATION AND THEIR TRANSITIONAL WORDS:


	Addition (providing additional examples):

furthermore, again, also, further, moreover, besides, likewise, and, indeed, in addition, too, next, first, second
	Cause and Effect (showing one element as producing or causing a result or effect):

because, for this reason, consequently, hence, as a result, thus, due to, therefore, if, so, since

	Concession (acknowledging the merits of the counter argument before reasserting an opinion):

whereas, granted that, even though, though, yet, while, although
	Illustration (explaining using examples):

that is, for example, to illustrate, for instance, in fact, specifically, as seen in

	Comparison (listing similarities among items): 

in a similar way, similarly, parallels, likewise, in alike manner, also, in the same manner
	Contrast (listing differences among items):

on the other hand, more than, but, however, conversely, on the contrary, although, nevertheless, still, in contrast, yet, even though

	Definition (defining a concept and expanding with examples and restatements):

can be defined, means, for example, like, in short, specifically
	Description (listing characteristics or details using vivid language):

is, as, like, could be described (using adjectives, adverbs and language that touches on the senses)

	Location or Spatial Order (identifying the whereabouts of objects or people):

next to, near, below, above, close by, within, without, beside, around, to the right or left, opposite
	Narration or Time Order (listing events in order of occurrence): 

first, second, finally, after, before, next, later, now, at last, until, at the same time, while, during, as, meanwhile, then, immediately

	Simple Listing (randomly listing items in a series):

also, another, several, for example
	Summary (condensing major points):

in conclusion, to restate, briefly, to sum up, in short, in a nutshell, in other words, therefore, in summary


PRACTICE WITH TRANSITIONAL WORDS:



 
I. Complete the following sentences with an appropriate transition:


(1) Many people think that heavy fishing of a lake will eventually cause a serious depletion of the stock of fish; ____________________ in a lake with a limited food supply, heavy fishing often increases the fish supply.



(2) I didn’t finish my homework, I’m behind in the reading, and I didn’t study for the exam today; 

 ____________________ I think I’m going to fail the class and have to take it again. 



(3) The torrential rains in the Los Angeles area were highly destructive to the economy; _____________________ the rains brought much needed water to the farmers, the destruction to property and crops was enormous.



(4) Today, college women are finding many acceptable alternatives to the "graduate and get married" pattern of the past. Many women _____________________ are pursuing graduate degrees or joining the military.



(5) She had acquired some bad habits over the years of impatience and procrastination; ______________________ she started smoking and stopped working out.





II. Make this disjointed argument cohesive and logical by adding transitions and joining sentences.  You don't need to change the sequence of sentences:

Obstetricians perform too many cesareans. They can schedule deliveries for their own convenience. They can avoid sleepless nights and canceled parties. They resort to cesareans in any difficult delivery to protect themselves against malpractice suits. Cesareans involve larger fees and hospital bills than normal deliveries. Cesarean patients spend about twice as many days in the hospital as other mothers.


The National Institutes of Health confirmed that doctors were performing many unnecessary cesarean sections. They suggested ways to reduce their use. The recommendation was widely publicized. The obstetricians apparently failed to take note. In 1985, the operation was performed in 16.5 percent of United States' births. In 1992, 24.7 percent of the births were Cesareans. 


	TRANSITIONS COME IN PHRASES TOO:



Transitions can be in the form of words like however, furthermore, meanwhile but they can also come in the form of phrases like: Not only x, but also y and If x, then y.  Sometimes you’ll provide a full sentence to move your reader from one idea to the another: As a result of Malcolm X forging his own education, he learns many things that are not taught in the typical classroom which inspires him to fight for change (this moves the discussion from Malcolm X learning to read to what he learned to what he did).  

Here are some examples of transitional phrases:

	To explain something further:

Examples of this are,
To say this in another way,

In line with that, ...


	To say it is true in only one direction:

The converse is not true.

This only goes in one direction.

This is only true in this instance.


	To say that something is true in "both directions"

The converse is also true

And vice versa



	When you have given your conclusion first and want to then give your evidence,

support, justification for it:

The evidence for ... is

The reason(s) for ... is (are)

One can see this because

This can be seen because

This is supported by


	To link together similar things (whether ideas or reasons):

You can number them

The following n things: [and then number them, or not number them, whichever seems more appropriate]

In the same vein, 
Along with that, 
Not only x, but also y


	To change topics:

Moving on to a different point

Considering something totally different now,

Let me digress for a moment...

Returning from the digression....

Returning to the above point about 

Related to...


	When what you have presented leads up to, or supports, or makes a case for what

you are about to say:

We can see from the previous that,

Because of the previous [sentence, paragraph, line of reasoning, three points,....] we can see that [or, it is rational to believe that, or it is reasonable to hold that]...

In light of this we can see that


	When you are going to "contradict" what has been said before [or contradict what

you are about to say]:

In spite of this [or, in spite of the fact that ...,]

Despite the fact that ...

Unfortunately that does not....

Contradicting that is

While it may seem that....

The apparent implication is that ... , 

While it may be that...,

The previous does not imply/demonstrate/show

We cannot reasonably deduce/infer/assume from this...

Although x, y ....

While it is the case that..., it is not the case that (or it is not true that, or does not imply that....)


	To show a cause and effect relationship:

Since [x is true], [y is true]

Since [x], y ...

Because (of) x, y ...

Given that x, y ...

Factoring in that x, y...

Taking into account x, we can see that y...

As a consequence of x, y....

It follows from x, y

We can see from x, y




PRACTICE WITH TRANSITIONAL WORDS AND PHRASES:

Using one of the body paragraphs from the essay on Malcolm X’s “Learning to Read,” underline all the transitional words AND the transitional phrases:

  


The diligence and persistent effort Malcolm X showed in learning to read has become 
 
disappointingly  rare.  Malcolm X in his autobiography tells us that when he went to prison, he could 
 
hardly read or write.  He decided the way to improve would be to copy the entire dictionary word for 
 
word by hand.  He said to copy just the first page alone took an entire day.  The next day he reviewed 
 
all the words he did not remember, so he slowly built his vocabulary, and at the same time he started 
 
educating himself about the larger world as he describes the dictionary as a “miniature encyclopedia” (2).  
 
Malcolm X carried on until he copied the entire dictionary cover to cover.  However, the time he 
 
dedicated to his writing was not confined to this amazing achievement alone: “Between what I wrote 
 
in my tablet, and writing letters, during the rest of my time in prison I would guess I wrote a million 
 
words” (2).   The dedication to his own education and how he strengthened his own intelligence and 
 
abilities through sheer force of will is impressive but unfortunately is the exception rather than the norm.  
 
In Generation Me, the author Jean Twenge addresses the present generation of people who have been 
 
taught to put themselves first and expect instant results without working hard to achieve them.  Twenge 
 
states: “They are less likely to work hard today to get a reward tomorrow—an especially important skill 
 
these days, when many good jobs require graduate degrees” (157).  If people are less willing today to 
 
work hard, then we are going to have increasingly uneducated, lazy people who spend more time 
 
complaining than achieving.  With a lack of education we won’t be strong critical thinkers so will be 
 
easily taken in by people who want to exploit us for profit like advertisers and corporate America.  Instead 
 
of defining who we are, people who want to sell us things will continue to shape our wants, desires and  
 
perceptions of ourselves.

ANSWERS FOR PRACTICE WITH TRANSITIONAL WORDS AND PHRASES:
The transitional words and phrases have been underlined:




The diligence and persistent effort Malcolm X showed in learning to read has become 
 
disappointingly  rare.  Malcolm X in his autobiography tells us that when he went to prison, he could 
 
hardly read or write.  He decided the way to improve would be to copy the entire dictionary word for 
 
word by hand.  He said to copy just the first page alone took an entire day.  The next day he reviewed 
 
all the words he did not remember, so he slowly built his vocabulary, and at the same time he started 
 
educating himself about the larger world as he describes the dictionary as a “miniature encyclopedia” (2).  
 
Malcolm X carried on until he copied the entire dictionary cover to cover.  However, the time he 
 
dedicated to his writing was not confined to this amazing achievement alone: “Between what I wrote 
 
in my tablet, and writing letters, during the rest of my time in prison I would guess I wrote a million 
 
words” (2).   The dedication to his own education and how he strengthened his own intelligence and 
 
abilities through sheer force of will is impressive but unfortunately is the exception rather than the  
    
norm.  In Generation Me, the author Jean Twenge addresses the present generation of people who have been 
 
taught to put themselves first and expect instant results without working hard to achieve them.  Twenge 
 
states: “They are less likely to work hard today to get a reward tomorrow—an especially important skill 
 
these days, when many good jobs require graduate degrees” (157).  If people are less willing today to 
 
work hard, then we are going to have increasingly uneducated, lazy people who spend more time 
 
complaining than achieving.  With a lack of education we won’t be strong critical thinkers so will be 
 
easily taken in by people who want to exploit us for profit like advertisers and corporate America.  Instead 
 
of defining who we are, people who want to sell us things will continue to shape our wants, desires and  
 
perceptions of ourselves.
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