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(14) INTRODUCTIONS: 

	WHAT’S THE PURPOSE OF AN INTRODUCTION?


1)   To attract the reader's attention ‑ get him/her interested in reading the paper.

2)   To provide necessary or helpful background information about the topic ‑ to create a context or 
       "set the stage" for the essay so a reader can understand or appreciate your main point.

3)   To state the core idea (thesis) of the essay. 

	WHEN WRITING AN INTRODUCTION, ASK YOURSELF…


1)   Why am I writing about this subject?

2)   What have I experienced or read that leads me to want to address this subject?
3)   How does my main point relate to anything going on in the world? 

4)   Do I need to explain why I think this subject is significant?

5)   Do I need to supply any background information? 
6)   Can I appeal to the reader's self interest?
	HOW DO I BEGIN?


1) Research, take notes, and outline. Prepare before you actually start writing your introduction. First, do some initial research, which should establish what it is you will be writing about, what issue you will be addressing, and why you will take this position. Then actively research by taking notes on your topic. Outline the ideas and arguments that you will make so that you’ll know what to include in your introduction. 

2) Indicate your topic. When you write an introduction, you need to clearly indicate the topic (i.e., the subject matter) that you will be writing about. 

3) Set the foundation for the structure. After you have clearly stated your topic, you will need to address how you’ve organized the body of your essay. You should use the notes and outline you made during your initial research and write a few sentences explaining the order in which your essay will be structured. This will be your readers’ road map. They will know where they will be going as they read and in what order your ideas will be presented. 

4) Writing the thesis. Every good introduction has a clearly stated thesis. The thesis statement is where you will let your readers know what position you will take on your topic. When you write your thesis, don’t be shy: make a bold statement that expresses your position.

5) Keep it short. An introduction must not be so detailed that it includes everything you want to say. Remember that you’re introducing an idea or topic, your structure of the essay, and your thesis statement. A general rule to follow is that the introduction should be about 10% (or less) of your whole paper. 

6) Be creative! An introduction should be structured and follow a format, but that does not mean it has to be boring. Try one of the following techniques to draw people in and really make them want to read your entire essay…                                                                                                             Adapted from ENotes


	HOW CAN I WRITE A CREATIVE AND ENGAGING INTRODUCTION?



There are many creative approaches you can use to draw in your reader’s interest:

1) Relating a short, illustrative anecdote or example

2) Connecting your topic to a familiar experience the reader is likely to have had or a cultural reference they are likely to have shared

3) Posing a provocative question, one that will get your reader thinking

4) Including a short direct quote that illuminates the topic (be sure to give full names of writers, experts, and text titles when you first reference them)

5) Surprising your reader with striking facts or statistics

6) Defining key terms (Avoid defining commonly known words and using the overused dictionary approach, "According to Webster's…")

7) Providing background information and/or history on the topic

8) Stating a problem that will be analyzed or solved 



Remember that there is no single all-purpose formula for successful introductions. You can use any strategy that you wish as long as you prepare the reader fully for what follows in the body of the paper.



	WHAT SHOULD I AVOID IN AN INTRODUCTION?


· Avoid The Generic (an introduction that could be stuck onto any essay about any subject) "In this modern, complex world, we all face many daily problems ...."


· Avoid The Mechanical 
"In this essay, I am going to discuss..." (Note: This approach is not favored in most humanities courses, but may be encouraged in business or science courses)

· Avoid Clichés: Avoid worn out over-used phrases like “According to the dictionary…” and “Don’t judge a book by its cover.”  Use language that is fresh, original and engaging.
· Avoid Dawdling: Get to it. Move confidently into your essay.  Don’t slow your essay down with too much information that doesn’t lead directly up to your thesis.


PRACTICE LOCATING THE APPLIED INTRODUCTION ADVICE: 

These introductions are taken from student essays analyzing the same book Enrique’s Journey 
by Sonia Nazario.  Analyze and describe the different approaches each one used:

                                                 The Destructive Impact on Children “Left-Behind”

 
Imagine children growing-up with their mother and father for the first few years of their life, seeing them daily and forming habits with both parents, when suddenly, one or both parents leave. Although this occurs all over the world, this is starting to become much more of a problem for children in Central America where their parents are leaving their homeland and families to come to the United States. They are leaving for the opportunity to provide a better quality of life for their children by sending money that will allow them to have food, clothing, and will pay for school related expenses. Often, the children that are left behind are not able to fully cope with this loss because of their feelings of abandonment, as was represented in Enrique’s Journey, by Sonia Nazario. The child’s relationship with the parent who has left is damaged and becomes more difficult to repair the longer they are separated from each other. Parents who migrate to the United States have the intent of providing a higher quality of life for the children who are left-behind. However, the benefits aren’t worth the potentially devastating outcomes that children endure due to their feelings of abandonment. 

                                                             A Resolution Long Overdue

               The Federation for American Immigration Reform estimates that “Illegal immigration costs U.S. taxpayers about $113 billion a year at the federal, state and local level” (FAIR).  The U.S. government spends billions of dollars deporting illegal immigrants and billions more funding government programs to assist immigrants who are already in the U.S. Illegal immigration is hurting our borders and the economy.  Sonia Nazario in her book Enrique’s Journey makes vivid the devastating harms of illegal immigration by telling the story of Enrique and his mother. Pushed by the poverty and the lack of opportunities in their country, year after year, millions of people like Enrique and his mother risk their lives trying to escape the impoverished life in Latin America and enter the U.S illegally. After years of debates and reforms, clearly the U.S. policies to solve the illegal immigration issue have proved to be both costly and inefficient. However, so far the main solutions the U.S. employs are immediate deportation of illegal immigrants and border security. The U.S. government should do more than just deporting illegal immigrants and enforcing border security.  Instead the U.S. government needs to encourage and pressure the Latin governments to provide more jobs, government assistance and help improve the quality of life in Latin America so that immigrants like Enrique and his mom are not so pressed to cross the U.S border illegally.

                                                         There’s Always Another Choice

Throughout my childhood, my father had to leave my mother, my two sisters and me for weeks and often months at a time as a large part of his job involved travel.  When he came home, we were often shy with him, like he was a stranger visiting and before we could bond with him, he was gone again.  As a result, I don’t think we ever formed a strong emotional attachment to him and to this day, he still feels somewhat like a stranger.  I know he worked to support us but I can’t let go of the resentment over the lost years.  When I read Sonia Nazario’s Enrique’s Journey, I understood Enrique’s deep resentment for his mother who left him to go to the U.S. when he was five years old to earn money for the family.  Logically, I understood what drove her as they lived in extreme poverty and the future for her children was financially bleak, but emotionally, I didn’t.  
I feel Lourdes, as a mother, could have made a better choice because when it comes to children, a parent’s supportive presence should prevail over financial concerns.
                                                       A Mother’s Choice, A Child’s Longing

Would you rather leave your child to improve his living condition by illegally immigrating to another country for better work or stay by your child’s side and watching him suffer from poverty and hunger?  That hardly seems like a fair choice as it is a no-win situation.  However, every year too many women throughout Central America are compelled to make this difficult decision, and that is where the story begins in the book Enrique’s Journey by Sonia Nazario.  A heartbreaking and moving story of a fifteen year old boy, Enrique, who follows his mother, Lourdes, to America eleven tumultuous years after she leaves him behind to find opportunity there.  Through Nazario’s work we experience the life of an immigrant child and mother and see up-close the strain endured by these families and the rejection that is felt by the children who are left behind.  It is clear that unstable governments and economic policies in Central America must improve so that mothers won’t be forced to make the horrible choice to leave.  A rich country like the U.S must intervene so parents can take care of their children in their own countries or else there will continue to be generations of children turning to drugs, crime, and gangs which have a devastating impact on all of us.


                                                          Putting a Price on a Mother’s Love

          “The most terrible poverty is loneliness and the feeling of being unloved.” -- Mother Theresa. 

When the family unit is sacrificed for the sole benefit of financial stability, it can only lead to the destruction of its main motivation – the family. Driven by extreme impoverished conditions, the once tightly knit families of Central America are being divided as immigrants leave for the United States in search of better opportunities. The rising numbers of abandoned children set out on their own to find their mothers in the United States. The journey is dangerous without any promises of survival or success. But for the children they leave behind, dealing with the emotional trauma of abandonment is more difficult than the physical pain of hunger. The permanent scar it leaves on a child will never heal.  Maternal abandonment leaves the children to deal with significant emotional, mental and psychological after effects (Gerlach).  For every mother deciding to leave her children behind, there comes the risk of losing the love of your children. In Lourdes’ case in Enrique’s Journey by Sonia Nazario, her choice and her many years of absence causes her to lose a part of her son, Enrique, permanently. 


                                       The Children of the Undocumented:  A Struggle to Thrive

 
            When you plant a seed, you must nurture it.  You must provide it with the right amount of water, sunlight and a soil rich in nutrients.  If any one of these elements is lacking, the plant will never grow properly.  It may sprout initially, but it will become weaker until it withers and goes back into the earth.  The same can be said for raising a child.  To grow a well-rounded and secure human being one needs to provide food, shelter, and dedicated emotional guidance.  Enrique’s Journey by Sonia Nazario shows how the love and guidance a child needs from a parent is vital for healthy growth survival. Children are being left to grow wild, like weeds, so turn to hurtful nutrients like drugs and exist in harmful environments, like gangs. The sad truth is that Enrique’s story is one of millions.  As immigrants leave their families and children behind to migrate to the United States searching for economic stability, they are tearing apart the family structure for which they are making such huge sacrifices to preserve.  By leaving their children behind, migrants are causing the deterioration of the Latin American culture and destroying its historically close family structure.
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