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  Guideline #1:

    
         PAPER TOPICS







(1) PAPER TOPICS:


OVERVIEW:

All the writing you will be doing in this course is reading-based.  This means that every essay you write will be a response to and analysis of the reading arguing a point of view about the reading.  If you write an essay that does not mention the reading or directly examine the reading, it will be considered off topic and will receive little to no credit.  You will not be writing plot summaries.  You will summarize parts of the reading to support your argument, but summary should not take over your paper.  Each paragraph should serve to prove a clear and specific point and all paragraphs should work together to prove one unifying, thesis (opinion on the reading).  For all papers, except the midterm and final exam, you will be creating your own argument about the assigned reading so that you are writing from a place of interest rather than duty.  You cannot pass this course if you fail to turn in one of the assigned papers.


For the specific due dates and page lengths for each paper, see the course syllabus which is linked from my faculty homepage: http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/bellr/ 


CREATING YOUR OWN ARGUMENT:

For the take home essays, you will be creating your own paper topics based on the reading.  To arrive at a good topic and a strong thesis try this process:

· Brainstorm all the issues, ideas, and themes raised in the reading

· Create complex questions using the journalist questions about the ideas raised in the brainstorm.

· Answer several of your best questions about the reading with your opinion.

· Deepen your answer by answering “so what?” So what is the significance? So what can be learned?

· Gather strong supporting evidence to illustrate and prove your argument.


Fill out a Creating Your Own Argument process sheet to arrive at a strong and interesting argument on which to focus your paper.


PAPER GUIDELINES:

(1)  TOPICS:  For all the papers except the midterm and final, you will select your own paper topic.  Write on an aspect of the reading that is interesting to you!  In the reading, what caught your attention?  Shocked or surprised you?  Compelled you?  Made you want to investigate further?  Remember, for every essay that you write in this course, an analysis of the reading should be the focus.  If your paper doesn't really address or analyze the assigned text, revise it so that it does.

(2) WRITING GUIDELINES:
Take a look at the concise writing guide that gives an overview of all the elements to include in a successful essay.  This will help you as you select your topic and then as you plan and write your paper:

http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/bellr/ReaderWritingGuidelines.htm 


(3)  FORMATTING:  For all the papers you submit in this course you want to use MLA formatting for the titles pages, the page numbering and the Works Cited page.  Also, all pages should be double-spaced with 1 inch margins at the top, sides and bottom of the paper.  For more details, visit: 

http://www.smccd.net/accounts/bellr/ReaderPaperFormatting.htm 


(4) DEADLINES:  Deadlines are given well in advance and are very strict.  I will accept no late work.  You do, however, have 2 late tickets.  If you’re taking the course online, you can turn in two assignments 48 hours after their due date.  If you’re taking the course in the classroom, you can use a late ticket to turn the assignment in the following class.  You cannot use late tickets on timed exams.  I don't recommend you use a late ticket for the first due date of a paper as these are days when you workshop the paper.  If you miss the first workshop due date, you will not get feedback for revision on your paper and since students without papers cannot participate in workshopping, you will lose the participation credit you get for responding to your peers' papers.


(5) TWO DUE DATES:  You'll notice that all the papers have two due dates a week a part.  This allows students a week to revise their essays after receiving peer feedback and to perhaps work with a tutor and/or the instructor on a paper.  If students miss the first due date for a paper, they cannot turn in a revised paper a week later for a grade.  First drafts are not graded.  You cannot pass the course if you fail to submit one of the assigned papers.


(6) PAGE LENGTH:  The page length for papers is also very strict.  I page count all the essays before I read them.  5% (half a grade) is deducted for each half page under and 10% (a full letter grade) is deducted for a full page under.  The page minimums are strict, but you can ignore the page maximums.  If you want to write a long paper, I'll read it.  I encourage students to go above and beyond the assignment.  However, you don't want to turn in a long, rambling paper that isn't concise.  More pages aren’t always better.


(7) TUTORING:  I highly recommend that you take advantage of the tutoring services offered in Skyline’s Learning Center.  Getting feedback is one of the most effective ways for you to improve your writing.  Either come visit me in office hours or visit The Writing and Reading Lab in The Learning Center in building 5, room 5-100 (a floor below the library) which offers a full staff of tutors Monday-Thursday 8am-8pm, F 8-4pm: http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/skytlc/index.asp 


(8) ESSAY CHECKLIST:  To assure that you have all the necessary elements for your paper, download and fill out the Essay Checklist  and be sure all of the elements on the checklist are present in your paper.  You will submit one of these checklists for each of the take home essays (the ones that are not timed essays).
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