CREATING YOUR OWN ARGUMENT:
Brainstorm the issues, ideas and themes raised in the reading (a minimum of 15):

Creating a thesis:  Remember: every thesis and topic sentence must contain not only a topic but also opinion words, which tell us the attitude of the writer toward the topic.
(1) Form questions using 
             
(2) Create a thesis;
       

(3) Deepen the thesis by asking

words from the brainstorm      (   
answer the questions    (   
“so what”? So what is the 

(use the journalists’ questions:
    

(seek opinions that need to         
 significance?  So what can be  

who, what, how, why, where, when)
     
be proven not unarguable facts)    learned? So what is the impact?

Practice in creating a thesis:





.
(1) Create questions using words from the brainstorm (a minimum of 3 complex questions): 
(2) Answer your best questions (a minimum 2 well-reasoned answers with your opinion):

(3) Deepen your best answer to #2; take it a step further by asking “so what”?  So what is the 
      significance?  So what can be learned?  So what is the outcome or impact?  
GATHERING EVIDENCE FOR AN ARGUMENT:
Now that you have created a rough thesis statement, you can start to build the foundations of a paper by gathering strong supporting evidence.  Below is a process to help you:

(4)  Revise your potential argument—improve what you arrived at for #3 and write it below 
       (remember, it needs to be arguable, meaning that someone can disagree.  It also needs to be 
        directly related to the reading you are responding to):



(5)  Go through the main text(s) you are writing on and list all the passages (using page 
       numbers) that directly prove and/or illustrate your argument:



(6)  List potential outside evidence, such as real life examples, facts, personal knowledge, 
       personal experience, research, etc. that could possibly further prove and/or illustrate your 
       argument: 


(7)  Explain the significance of the evidence you have gathered.  So what do these patterns 
      reveal?  So what can we learn from this information?  So what is the larger impact of the 
      issues you have raised?


Now you are ready to organize your ideas into a formal outline—the next step in the process…
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