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CREATING YOUR OWN ARGUMENT:
EXAMPLE:  Brainstorm the issues, ideas and themes raised in the reading (a minimum of 15):
	        homemade education                                           blacks left out of history
        street smart                                                           horrors of slavery
        becomes book smart                                            whites exploiting others
        self-taught                                                            actions un-Christian
        criticizes mainstream education                          reading changed life
        motivation                                                           freedom through reading
        determination                                                      free from: racism, slavery/imprisonment, self hate
        education in prison = respect                              focus on black race
        power through words                                          strong work ethic
        8th grade dropout                                                 Nation of Islam and Elijah Mohammed
        learned love of reading                                       deafness, dumbness, blindness
        untraditional education                                       books to uplift



Creating a thesis:  Remember: every thesis and topic sentence must contain not only a topic but also opinion words, which tell us the attitude of the writer toward the topic.
(1) Form questions using
             
(2) Create a thesis;
       

(3) Deepen the thesis by asking

words from the brainstorm      (   
answer the questions    (   
“so what”? So what is the 
(use the journalists’ questions:
    

(seek opinions that need to         
 significance?  So what can be  

who, what, how, why, where, when)
     
be proven not unarguable facts)    learned? So what is the impact?
Practice in creating a thesis:





.
(1)  Create questions using words from the brainstorm (a minimum of 3 complex questions): 
What caused the deafness, dumbness and blindness Malcolm X claims afflicts the black race?
Why was Malcolm X so angry at whites and was this anger justified?
How did reading about things he wasn’t taught in school, like slavery, shape Malcolm X’s beliefs?

What can we learn by analyzing Malcolm X’s strong work ethic?

(2)  Answer your best questions (a minimum 2 well-reasoned answers):

What caused the “deafness, dumbness and blindness” of the black race seems to be that they have been taught false information which has made them unaware of the causes and solutions to the racism they suffer.

Malcolm X seems angry at whites because through his studies he has seen how whites seem to have repeatedly oppressed people of color throughout history and around the world.

Malcolm X’s work ethic is admirable but not very common as most people are lazy and give up easily.
(3)  Deepen your best answer to #2; take it a step further by asking “so what”?  So what is the significance?  So what can be learned?  So what is the outcome or impact?  
We are losing strong work ethics like Malcolm X had and the impact is that as a nation we are becoming less educated, less motivated but expect more.

GATHERING EVIDENCE FOR AN ARGUMENT:

Now that you have created a rough thesis statement, you can start to build the foundations of a paper by gathering strong supporting evidence.  Below is a process to help you:

(4)  Revise your potential argument—improve what you arrived at for #3 and write it below 
       (remember, it needs to be arguable, meaning that someone can disagree.  It also needs to be 
        directly related to the reading you are responding to):

The characteristics that Malcolm X shows of not giving up even in the face of overwhelming odds and applying hard work and persistence have become increasingly rare in the U.S. today where people have bloated senses of entitlement.  

(5)  Go through the main text(s) you are writing on and list all the passages (using page 
       numbers) that directly prove and/or illustrate your argument:

-Malcolm X copied the dictionary and reread his work and what he learned (pages 1-2)
- “I believe it took me a day. Then, aloud, I read back, to myself, everything I’d written on the tablet.  
   Over and over, aloud, to myself, I read my own handwriting.” (page 2)
- He stayed up past lights out and read by glow under door.  Hid from guards (page 2).
- “That was the way I started copying what eventually became the entire dictionary. It went a lot faster after so 
   much practice helped me to pick up handwriting speed. Between what I wrote in my tablet, and writing letters, 
   during the rest of my time in prison I would guess I wrote a million words (page 2)
-All the things he learned from reading (about slavery, white oppression)—page 3.
-“ I read, I saw, how the white man never has gone among the non-white peoples bearing the Cross in the true 
   manner and spirit of Christ’s teachings—meek, humble, and Christlike… (page 3)
-“ You will never catch me with a free fifteen minutes in which I’m not studying something I feel might be able 
   to help the black man. (page 3)

(6)  List potential outside evidence, such as real life examples, facts, personal knowledge, 
       personal experience, research, etc. that could possibly further prove and/or illustrate your 
       argument: 

-Description of how Jean Twenge in Generation Me claims the current generation doesn’t work hard anymore but 
  expects reward--p. 63, p. 68, p. 72, p. 137, p. 140, p. 157, chapter 7 on race and racism

-Alex S. Jones’ explanation of how people don’t work hard to stay informed in Losing the News, Chapter 7: 
  Newspapers on the Brink, p. 151 and Chapter 2: Media and democracy, p. 28 

(7)  Explain the significance of the evidence you have gathered.  So what do these patterns 
      reveal?  So what can we learn from this information?  So what is the larger impact of the 
      issues you have raised?

So what is the impact of a populace with a poor work ethic?  Increasingly uneducated, unmotivated, apathetic, and better controlled by politicians, advertisers, other countries.  People turn to easy entertainment that has no true value for improving society.  We lose our democracy when people aren’t educated and participating.
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