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(3) READING STRATEGIES: 5 Methods


Reading Strategy I: The PRO Reading Process

The PRO process was developed by Roberta Alexander and Jan Lombardi in their textbook, A Community of Readers. This reading process is divided into four major steps:

	P= PREPARE TO READ

       Preview: look at titles and subtitles, objectives, introduction, final review or 
                            summary, headings, subheadings, visual aids, italicized and boldfaced  
                            words, and review questions at the end of the chapter.

       Purpose:  Determine your purpose as a reader to decide how much time you 
                            will need and what reading strategies you will use.
       Previous knowledge: Schema is our prior knowledge and experiences.  
                            Activating your schema is when you consider what you already know 
                            on a topic.  Understanding a text is easier when we can draw on what 
                            we already know.  Expanding our schema and connecting new 
                            information strengthens a person’s reading comprehension. 
       Predict:   Ask questions about what you expect or would like to learn. 

R= READ ACTIVELY

       Become involved: Search for the meaning of the author’s words. Create visual 
                            images.  Determine whether the writer has fulfilled your predictions. 
       Be interested and alert: Be open-minded, look for answers to your questions, 
                            and choose a place and time when you can focus best.
       Highlight and take notes as you read: Highlight important passages and 
                            quotes.  Write notes in the margins reflecting your ideas, questions, and 
                            the key points of the reading.
       Monitor your comprehension: Periodically, ask yourself “What have I just 
                            read?” and “What are the most important points?”

R= REFLECT

       Discover new ideas
       Connect new knowledge to previous knowledge
       Use critical thinking skills to evaluate your new knowledge


O= ORGANIZE: SURE

       S= Select the facts you need to know
       U= Use the material you’ve selected
       R= Recite the information (self-test)
       E= Examine yourself periodically (review)



Reading Strategy II: Annotating Your Text

Annotating is a method to mark up an assigned reading selection, such as highlighting main ideas and writing your comments in the margins. Reading with a pencil in hand will help you to maintain a high level of concentration for you’ll be actively seeking out the main ideas, and the process of writing will enable you to refine your responses to the selection.

Annotating is extremely useful for studying for tests as well as writing essays. Number one, as opposed to rereading the entire selection, you can simply take note of the important ideas that you’ve already highlighted. Your marked up book will come in handy especially when taking timed open-book exams. Number two, as opposed to generating essay ideas from scratch, you’ll already have your questions and responses in the margins of the text. Clearly marked up reading selections will serve as valuable reference tools and memory aids for years to come.

SUGGESTIONS FOR ANNOTATING:

1) Read first and then highlight selectively. Too much highlighting defeats the purpose of creating an efficient review tool. Make conscious decisions about what to highlight, and limit the amount. Highlight only the ideas that most accurately state the main point of that section.

2) Number related sub-points. For example, if the essay is making an argument, number each of the main supporting points. Or if the selection is describing a process, number each of the major steps.

3) Circle specialized vocabulary. Part of becoming a member of an academic community is learning its language. Much like learning a foreign language, you’ll want to take special note of new vocabulary that will be critical to your participation in this new community. Write brief definitions in the margins if necessary.

4) Code in the margins. Once you encounter a main idea, write a one-to-three word description that captures the essence of the idea in the margin. Coding helps you clearly see the main and most important points of a text.  Also, when reviewing a text, reading just the coded words in the margins will create a clear summary of all the main ideas and concepts of a text.  
5) In the margins, write your own ideas, drawing from your own knowledge and experience, and make connections with your other classes. For example, you may want to write responses such as "Good point!" "I see your point, but I don't agree because…," "I can think of more supporting evidence such as…," "You're jumping to conclusions..." and “This idea connects with what I’m studying in another class in that…”  
6)  Write questions as you read. Be a critical thinker while you read. What questions do the main ideas raise for you? What lingering questions do you have despite having read the selection? How does the information relate to your life or to issues that you are exploring in other realms of your life, such as your other classes?

PRACTICE ANNOTATING YOUR TEXT:

Read the text below carefully. As you read, do the following:

(1) In the left margin write your own QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS, adding your own 
      reactions as you read, your own observations, and questions you have. 

(2) Throughout the text, UNDERLINE OR HIGHLIGHT the main points and good quotes.

(3) Throughout the text, CIRCLE unknown vocabulary and after you read, look up the words 
      and write in the definitions.

(4) In the right margin CODE, meaning write a one-to-three word description that 
      captures the essence of each paragraph.


Reading selection:  “Learning to Read” excerpt from The Autobiography of Malcolm X

  
 

MALCOLM X

Born Malcolm Little on May 19, 1925, Malcolm X was one of the most articulate and 
 
powerful leaders of black America during the 1960s. A street hustler convicted of robbery 
 
in 1946, he spent seven years in prison, where he educated himself and became a disciple 
 
of Elijah Muhammad, founder of the Nation of Islam. In the days of the civil rights movement,   
 
Malcolm X emerged as the leading spokesman for black separatism, a philosophy that urged 
 
black Americans to cut political, social, and economic ties with the white community. After a  
 
pilgrimage to Mecca, the capital of the Muslim world, in 1964, he became an orthodox Muslim, 
 
adopted the Muslim name El Hajj Malik El-Shabazz, and distanced himself from the teachings 
 
of the black Muslims. He was assassinated in 1965. In the following excerpt from his 
 
autobiography (1965), coauthored with Alex Haley and published the year of his death, 
 
Malcolm X describes his self-education.

 

It was because of my letters that I happened to stumble upon starting to acquire some 
 
kind of a homemade education.

 
 
I became increasingly frustrated at not being able to express what I wanted to convey in 
 
letters that I wrote, especially those to Mr. Elijah Muhammad. In the street, I had been the most 
 
articulate hustler out there. I had commanded attention when I said something. But now, trying 
 
to write simple English, I not only wasn’t articulate, I wasn’t even functional. How would I 
 
sound writing in slang, the way 1 would say it, something such as, “Look, daddy, let me pull 
 
your coat about a cat, Elijah Muhammad—”
Many who today hear me somewhere in person, or on television, or those who read 
something I’ve said, will think I went to school far beyond the eighth grade. This impression 
is due entirely to my prison studies.

It had really begun back in the Charlestown Prison, when Bimbi first made me feel envy 
of his stock of knowledge. Bimbi had always taken charge of any conversations he was in, and 
I had tried to emulate him. But every book I picked up had few sentences which didn’t contain anywhere from one to nearly all of the words that might as well have been in Chinese. When 
I just skipped those words, of course, I really ended up with little idea of what the book said. 
So I had come to the Norfolk Prison Colony still going through only book-reading motions. 
Pretty soon, I would have quit even these motions, unless I had received the motivation that I 
did.

I saw that the best thing I could do was get hold of a dictionary—to study, to learn some 
words. I was lucky enough to reason also that I should try to improve my penmanship. It was 
sad.  I couldn’t even write in a straight line. It was both ideas together that moved me to request 
a dictionary along with some tablets and pencils from the Norfolk Prison Colony school.

I spent two days just riffling uncertainly through the dictionary’s pages. I’d never realized 
so many words existed! I didn’t know which words I needed to learn. Finally, just to start some 
kind of action, I began copying.

In my slow, painstaking, ragged handwriting, I copied into my tablet everything printed 
on that first page, down to the punctuation marks.

I believe it took me a day. Then, aloud, I read back, to myself, everything I’d written on the tablet.  Over and over, aloud, to myself, I read my own handwriting.

I woke up the next morning, thinking about those words—immensely proud to realize that 
not only had I written so much at one time, but I’d written words that I never knew were in the world. Moreover, with a little effort, I also could remember what many of these words meant. 
I reviewed the words whose meanings I didn’t remember. Funny thing, from the dictionary 
first page right now, that “aardvark” springs to my mind. The dictionary had a picture of it, a 
long-tailed, long-eared, burrowing African mammal, which lives off termites caught by sticking 
out its tongue as an anteater does for ants.

I was so fascinated that I went on—I copied the dictionary’s next page. And the same 
experience came when I studied that. With every succeeding page, I also learned of people and places and events from history. Actually the dictionary is like a miniature encyclopedia. Finally 
the dictionary’s A section had filled a whole tablet—and I went on into the B’s. That was the 
way I started copying what eventually became the entire dictionary. It went a lot faster after so 
much practice helped me to pick up handwriting speed. Between what I wrote in my tablet, and writing letters, during the rest of my time in prison I would guess I wrote a million words.

I suppose it was inevitable that as my word-base broadened, I could for the first time pick 
up a book and read and now begin to understand what the book was saying. Anyone who has 
read a great deal can imagine the new world that opened. Let me tell you something: from then 
until I left that prison, in every free moment I had, if I was not reading in the library, I was 
reading on my bunk. You couldn’t have gotten me out of books with a wedge. Between Mr. Muhammad’s teachings, my correspondence, my visitors—usually Ella and Reginald—and my reading of books, months passed without my even thinking about being imprisoned. In fact, up 
to then, I never had been so truly free in my life.

The Norfolk Prison Colony’s library was in the school building. A variety of classes was 
taught there by instructors who came from such places as Harvard and Boston universities. The weekly debates between inmate teams were also held in the school building. You would be astonished to know how worked up convict debaters and audiences would get over subjects like “Should Babies Be Fed Milk?”

Available on the prison library’s shelves were books on just about every general subject. 
Much of the big private collection that Parkhurst had willed to the prison was still in crates 
and boxes in the back of the library—thousands of old books. Some of them looked ancient: 
covers faded; old-time parchment-looking binding. Parkhurst, I’ve mentioned, seemed to have 
been principally interested in history and religion. He had the money and the special interest to 
have a lot of books that you wouldn’t have in general circulation. Any college library would 
have been lucky to get that collection.

 
As you can imagine, especially in a prison where there was heavy emphasis on 
rehabilitation, an inmate was smiled upon if he demonstrated an unusually intense interest in 
books. There was a sizable number of well-read inmates, especially the popular debaters, Some 
were said by many to be practically walking encyclopedias.          
They were almost celebrities. No university would ask any student to devour literature as 
I did when this new world opened to me, of being able to read and understand.

 
I read more in my room than in the library itself. An inmate who was known to read a lot 
could check out more than the permitted maximum number of books. I preferred reading in 
the total isolation of my own room.

 
When I had progressed to really serious reading, every night at about ten P.M. I would be outraged with the “lights out.” It always seemed to catch me right in the middle of something engrossing.

 
Fortunately, right outside my door was a corridor light that cast a glow into my room. 
The glow was enough to read by, once my eyes adjusted to it. So when “lights out” came, I 
would sit on the floor where I could continue reading in that glow.

 
At one-hour intervals the night guards paced past every room. Each time I heard the 
approaching footsteps, I jumped into bed and feigned sleep. And as soon as the guard passed, 
I got back out of bed onto the floor area of that light-glow, where I would read for another 
fifty-eight minutes—until the guard approached again. That went on until three or four every morning. Three or four hours of sleep a night was enough for me. Often in the years in the 
streets I had slept less than that.

 
The teachings of Mr. Muhammad stressed how history had been “whitened”—when white 
men had written history books, the black man simply had been left out...I never will forget 
how shocked I was when I began reading about slavery’s total horror. It made such an impact 
upon me that it later became one of my favorite subjects when I became a minister of Mr. Muhammad’s. The world’s most monstrous crime, the sin and the blood on the white man’s 
hands, are almost impossible to believe...I read descriptions of atrocities, saw those illustrations 
of black slave women tied up and flogged with whips; of black mothers watching their babies being dragged off, never to be seen by their mothers again; of dogs after slaves, and of the 
fugitive slave catchers, evil white men with whips and clubs and chains and guns...

 
Book after book showed me how the white man had brought upon the world’s black, 
brown, red, and yellow peoples every variety of the sufferings of exploitation. I saw how 
since the sixteenth century, the so-called “Christian trader” white man began to ply the seas in 
his lust for Asian and African empires, and plunder, and power. I read, I saw, how the white 
man never has gone among the non-white peoples bearing the Cross in the true manner and 
spirit of Christ’s teachings—meek, humble, and Christlike… 

 
I have often reflected upon the new vistas that reading opened to me. I knew right there 
in prison that reading had changed forever the course of my life. As I see it today, the ability 
to read awoke inside me some long dormant craving to be mentally alive. I certainly wasn’t 
seeking any degree, the way a college confers a status symbol upon its students. My homemade education gave me, with every additional book that I read, a little bit more sensitivity to the 
deafness, dumbness, and blindness that was afflicting the black race in America. Not long ago, 
an English writer telephoned me from London, asking questions. One was, “What’s your alma mater?” I told him, “Books.” You will never catch me with a free fifteen minutes in which I’m 
not studying something I feel might be able to help the black man.
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See an example of an annotated text here with the strategies 1-4 listed below applied:

(1) In the left margin write your own QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS, adding your own
reactions as you read, your own observations, and questions you have.

" (2) Throughout the text, UNDERLINE OR HIGHLIGHT the main points and good quotes.

(3) Throughout the text, CIRCLE unknown vocabulary and after you read, look up the words
and write in the definitions.

(4) In the right margin CODE, meaning write a one-to-three word description that
captures the essence of each paragraph.
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Reading Strategy III: KWL+


"Critical reading is an active process of discovery. You discover an author's view on a subject; you enter a dialogue with the author; you discover the strengths and weaknesses of the author's thesis or argument; and you decide if you agree or disagree with the author's views…By questioning and analyzing what the author says with respect to other experiences or views of the issue-- including your own-- you actively enter a dialogue or a debate and seek the truth on your own."                           
                                              -- Gary Goshgarian, The Contemporary Reader 

	(Before reading): What do I KNOW? 


	(Before reading): What do I WANT to learn?

	(After reading): What did I LEARN?


	(After reading): What MORE do I want to learn?


Reading Strategy IV: Levels of Reading Comprehension

Literal Level—What did the author say?
At the literal level you understand the facts that are clearly stated within the material.  This is the beginning and also the least sophisticated level of reading.  At this level you might be able to answer detail questions such as who, what, when, and where, but not understand the overall purpose of the message (the why).

Interpretive Level—What did the author mean by what was said?
At this level you make assumptions and draw conclusions by considering the stated message, the implied meaning, the facts, and the author’s attitude toward the subject.  You combine the stated and unstated clues in order to answer why questions to figure out relationships, connections between ideas and events, character development, figurative language, and complex sequences of events.

Applied Level—How does the author’s message apply to other situations?
This level calls for reaction, reflection, and critical thinking.  This highest, most sophisticated level involves analyzing, synthesizing, and evaluating.  You integrate what is said with what is meant and apply it to new situations and experiences, thus making wider use of what you have just learned.  You are aware of the author’s style and technique and of your own level of appreciation.  You judge the value of the information and of the writing as a piece of literary work.


APPLYING THE LEVELS OF READING TO A TEXT:

	Literal Level—What did the author say?









	Interpretive Level—What did the author mean by what was said?









	Applied Level—How does the author’s message apply to other situations?











Reading Strategy V: Learning Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes 


                                                Prefixes  – Set One


	    Prefix:
	   Meaning:
	Add an example 

under each given:
	   Use one of the examples in a sentence:



	1.  a-


	without, not,

opposite
	atypical
	

	2.  ab-


	away, from
	abnormal
	

	3.  ad-


	toward
	advance
	

	4.  ambi-


	both
	ambiguous
	

	5.  anti-


	against
	antisocial
	

	6.  bene-


	well, good
	benefit
	

	7.  bi-, du-, di-


	two or twice
	bicycle, duplex,
dichotomy 
	

	8.  cent-


	hundred
	century
	

	9. con-, com-, syn-

    
	with, together
	convene, complex,

synthesize
	

	10.  de-


	down, from
	detract
	

	11.  dec, deca-


	ten
	decade, decadence
	

	12.  dia-


	through
	diameter
	

	13.  dis-


	not, opposite of
	dislike
	

	14.  ex-


	out, from
	exhale
	

	15.  hyper-


	above, excessive
	hyperactive
	

	16.  il-, im-, in-


	not
	illogical, immature,
inability
	

	17.  im-, in-


	in, into
	inside, import
	

	18.  inter-


	between
	interrupt
	

	19.  intra-


	within
	intramurals
	

	20.  juxta-


	next to
	juxtaposition 
	


                                                Prefixes  – Set Two

	    Prefix:
	   Meaning:
	Add an example 

under each given:
	   Use one of the examples in a sentence:



	1.  mal-, mis-


	wrong, ill
	malformed, mistake
	

	2.  nove, non-


	nine
	novena, nonagon
	

	3.  oct-, octo-


	eight
	octet, octopus
	

	4.  omni-


	all
	omnipotent
	

	5.  per-


	through
	pervade
	

	6.  peri-


	around
	perimeter
	

	7.  poly-


	many
	polygamy


	

	8.  post-


	after
	postscript
	

	9.  pre-


	before
	prepared


	

	10. quad-, quadra-


	four
	quadrilateral, quadrant
	

	11.  quint-


	five
	quintuplet 
	

	12.  re-


	back, again
	review
	

	13.  retro-


	backward
	retrospect
	

	14.  sequ-


	follow
	sequence
	

	15.  sex-


	six
	sextet
	

	16.  sub-


	under
	submarine
	

	17.  temp-


	time
	tempo
	

	18.  trans-


	across
	translate
	

	19.  tri-


	three
	triangle
	

	20.  uni-


	one
	unicorn
	


                                                    Roots – Set One




	    Root:
	   Meaning:
	Add an example 

under each given:
	   Use one of the examples in a sentence:



	1.  anima


	breath, spirit
	animate
	

	2.  aqua


	water
	aquarium
	

	3.  auto


	self
	autonomy
	

	4.  bio


	life
	biology
	

	5.  dent


	teeth
	dental
	

	6.  derma


	skin
	dermatologist
	

	7.  duc, duct


	to lead
	conducive, conduct
	

	8.  err, errat


	to wander
	error, erratic
	

	9.  ethno


	race, tribe
	ethnocentrism
	

	10.  fac, fact


	to do, make
	manufacture, deface
	

	11.  gene


	race, kind, sex
	genetics
	

	12.  grad


	to go, take steps
	graduation
	

	13.  gyn


	woman
	gynecologist
	

	14.  hab, habi


	to have, hold
	habitual, habitat
	

	15.  lith


	stone
	monolith
	

	16.  log


	speech, science
	dialogue
	

	17.  lum


	light
	illuminate
	

	18.  meter


	to measure
	barometer
	

	19.  miss, mit


	to send, let go
	missile, admit
	

	20.  mut, muta


	to change
	commute, mutation 
	


                                                Roots – Set Two


	    Root:
	   Meaning:
	Add an example 

under each given:
	   Use one of the examples in a sentence:



	1.  neg, negat


	to say no, deny
	neglect, negative
	

	2.  ortho


	right, straight
	orthodox
	

	3.  pater


	father
	paternal
	

	4.  path


	disease, feeling
	pathology
	

	5.  phobia


	fear
	claustrophobia
	

	6.  phon, phono


	sound
	phonics, phonograph
	

	7.  plic


	to fold
	duplicate
	

	8.  pon, pos


	to place
	ponder, position
	

	9.  port


	to carry
	portable
	

	10.  psych


	mind
	psychology
	

	11.  pyr


	fire
	pyromaniac
	

	12.  quir


	to ask
	inquire
	

	13.  scrib


	to write
	prescribe
	

	14.  sol


	alone
	solitude
	

	15.  soph


	wise
	sophomore
	

	16.  soror


	sister
	sorority
	

	17.  tact


	to touch
	tactile
	

	18.  tele


	distant
	telephone
	

	19.  therm

	heat
	thermometer
	

	20.  tort


	twist
	torture
	


                                                      Suffixes


	    Suffix:
	   Meaning:
	Add an example 

under each given:
	   Use one of the examples in a sentence:



	1.  -able, -ible


	capable of
	durable, tangible
	

	2.  -age


	act of, state of
	breakage
	

	3.  -al


	pertaining to
	rental
	

	4.  -ant


	quality of, one who
	servant
	

	5. -arium, -orium


	place for
	auditorium, aquarium
	

	6.  -ate


	cause to be
	activate
	

	7.  -esque


	like in manner
	picturesque
	

	8.  -fic


	making, causing
	scientific
	

	9.  -form


	in the shape of
	chloroform 
	

	10.  -ful


	full of
	beautiful
	

	11.  -fy


	to make, cause to be
	magnify
	

	12.  -hood


	condition or state of
	childhood
	

	13.  -ics


	art, science
	mathematics
	

	14.  -itis


	inflammation of
	appendicitis 
	

	15.  -latry


	worship of
	idolatry
	

	16.  -less


	without
	homeless
	

	17.  -oid


	in the form of
	tabloid
	

	18.  -tude


	quality or degree of
	solitude
	

	19.  -wards


	in a direction of
	backwards
	

	20.  -wise


	way, position
	clockwise
	


                            What clues help unlock the meaning of new words?

To unlock the meaning of a new word, first try to figure out the definition from the context of the sentence and paragraph in which it is used. Next, look for a familiar root, prefix, or suffix in the structure of the word itself. The following suggestions can help you unlock word meanings.

Use context clues: In some cases, words are defined directly in the sentences in which they appear; in other instances, the sentences offer clues or hints that enable you to arrive indirectly at the meaning of the word. 

· Definition: The unknown word is defined within the sentence or paragraph. For example, the hungry campers started to devour the pizzas after having been in the wilderness for the past week, eagerly eating every crumb.

· Elaborating Details: Descriptive details suggest the meaning of the unknown word. For example, the young man in the photo had a striking and gaunt appearance. His clothes hung loosely on his thin body, as if he had not eaten in weeks.

· Elaborating Examples: An anecdote or example before or after the word suggests the meaning. For example, after three days at sea, the fishermen were famished. They said they could eat an entire whale if catching one were still allowed.


· Comparison: A similar situation suggests the meaning of the unknown word. For example, before being offered a generous five-year contract, the quarterback underwent more scrutiny than a fugitive being investigated by the FBI.

· Contrast: An opposite situation suggests the meaning of the unknown word. For example, even though she appears indefatigable during the workday, she is generally exhausted by 6 p.m.

Use word parts:

· Roots: The root is the stem or basic part of the word. The roots that we use are derived primarily from Latin and Greek. For example, port is a root derived from Latin meaning "to carry," as in the word porter.

· Prefixes: A prefix is a group of letters with a special meaning that is added to the beginning of a word. For example, ex means "out of" and im means "into." Adding these two prefixes to port gives two words that are opposite in meaning. Export means to "send something out of the country" whereas import means "to bring something in."

· Suffixes: A suffix is a group of letters with a special meaning that is added to the end of a word. A suffix can alter the meaning of a word as well as the way the word can be used in the sentence. For example, the  er in porter means "the person who" and makes the word into the name of a person. On the other hand, adding able, which means "capable of," to port does not change the meaning as much as it changes the way the word can be used in the sentence. Some suffixes, therefore, have more meaning than others, but all alter the way the word can be used in a sentence. 

                      


                         Figuring Out Words in Context: Prefixes—Set One

Read the paragraph below.  Afterwards, without using a dictionary give the definition of the italicized words using the context clues.  Also give the definition of the prefix used. 


Once there was a ruler of a country who was asked to abdicate her position because she had become unpopular with the people.  A group of nobles interceded on her behalf arguing that she was a very beneficent ruler and that the reasons given by those asking for her removal were illogical and violated the sacred traditions of the country.  They also argued that if she were removed, then anarchy would sweep the land.  Those who demanded that she step down congregated in the main square of the capital and decided that if she would not willingly abdicate, then they would need to seek expel her but they knew this would be very difficult because the country’s laws on the issue of abdication were ambiguous and could therefore be manipulated by those sympathetic to the ruler.  The people felt that not only did they want to remove the ruler herself but also the dichotomous system of government that gave only the ruler and the nobles any power or decision-making.  They proposed more of a synthesis of power between the upper as well as lower classes.

	Define the prefix ab-:

What is the meaning of abdicate:

What context clues did you use:


	Define the prefix con-:

What is the meaning of congregated:

What context clues did you use:



	Define the prefix inter-:

What is the meaning of interceded:

What context clues did you use:


	Define the prefix ex-:

What is the meaning of expel:

What context clues did you use:



	Define the prefix bene-:

What is the meaning of beneficent:

What context clues did you use:



	Define the prefix ambi-:

What is the meaning of ambiguous:

What context clues did you use:



	Define the prefix il-:

What is the meaning of illogical:

What context clues did you use:


	Define the prefix di-:

What is the meaning of dichotomous:

What context clues did you use:



	Define the prefix a-:

What is the meaning of anarchy:

What context clues did you use:


	Define the prefix syn-:

What is the meaning of synthesis:

What context clues did you use:




                      Figuring Out Words in Context: Prefixes Set Two

Read the paragraph below.  Afterwards, without using a dictionary give the definition of the italicized words using the context clues.  Also give the definition of the prefix used.


Maria and Anthony tried for many years to have children.  With her perennial courage, Maria endured many corrective surgeries and treatments but to no avail.  Finally, she tried fertility drugs even though she knew a woman who had done the same and her child came out malformed.  Maria told Anthony that she wished she were omnipotent so that she could fix her difficulties without the use of medication.  Maria had many negative preconceptions about the use of fertility drugs, but Anthony helped her learn the actual risks and benefits.  Therefore, she began treatment and they became pregnant.  They were both overjoyed.  In Maria’s second trimester, the doctor told her that she was carrying quadruplets.  The doctor explained about polyembryony and how this was a common occurrence for women who use fertility drugs.  At first, Maria did not tell Anthony, and she felt very subversive and guilty about it.  A few weeks passed, and she finally told him the news and to her surprise he was overjoyed as he had always wanted a very large family.  With his support and her strength, she delivered all the babies and they were all healthy.  She suffered a small amount of postpartum depression, but once she began the full-time job of talking care of all her beautiful children when she looked in retrospect at her choices, she was very pleased.

	Define the prefix per-:

What is the meaning of perennial:

What context clues did you use:


	Define the prefix quad-:

What is the meaning of quadruplets:

What context clues did you use:



	Define the prefix mal-:

What is the meaning of malformed:

What context clues did you use:


	Define the prefix poly-:

What is the meaning of polyembryony:

What context clues did you use:



	Define the prefix omni-:

What is the meaning of omnipotent:

What context clues did you use:



	Define the prefix sub-:

What is the meaning of subversive:

What context clues did you use:



	Define the prefix pre-:

What is the meaning of preconceptions:

What context clues did you use:


	Define the prefix post-:

What is the meaning of postpartum:

What context clues did you use:



	Define the prefix tri-:

What is the meaning of trimester:

What context clues did you use:


	Define the prefix retro-:

What is the meaning of retrospect:

What context clues did you use:




                              Figuring Out Words in Context: Roots—Set One

Read the paragraph below.  Afterwards, without using a dictionary give the definition of the italicized words using the context clues.  Also give the definition of the root used.


When Jeannine began college, she was convinced that she wanted to become a gynecologist because she was from a family of doctors.  However, in class one day as they were looking at a biopsy of infected cells, she felt nauseous.  Besides, she never liked her genetics class, so she could now drop this course which was bringing down her G.P.A..  When she told her mother she was changing her major, her mother supported her but warned her not to make such drastic changes habitual.  Her mother recommended that she consider instead dermatology because her uncle George who had his own practice enjoyed a good income and complete autonomy.  Jeannine, however, said she was done with all medically related fields.  She considered the classes she had taken and liked so far.  She considered becoming an ethnographer but was not sure if she wanted to take all the required Anthropology classes for that field of work.  She had also enjoyed her Marine Biology class but decided it was not for her as she was not very aquatic.  Her mother deduced Jeannine’s indecision from her troubled expression and told her not to worry so much because choosing a major much less a career was a very gradual process and that she still had lots of time.
	Define the root gyn:

What is the meaning of gynecologist:

What context clues did you use:


	Define the root auto:

What is the meaning of autonomy:

What context clues did you use:



	Define the root bio:

What is the meaning of biopsy:

What context clues did you use:


	Define the root ethno:

What is the meaning of ethnographer:

What context clues did you use:



	Define the root gene:

What is the meaning of genetics:

What context clues did you use:



	Define the root aqua:

What is the meaning of aquatic:

What context clues did you use:



	Define the root habi:

What is the meaning of habitual:

What context clues did you use:


	Define the root duc:

What is the meaning of deduced:

What context clues did you use:



	Define the root derma:

What is the meaning of dermatology:

What context clues did you use:


	Define the root grad:

What is the meaning of gradual:

What context clues did you use:




                              Figuring Out Words in Context: Roots—Set Two

Read the paragraph below.  Afterwards, without using a dictionary give the definition of the italicized words using the context clues.  Also give the definition of the root used.


Off in a small, remote village, lived a little old inventor.  He lived at the edge of town all by himself and had no children, but he was very paternal.  He suffered from agoraphobia so instead of going out, he would invite the children of the town into his workshop and teach them about his inventions.  One of the children’s favorite inventions was a polyphonic instrument that when contorted could be heard throughout the village.  Another favorite was a machine that would record a speaker’s soliloquy and transcribe what he or she said.  The inventor even had a painting that changed colors when tactilely triggered and a lamp that produced pyrotechnics when someone sneezed.  The adults of the town thought that the inventor was very unorthodox and perhaps a little pathetic for his hermit-like ways, but they respected him…from a distance.

	Define the root pater:

What is the meaning of paternal:

What context clues did you use:


	Define the root scribe:

What is the meaning of transcribe:

What context clues did you use:



	Define the root phobia:

What is the meaning of agoraphobia:

What context clues did you use:


	Define the root tact:

What is the meaning of tactilely:

What context clues did you use:



	Define the root phonic:

What is the meaning of polyphonic:

What context clues did you use:



	Define the root pyr:

What is the meaning of pyrotechnics:

What context clues did you use:



	Define the root tort:

What is the meaning of contorted:

What context clues did you use:


	Define the root ortho:

What is the meaning of unorthodox:

What context clues did you use:



	Define the root sol:

What is the meaning of soliloquy:

What context clues did you use:


	Define the root path:

What is the meaning of pathetic:

What context clues did you use:




                                 Creating Words in Context—Suffixes

Now that you have practiced figuring out words in context, let’s practice creating words in context.  In other words, it’s time to put your expanded vocabulary to use and create your own paragraph.  

Create words using the following suffixes:

	Suffix:
	A word using that suffix:
	Suffix:
	A word using that suffix:

	(1)  –able or 

      –ible
	
	(6)   –arium or

       –orium
	

	(2)  –age
	
	(7)   –hood
	

	(3)  –ant
	
	(8)    –less
	

	(4)  –esque
	
	(9)    –tude
	

	(5)  –fy
	
	(10)  –wise
	


Now, create a paragraph (it can be a story, an explanation, a how to, an argument, a description) using the 10 words you created above.  The paragraph must make sense as a whole. 
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